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The Month 


Review 


many weeks growing concern with 

agriculture. its problems and failures, recent 
events have done much clarify regime policy and 
intentions this field. now. clear that 
marked increase agricultural production com- 
ing months the object major regime 
effort the area. addition, many signs indicate 
that Hungary. Bulgaria, Romania, and Albania collectivization campaign through 
administrative and propaganda pressures, short outright planned for the Fall. 


Hungary, circumstances surrounding the dismissal Premier Imre Nagy from all 
Party and government posts emphasized the central position agriculture regime plan- 
ning. Among the crimes imputed Nagy was hampering “the development the 
collective movement, the decisive factor the country’s Socialist 
successor, Andras Hegedus, agricultural expert and former Minister Agriculture. 


first speech after assumption the Premiership was remarkably 
tone toward Nagy, avoiding the usual Communist rancor and rant employed such occa- 
and reflecting the "middle road" spirit the March Central Committee resolution. 
Following the pattern this resolution, Hegedus called for the correction faults which 
had arisen the past year and half: insufficient increases production 
rise production costs, and slackening work discipline. also pointed 
heavy industry basic increase the standard living. the question 
agriculture, Hegedus stated that there “absolute need” boost production, and 
that the “disproportion between quickly developing Socialist industry and agri- 
cultural production making almost headway delays the whole building Socialism.” 


Agricultural problems and policies were the subject major speeches Party Secre- 
tary Matyas Rakosi and Politburo member Lajos Acs. Both these speeches were once 
again expressions the precarious middle road policy the March resolution. They 
warned against deviations either the the necessity for 
collectivization—or the terror. While urging marked in- 
crease the tempo kolkhoz formation looking toward almost complete collectivization 
they stressed that independent peasants, whose production vital, must not 
alienated and must helped produce. The regime has therefore promised that past 
concessions will not withdrawn reduced, and the “voluntariness” and 
“Socialist legality” will maintained the collectivization process. the same time, 
was made clear that the continuance these concessions dependent upon the ful- 
compulsory delivery quotas, and there has been increasing number 
regime attacks and class enemy the 
references peasants who have not fulfilled deliveries. 


The Hungarian regime also attempting maintain middle road position 
number other policies involving “right” and deviations. There are indications 


4 
ROMANIA . 


that the March resolution denouncing tendencies toward “right deviation” has created 
considerable fear among the people that sharp reversal the June road policy was 
imminent. The regime has therefore been careful stress that such interpretation 
false. The people have been told that living standards will continue rise 1955, 
although slower rate than 1954, and was explained that the sharp increase 
consumer goods last year was made possible only the depletion reserves, 
impossible follow for long. Errors “left little concern for the 
people’s welfare and living standards—were roundly condemned. short, present plans 
not call for return Stalinist disregard for consumer goods, but neither they 
envisage the production consumer goods the expense reserves the pro- 
duction essential capital goods. 


Bulgaria and Albania there has also been upsurge regime pressure for collec- 
tivization, and marked increase the number reports peasants joining collectives 
and forming new collectives. probable that these countries, Hungary, admin- 
istrative pressures and economic inducements rather than outright force are being used. 


Czechoslovakia, decrease prices for large number manufactured con- 
sumer goods was decreed. This was the fourth price decrease since the June 
rency reform. announcing it, the regime took special care point out that staple 
foods could included among the items reduced price because agricultural produc- 
tion had failed wide margin increase step with industrial production. The im- 
portance remedying this agricultural lag currently being stressed, and the situation 
apparently grave that the regime has yet refrained from following other Satellite 
countries pressing for more rapid collectivization. possible that the particular 
Czechoslovak problem, involving continued agricultural manpower shortage 
depopulated border areas, precludes shift this time. The 1955 budget, released 
last month, indicates the degree which the regime intends encourage agricultural 
production: expenditures for this sector will 20.4 per cent higher than last year, 100 
per cent higher than 1953. 


Poland, also, recent budget announcements indicate notable increase 
penditures for agriculture, well sizable increases investments 
trade. the political field, transfer jurisdiction from military civil courts all 
cases except involving espionage “danger the State” was used occa- 
sion for reiterating the standards “Socialist legality” and “the people’s rule law.” 


Hungary, two amnesties have been decreed, one applying 
particularly, political prisoners now serving sentences, the other those guilty 
“war crimes” who are now living abroad but choose return Hungary. 


The general tone events this month, the verbal dust raised the fall Mal- 
settles and the lines actual policy can seen, considerably clarifies the eco- 
nomic and political scene. The divergence economic policy between the USSR and 
the Satellites, for the present any rate, becoming increasingly plain. Despite the 
continuing repetition regime leaders Soviet stress heavy industry, appar- 
ent that agriculture rather than industry the economic sector with which the Satel- 
lites are now most concerned. 


Uf) 
cit 
to 
tu 
ne 
pl. 
pe 

a 
str 
the 
COI 
pre 


Czechoslovak 


Balance 


SURVEY Czechoslovak events the past year 
true “balance” sheet must constantly differentiate be- 
regime policy statements and regime policy, between 
and practice, the affairs Communist Czecho- 

When the Communists began their first Five Year 
1949, they had many illusions about their power 

manage and motivate their people and their economy, 
many these illusions were codified Communist 
doctrine and made the basis Czechoslovak practice. 
human beings and economic laws turned out 
considerably less tractable than doctrine, and the 
Communists found themselves giving way before them 
many issues, but only many they had while retain- 
ing power and maintaining the essentials Communism. 
They called for the profit motive industry and agricul- 
ture (“material they realized that they could 
not collectivize successfully force they called for “per- 
suasion” (the “voluntary they found their 
plans falling through because centralized planning and 
called for local planning which took into account local 
possibilities short, they took those 
measures make their economy and polity run more 
smoothly which they felt they could without sacrificing es- 
sential parts their doctrine control. 


What follows attempt see how and why this was 
done, how and where succeeded failed, and what the 
future possibilities for success and failure are. 


Political 


survey Czechoslovak political events 1954 shows 
that the regime’s plan rally the people around its New 
Course program has resulted almost total failure, and 
that the conciliatory measures decreed the past year and 
half have neither increased the Party’s popularity nor 
strengthened its ability sway the masses. the contrary, 
the people seem have developed bolder attitude towards 
government prescriptions, and local Party officials have be- 
come more susceptible and less willing act against 
pressures from below. 


Sheet 


Caption: “Is there some carnival going 


“Oh no, just want our 
Dikobraz (Prague), August 1954 


With the outbreak the June 1953 riots, the top lead- 
ership realized that mass discontent had reached alarming 
proportions and that Party functionaries could not 
depended upon carry out regime commands properly. 
win over the people and gain their cooperation rem- 
edying economic ills, the government embarked pro- 
gram which placed greater emphasis the people’s needs, 
tastes and opinions. view the dangers implicit this 
policy, the Communists launched series election cam- 
paigns and large-scale indoctrination drives early 1954. 
The purpose was persuade the people take active 
interest the government program, and, the same time, 
guide popular feelings into safe channels. the end 
the year, however, was evident that this goal had not 
been fulfilled. Neither material concessions 
ganda had allayed the people’s distrust the regime; in- 
stead, many ways, they were voicing their dissatisfaction 
more outspoken manner than hitherto. 

The first major event the political indoctrination cam- 
paign were the National Committee elections last spring. 
intense activization drive was conducted for weeks 
advance. Although the elections were conducted typical 
Communist manner, and resulted the usual overwhelm- 
ing vote,” there were signs that the cam- 
paign had met with little activization success. post- 
election analysis the “popular discussions” the new, 
local government constitution, was found that the major- 
ity questions posed the masses did not deal with po- 
litical nuances the constitution, but with the unsatisfac- 
tory food and consumer goods situation. Possibly result 
this, the regime announced substantial price cuts 
April and promised put all kinds consumer goods 
the market. 

The June Party Congress, which followed shortly there- 
after, was focussed the farm crisis, and practical measures 
increase crop and livestock production took precedence 


over every other topic discussed.* Despite the unusual 
emphasis practical problems, rather than Party policy 
and dogma, the Congress was not followed upsurge 
worker peasant production; the contrary, the sum- 
mer months marked serious decline output, and regime 
leaders bitterly condemned large-scale absenteeism, rising 
production costs, and “kulak sabotage,” and rebuked Party 
officials for permitting “falling off enthusiasm,” since 
the pre-Congress period. Although major political events 
took place during the summer, the July “battle for coal,” 
and the August national emergency week-end shifts, pro- 
claimed after floods had ruined many the crops, brought 
one significant fact light: youth could not depended 
upon cooperate fulfilling crucial tasks. The newspaper 
Mlada Fronta (Prague) complained constantly that young 
people kept dancing, sleeping late, ignoring brigades 
and otherwise displaying “deplorable lack interest 
the important tasks the day.” 

The autumn shop committee elections and preparations 
for the Trade Union Congress, scheduled for May 1955, 
revealed that not only young people, but workers gen- 
eral, had failed inspired regime propaganda.** 
When the shop committee elections were postponed last 
spring (they were scheduled take place April), 
seemed that the Party hoped strengthen its position 
among workers over the summer, and eliminate what 
Rude Pravo (Prague), March 13, 1954, described “con- 
siderable discontent among workers and their unwilling- 
ness tolerate further unnecessary strain due last min- 
ute attempts achieve plan targets.” Although the Party 
felt strong enough conduct the elections the fall, there 
was little evidence prove that conditions were satisfac- 
tory. speech printed Rude Pravo (Prague), Octo- 
ber Party Secretary Antonin Novotny summed the 
situation when said: “If workers want support the 
State its care their interests, they must support the 
State its activities; they must fulfill their tasks with all 
responsibility. This applies violation financial 
discipline, absenteeism, complacency towards shortcomings 


See NBIC, July and August 1954. 
See December 1954 issue, pp. 52-54. 


general, and task fulfillment.” 


Furthermore, there were indications that within the Trade 
Union movement itself opposition the Party had assumed 
definite shape and dimensions. the Prague Trade Union 
Conference the summer, Secretary Tesla, quoted 
Prace (Prague), July lashed out 
which defined meaning negation the leading 
role the working class Party.” Tesla said: fina 
goal anarcho-syndicalism] the transfer the 
production into the hands Trade Unions 
premise that the Trade Unions themselves—without 
workers’ Party without the revolution the 
and the dictatorship the proletariat—are able 
victory over the bourgeoisie.” This speech, well re- 
cent criticisms “social democratism, equalitarianism, anc 
false solidarity” the trade union movement, indicate 
that the government still confronted serious anti-re- 
gime resistance within worker ranks. 


the time the Parliamentary elections were held 
November 28, seemed that workers, youth and the 
general were weary election propaganda 
openly voiced their opinion “Communist-type democ- 
racy.” Both press and radio issued variety comments 
designed show that the elections were “real and far su- 
perior the Western type.” November 12, Radio 
Prague went far explain that there were more 
than one candidate each election district, there would 
fight elect one them and that “all this would 
weaken the people’s democratic regime and endanger 
the real democratic character our election. elect 
one candidate thus not only expression the 
unity the working class but also demand real democ- 
racy, democracy the working people.” 

the end the year and the beginning 1955, there 
was more evidence the dissatisfaction young people. 
December 17, Mlada Fronta (Prague) published the 
first series commentaries the Communist Youth 
League. The letter—written with 
ness—called the League organization fit for “grandpas 
and grandmas” and asserted that was totally incapable 
inspiring young people. For almost two months after this, 
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Caption: There are enough goods it’s just that the season has not been planned right. 


Dikobraz (Prague), January 1954 
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letters poured from all parts the country, many 
them confirming the opinions expressed the first. About 
this time, there was also reaction among youth re- 
gime statements about strengthening the defense power 
the country—a stress which became evident the autumn 
connection with propaganda against the 
West Germany. One young Communist author, quoted 
Mlada Fronta (Prague), January 1955, wrote: 
“Only, for goodness sake, not force love this illogi- 
cal combination steel and wood called rifle, subma- 
chine gun machine gun.” The scandalized newspaper 
issued the following commentary: does the young 
fellow think is? Does play being anti-militar- 
ist, pacificist, what, that writes such things today? 
appears mentality spelling emotions demobiliza- 
fatigue, and contempt.” The National Congress 
the Czechoslovak Youth League February provided fur- 
ther evidence that the attitude young people was unsatis- 
iactory. speech the Congress, the Secretary the 
League, quoted Rude Pravo (Prague) February 
said: “How could happen that the past five 
vears the League did not increase its ranks hundreds 
thousands young people? The number our village 
organizations even showed decline.” 


The Party 


The Party’s inability exercise effective control over the 
masses perhaps the most striking proof that the New 
Course political program has failed. While the top leader- 
ship expected the New Course usher period in- 
tensified and militant Party work and influence, the opposite 
trend has been apparent. Since the June 1953 uprisings, the 
Party has suffered considerable loss prestige, and links 
between top and lower Party echelons have been seriously 
weakened Party functionaries’ confusion, resistance and 
fear the masses. Instead fulfilling regime orders, local 
officials have “strengthened their ties with the people,” 
cooperating with them against the government. 

Indications the Party’s declining popularity were con- 
firmed Antonin Novotny the Party Congress June. 
The Party Secretary revealed that over the past year there 
had been sharp decline Party membership and that the 
percentage worker and peasant members was far below 
requirements. This decrease Party membership began 
after the June 1953 currency reform when many Commu- 
nists tore off their badges and were among the first rebel 
against the regime. April 1954, the Ostrava daily Nova 
Svoboda commented this development when stated: 
“The warning signal came the introduction the cur- 
rency reform when—particularly Bohumin and some 
mines—it was shown that Party organizations tore away 
from the masses working people.” the regional Party 
Congresses, which took place the spring 1954, this so- 
called tearing away was confirmed statistics Party 
membership. the industrial region Ostrava, for ex- 
ample, the Party had expelled three times many mem- 
bers had accepted, and the majority those dismissed 
were workers. Similar statistics were given other re- 
gional meetings. 


Caption: the optometrist here, friend. it’s the 
psychiatrist you want, have your malingering one 
flight up. Dikobraz (Prague), January 1955 


Furthermore, throughout 1954 there were numerous 
complaints about shortcomings Party schooling and vio- 
lations Party rules. The press admitted that Party mem- 
bers did not show for classes, and that propaganda ma- 
terials, booklets and other reading matter were not used 
because widespread lack interest. classic illustration 
the indifference many Party members—who possibly 
not have the courage resign from the Party openly 
and therefore have sought indirect means—appeared the 
December 1954, issue the Brno Party organ 
“Communist Party meetings are irregular and attended 
only few comrades. The Year Party Schooling 
not taking place because the members’ absence. 
Thus could happen that this organization [Kurim] 
large number Communists were expelled for evad- 
ing Party duties and for nonpayment il- 
lustration the chaos prevailing within Party organiza- 
tions appeared Rude Pravo (Prague), January 14, 1955, 
which stated that Hradec Karlove the Party had penal- 
ized number chairmen local organizations and that 
Nove Mesto nad Metuji, Communists had been thrown 
out the Party because furthered rebellious and 
destructive criticism, weakened the Party spirit, and cor- 
roded the unity Party ranks.” 

Failures Party officials show “fighting spirit” and 
carry out Party decrees were bitterly condemned through- 
out 1954. For example, Rude Pravo, July complained 
that “District National Committees did not extend help 
bulk purchasing officials their efforts obtain compul- 
sory deliveries from kulaks, who were therefore able 
undermine the delivery morale other independent 
farmers.” the industrial sector, local Communist fore- 
men and officials were accused “false solidarity” with 
their fellow workers. Prace, June 22, 1954 wrote: 
Union officials just keep silent and anything for the sake 
preserving peace.” Rude Pravo, June 16, reported that 
officials falsely announce that they have full staff when 
many workers are fact absent, and Nova Svoboda (Os- 
trava), August 20, wrote: “The most clear cut example 
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Communists being tepid and lacking fighting spirit 
the constant increase absenteeism, which being 
checked very pooriy.” far the most revealing picture 
the present attitude Party members was that given 
Rude Pravo, January 26, 1955: “There are still Party 
members who manage persuade people explain 
Party policy outside their place work, but who nod 
obsolete views their jobs, wrongly fearing that they may 
lose the sympathy their fellow workers.” added] 


Economic 


Not only did the New Course political program fail 
accomplish regime goals, but the new economic program also 
disappointed Communist expectations. The basic assump- 
tion underlying Communist economic policy 1954 was 
that New Course price reductions and pay rises would act 
incentive workers and that, result, industrial 
productivity and State profits would grow. was obvious 
the end the year, however, that the regime had mis- 
calculated: material concessions did not provide the antici- 
pated stimulus higher productivity, and the actual costs 
1954 production were much higher than the regime 
could afford, sustain for any extended period time 
without making further investment cuts ceasing grant 
concessions the living standard. 

The failure the economic program was reflected 
almost all sectors production well the regime’s 
investment program. 1954, the regime levelled off in- 
vestments .and revised the distribution investment funds: 
both these measures favored the people, since the amount 
money allocated for consumption was raised and greater 
emphasis was placed agriculture and light industrial 
production. (See chart.) the same time, however, re- 
cent statements the regime press indicate that the level- 
ling off investments not entirely the regime’s satis- 
faction and has been necessitated failures fulfill the 
investment program, and the scaled-down capital accumu- 
lation plans the New Course. 


Investment Fund Redistribution 1954 
(°/, 1953) 


Plan Reported 
cultural and social purposes....... 172 182 
trade and cafeteria service........ 167 
school construction 142 
housing construction ............. 136.6 139 
heavy industry, fuel, power....... 105.5 


September 1953, the beginning the New Course, 
the government announced that billion koruny would 
invested 1954. This sum was equivalent the amount 
invested 1953. 1955, the regime plans keep invest- 
ments the same level, primarily because past invest- 
ment plan failures. This much was admitted Otto Simu- 
nek, who provided clue regime difficulties Rude Pravo 
(Prague), August 15, 1954, when said: “Fulfillment 
the investment plan during the years 1949 through 1953 
was unsatisfactory and has led the government set the 
control figures for the volume state investment 1955 


the 1954 level.” The Chairman the State Planning 
Office complained that there were large unspent balances 
individual ministries 1952 and 1953, and claimed that 
1954 the same tendency was evident, especially the 
Ministry Agriculture. This statement suggests that when- 
ever the government set investment targets too high pa- 
per, they were practice cut size—e.g., when the gov- 
ernment announced that agricultural investments were 
doubled, the Ministry Agriculture found itself unable 
spend the budgeted funds. Simunek claimed that the 
chief reasons for failures were: unsatisfactory work both 
investors suppliers, work too many projects once, 
changes plans after construction had started, lack 
standardization, slow assembly work, and shortages and 
thefts building materials. 


Furthermore, aside from poor fulfillment investment 
plans, 1954 capital accumulation plans were far behind 
schedule. Jozef Tesla, writing Rude Pravo (Prague), 
November 1954, stated that the first eight months 
the year full percent the planned profits state 
enterprises did not materialize. This was due chiefly the 
fact that within this period, the machine industry owed 
percent its planned profits, foundries and ore mines 
percent, fuel and energy percent, and the building 
industry percent. This was serious development, since 
percent all budgetary revenue (16.7 billion koruny) 
was expected come from net profits. Projected for the 
full year, this loss may have amounted 4.1 billion koruny 
revenue, sum equal the 1954 cost the April 
1954 price reduction. other words, 1954 profits were 
below expectations, and nothing was gained other ways 
make possible increase investments the near 
future. 


Fuel and Power 


One the chief tasks 1954 was eliminate the “dis- 
proportions the fuel, power and ore and the 
regime’s measures and accomplishments this direction 
provide further insight into its production 
problems. January 1954, the Communists took steps 
alleviate the serious coal bottleneck, which had reached 
critical dimensions 1953: miners’ wages were raised, 
plans were drafted for recruiting thousands new workers, 
and additional capital was made available facilitate the 
fulfillment plan targets. Minister National Defense 
Alexej Cepicka paid tribute the financial 
efforts Rude Pravo (Prague), July 1954, when 
said: “Hundreds millions koruny were made available 
the Treasury for realizing extensive improvement 
output, the form procuring machinery and 
equipment, development mines and housing construc- 
tion. can say that the coal industry received every 
possible financial, material, moral and political help 
and that all reasonable demands were met.” the end 
the year, however, appeared that while some improve- 
ment coal production had been registered, the price 
this accomplishment had been very high, and perma- 
nent cure had been effected for the industry’s ills. 
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December 13, 1954, Viliam Siroky announced that 
1954 coal output had risen 4.5 million tons, but was 
admitted later that hard coal mining had fallen short 
plan targets and that the difference had been made 
lignite. Further, was claimed that plan fulfillment had 
been made possible only means costly and unpopular 
Sunday shifts—3.5 percent all hard coal and 3.2 percent 
all lignite were mined Sundays. 


1954 1954 
1953 planned reported 1954 
production increase increase production 
hard coal. percent 21,561 mil. tons 
gnite ... 34,400 mil. tons 


The chief difficulties plaguing the mining industry ap- 
pear underdevelopment, over-exploitation, lack 
machinery, low per capita output, and high rates labor 
and labor turnover. 1953 alone, one mil- 
lion tons coal were reportedly lost the economy due 
non-delivery machines, and the tens thousands 
new workers who came the mines only served replace 
workers who had left. Despite regime efforts 1954 
recruit new miners and accelerate deliveries mining 
equipment, the situation showed substantial improve- 
ment. August 25, individual ministries had trans- 
ferred only fraction the workers required the mines 
according the government plan, and June, absentee- 
ism some mines was reported high per- 
cent. Further, the government complained about inade- 


quate use mechanical equipment and failure develop 
new pits.* 


With regard power production, 1954 output rose 
nine percent, which was percent short the scheduled 
12.2 percent increase.** mid-year, the power situation 
was critical that the government issued special declara- 
tion analyzing shortcomings production supply. 
Printed Rude Pravo (Prague), June the declaration 
claimed that the main source difficulties was the high 
frequency breakdowns plants and the distribution 
network: “The number breakdowns many power 
plants not decreasing; the contrary, breakdowns are 
increasing. 1953, breakdowns power plants shut off 
16.5 percent the available capacity.” The news- 
paper also stated that percent the technicians 
charge power plant operations lacked the necessary tech- 
nical knowledge, that the Ministry the Machine Industry 
did not meet deliveries type, quality and time, and that 
the Ministry Fuel and Power did not insure plants 
uninterrupted supply coal. 


the autumn 1954, the nation’s power requirements 


According regime announcements, new mine has been 
opened the past years. Further, during 1949-1952, reserves 
ready for exploitation decreased percent, and the period 


the Five Year Plan production costs per ton rose 39.4 percent 
hard coal. 


1953 power production was 12.5 billion kw. The reported 


increase 1954 was percent, which presumably meant produc- 
tion was 13.6 billion kw. 


Title: Camouflage 


Sign under the diagram wall reads: Fulfillment 
the Plan. 


Sign crate reads: Industrial Rejects. 


Dikobraz (Prague), January 13, 1955 


were satisfied only maximum effort.* October 20, 
1954, when the AZNP automobile factory Mlada Bole- 
slav drew 800 over its quota, the large machine tool 
plant CKD Stalingrad had switch off its electric melting 
furnaces. According Rude Pravo (Prague), January 
1955, “excessive power consumption peak hours other 
plants well, had similar consequences.” 

That substantial improvement coal and power pro- 
duction long term project was tacitly admitted 
Viliam Siroky his December speech the National 
Assembly. The Premier emphasized that heavy industry 
continues the basis the nation’s economic develop- 
ment and that coal output, ore mining and power produc- 
tion demanded constant attention. Siroky said that 1955 
productivity existing power stations expected rise 
15.5 percent and total power output 10.6 percent. Both 
hard and brown coal production are increased six 
percent, and great emphasis placed producing 
mining equipment. “Our mines,” Siroky said, “are still lag- 
ging the use mechanical equipment and the.. 
wide application progressive extraction methods. An- 
other weakness the quality extracted coal. con- 
tinue lag extension pits and construction 
power stations. the face these deficiencies, im- 
possible ensure the constant supply coal production 
and power output that urgently needed our economy.” 


Productivity 


Low productivity coal mining and other industrial 
sectors has been constant source official complaints 
recent months. The extent damage inflicted the econ- 
omy high production costs illustrated the work 
the machine industry which, 1954, accounted for per- 
cent all industrial production and was the chief source 
foreign exchange. According the 1954 plan, produc- 

The power demand said have increased from 280 kw. 


p.a. per capita 1949 980 1953. This demand has been 
pared down ten percent regulations and power shut-offs. 
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tion the machine industry was rise 10.6 percent over 
1953, and exports were increase 27.3 percent order 
“to secure further increase raw material and consumer 
goods imports.” the end the year appeared that not 
only had the industry failed meet production targets— 
shortcoming which was not too serious view the ex- 
panded production goals—but that the cost production 
was tremendous. 

the first quarter 1954, the machine industry pro- 
duced 149 million koruny worth rejects, compared 
with 248 million koruny rejects produced industry 
whole. end July, the total costs incurred 
industry above the plan for the first seven months the 
year amounted 1,136 million koruny; the month 
July alone, the machine industry had contributed 100 mil- 
lion this sum. August, the machine industry fulfilled 
its production plan 87.8 percent; productivity was even 
lower—86.4 percent the plan. Similarly, the third 
quarter the production plan was fulfilled 92.8 percent, 
and the productivity plan 91.38 Within this 
period, the industry overdrew its wage funds million 

One the chief reasons for low productivity was the 
fact that while most plants were employing more people 
than officially planned, over-time work, least partly 
faked, was flourishing. Further, effective measures 
cut down the amount rejects were taken (it was tacitly 
agreed ignore regime instructions make workers pay 
out their own pockets for rejects). Productivity was also 
substantially lowered excessive stockpiling. August 
the material reserves excess the norm amounted 
45.1 percent industry whole; half this was the 
machine industry alone. The result was badly-organized 
circulation unfinished and semi-finished products, well 
raw material shortages. One machine plant was re- 
ported have manufactured part weighing .35 kilo out 
kilos material because proper goods were lacking. 


Legend explains that some workers Ostrava have facilities 
for washing and have bring water canteens and soda 
bottles. Instead getting water, promised them the collective 
contract, employees were given gramophone records which in- 
structed them the necessity wash hands before every meal. 


Caption: are you wringing the collective contract?” 
“Why, that’s where the water 
Dikobraz (Prague), November 25, 1954 


view this situation, the regime-controlled Trade 
Union Council issued severe rebuke the machine in- 
dustry the end the year, and 1955, the propaganda 
machine has continually pointed out the 
connection between low production costs and high living 
standard.” his December speech the National As- 
sembly, Premier Siroky declared that 1955 targets for in- 
creasing productivity and lowering production costs must 
regarded minimum, and lashed out uneven im- 
plementation production tasks, failure adhere de- 
livery dates, violation labor discipline, and “equalitariar 
tendencies” wage policy: 


“Where good work receives the same reward bad 
work, where higher qualifications and greater skill are not 
rewarded merit, where there incentive achieve 
better performance, better, quality interest Socialist 
competition, increased labor productivity bound lag. 
Unfortunately, still have many [enterprises] that as- 
sume suffices fulfill production tasks without regard 
the price this achievement. all undertakings 

intensified battle must waged against slapdash 
methods, absenteeism, and labor turnover, and all mani- 
festations lack discipline. The question disci- 
pline must posed with all its political implications 
the question every citizen’s patriotic duty. view 
increased tasks, and the interests better work, the 
government will implement simplified methods and decen- 
tralization; will improve the organization material 
supplies and technical services; will increase the initia- 
tive, responsibility and authority plant managers both 
production and administration.” 


Siroky’s stress fulfilling productivity goals especially 
significant view the fact that 1955, percent 
the projected rise production achieved rise 
productivity. Considering past failures, this seems like 
very optimistic target, and indicates that the moment 
the Communists cannot invest more and are depending 
greater worker productivity return for concessions. 


Living Standard 


Recent commentaries wages and norms further illus- 
trate the Communists’ dilemma: making concessions 
the living standard, the regime expected workers and peas- 
ants cooperate increasing production; that is, the gov- 
ernment planned productivity rising faster than wages 
and State profits faster than living conditions. This policy, 
however, has backfired, and while the living standard has 
risen considerably under the New Course, State profits have 
not kept pace. 

the last three months 1953, measures boost the 
living standard were estimated 9.1 billion koruny an- 
nually. They included two price reductions, 
tax reduction, and increase farm prices. 1954, the 
regime planned fifteen percent rise the living standard. 
Even more important, decided realize this increase 
the form individual consumption instead through 
“social” construction hospitals, recreation homes, etc., 


the past. the end the year, personal consump- 
tion was reported have increased percent; the plan 
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was for personal consumption have taken per- 
cent the national income, compared with percent 
1953. The benefits decreed included April 1954 price 
reduction which allegedly brought consumers annual 
savings 5.6 billion reduction prices re- 
pairs and services 280 millon koruny annually; and 
increase cattle prices 106 million koruny annually. 
Thus, from the beginning the New Course September 
1953 the end 1954, purchasing power was increased 
billion koruny annually—11.2 billion consumer 
price reductions, 2.8 billion farm price increases, and 1.1 
billion income tax reductions. result consumer 
price reductions alone, the regime claimed that four- 
member family was saving 3,300 koruny annually after 
April 1954, and that its purchasing power had increased 
one fifth over the pre-October 1953 period. 

the end 1954, when wages had been raised ten per- 
cent and prices cut twenty percent comparison the 
period immediately following the June 1953 currency re- 
form, the real wages Czechoslovak workers were higher 
than before the war.* The fact, however, that wages have 
risen much faster than productivity has been bitterly con- 
demned recent policy detrimental the best 
interests the people and the country, and seems likely 
that attempts will made reverse this trend 1955. 
Writing the November 24, 1954 issue Prace, Jaromir 
Dolansky explained the regime’s position follows: 


“Tt will not help any raise productivity wages 
simultaneously rise faster. would mean consume 
more than produce, live off capital, and inevitably 


The following are real wage indexes with care- 
ful statistical analysis real wages and market basket made 
Trends the Czechoslovak Economy 1954, Free Europe Press. 
Roman numerals refer yearly quarters. 


1953- 1954- 1954 
1949 1950 1951 III 


real wage index 76.4 95.1 944 816 113.9 


end with bare shelf. not believe that there 
must not rise nominal wages. the contrary, 
plan such rise every year, facilitate awards according 
merit. must clear everybody, however, that 
absolute economic necessity that labor productivity rise 
faster than wages. The difference between the two the 
source from which obtain the means for the further 
development our economy, for financing social relations 
and for satisfying the extensive health, cultural and social 
needs the population. also the main source 
funds for reducing prices.” 


The main reasons for the uncontrollable upsurge 
wages 1954 were norms—49 percent all em- 
ployees the machine tool industry, for example, were ful- 
filling their norms more than 200 percent—as well 
payment wages for time not actually worked, unjustified 
premiums, and incorrect classification workers the 
basis the State Catalogue Wages. Despite attempts 
control wage funds, the government found that could 
not rely trade unions carry out its wage policy and 
that worker resistance revision norms was strong. 
speech trade union and industrial officials Prague, 
President Antonin Zapotocky underscored the urgency 
raising norms 1955 and, quoted Prace (Prague), 
February 27, lashed out plant managers for collusion 
with workers and for making only half-hearted attempts 
implement regime orders. Zapotocky revealed, fact, that 
the Party leadership’s control over industry was sufficiently 
weakened the New Course cause anxiety top gov- 
ernment echelons: 


“Although necessary increase norms—reduce piece 
rates—we not want lower wages. must not 
allow wages decreased, but also must not allow 
any increase wages that not based increased pro- 
duction. You cannot force Stakhanovite workers 
raise their norms other workers not increase their 
norms the same good the best norm 


ying motorcycle car the first thing the morning.” these are people who have 
rning. 
Dikobraz (Prague), November 11, 1954 
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worked out the management and proper instructions 
are posted the bulletin board and, result, the work- 
ers stop working. want bring new norms into 
operation, must persuade the workers that their wages 
are not lowered the introduction new methods 
intensified mechanization. Our managers not un- 
derstand how pursue [rigid] wage policy. There are 
still managers who forge reports order prove that they 
have fulfilled the plan and are entitled pay premiums 
workers. Taey think that they are good managers, but 
fact they harm the workers. Trade Union officials 
must take active role solving all these problems. 
far, they have not fulfilled their tasks. sometimes seems 
officials afraid enter the factories and explain 
workers hov) the situation today, how necessary 
fight for the building Socialism revolutionary man- 


ner.” (Italics added) 


Although wages have risen sharply the past year and 
purchasing power has grown the New Course, the living 
standard still held down poor quantity and quality 
production. There have been continual reports about sea- 
sonal shortages potatoes, fruits and vegetables, well 
constant meat shortage. recent refugee reported, for in- 
stance, that there had been acute scarcity meat 
Ceske Budejovice since June 1954. “The Masna butchers’ 
cooperatives sell meat only once week, the amounts being 
limited one kilo per customer. People line outside 
the butchers’ shops early two o’clock the morning.” 
Similarly, the October issue Prace (Prague) printed 
article letter the editor which com- 
plained that “the press feeding with absolute figures 
that cannot eat,” and “life better paper only.” 
Denying the writer’s assertions, Prace explained that con- 
sumer goods shcrtages were due not the absence prod- 
ucts, but the fact that people “had begun develop 
taste for commodities which they could not have before,” 
and were therefore buying them fast they appeared. 
This, Prace said, was proof the higher living standard 
Czechoslovakia. 


Editorials printed earlier the year also provided in- 
formation supply deficiencies. Rude Pravo (Prague), 
July 21, for example, wrote that: 


“ 


workers still complain about shortages certain 
types consumer goods, low quality products, and limited 
assortments. Few people can understand why there still 
shortage those types goods whose production pre- 
sents major problem, why necessary run from 
one shop another purchase small household items. 
Having search for these things makes the lives 
housewives unnecessarily hard, and creates poor opinion 
our production and trade. The chronic shortage 
simple agriculture implements, which are unobtain- 
able village retail outlets, quite unnecessary.” 


The German language newspaper Aufbau und Frieden, 
printed Prague, November 1954, published disheart- 
ening picture life Horni Blatna: “It the beginning 
November and there are potatoes our town... 
also are waiting for coal for winter. not pleas- 
ant know that winter knocking the door and there 
shortage fuel [so that] our husbands come home 


room the evening when they leave the ore mines.” 

Aside from consumer goods shortages, the quality re- 
pairs and services has left much desired. Pravda 
(Bratislava), November 18, 1954, printed characteristic 
complaint when wrote: 


“The public still far from satisfied with the services 
communal enterprises. Maintenance and repairs water, 
electric and gas installations very poor. When break- 
downs occur, speedy help often necessary. However, 
repairs take long time and the quality the work 
often inadequate. There are many complaints about high 
costs. This leads citizens seek the help individuals 
who are not authorized repair work and who often 
get the required materials illegal methods.” 


The living standard has also been held down hous- 
ing shortage. make for its previous neglect hous- 
ing, the regime launched greatly accelerated building 
program the New Course. the end 1954, however, 
results were below requirements, and only 28,000 housing 
units were completed compared with the 40,000 planned. 
Prime Minister Siroky discussed shortcomings the build- 
ing industry the end the year, when, quoted 
Rude Pravo (Prague), December 14, said: weak- 
spot our efforts raise the living standards continues 


DAREX 


pfipravil 


se 112 

dokonale 

Véren své 
kvality 


vkusu nabizi 
kostymy 
viny 
400 do 2000 


Mlada Fronta Advertisement (Prague), Feb. 19, 1955. 


Text: Darex all set for spring. True its tradition 
excellent quality and fine taste offers the most beau- 
tiful costumes pure wool prices ranging from 400 
2,000 [Average monthly earnings are now 
around 1,000 koruny. Even the best costumes ready- 
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Caption: “What are the knots the cords for?” 
“To remind people save electricity.” 


Dikobraz (Prague), December 31, 1954 


housing construction. Goals are not being ful- 
filled, and our builders owe our working people thousands 
apartments this year too.” January 29, 1955, Rude 
Pravo again surveyed the current situation: “Last year, 
fewer housing units were built than were envisaged. This 
was because were unable remove the basic deficien- 
cies from which our building industry suffers. must 
longer tolerate shortcomings planning, poor quality 
work, especially interior installations. 


Agriculture 


elsewhere the area, the New Course Czechoslo- 
vakia has entailed great concern with expanding farm 
production. This emphasis became particularly strong 
May 1954, when the special Three Year Plan for agricul- 
ture was published, and has continued unabated 1955. 
The reasons were made amply clear announcements 
the 1954 plan results which showed that although the re- 
gime had increased 1954 farm investments twofold over 
1953 and had granted concessions encourage both in- 
dependent and collective farmers, the situation agricul- 
ture the end the year remained critical. 

the positive side, 1954 production farm machin- 
ery increased substantially. was claimed, for example, 
that 8,900 tractors units had been supplied 
agriculture, compared with 2,203 1953. Similarly, the 
following deliveries, with the 1953 figure parentheses, 
were made: 1,373 (450) combines, 5,800 (1,100) sowing 
machines, 3,900 (400) mowing machines, and 3,750 
(1,400) cultivators.* Nonetheless, the plan for agricultural 
production failed completely. 1954 the gross value 
farm output was rise 12.1 percent (crops 6.2 per- 
cent and animal production 21.1 percent), but Febru- 
ary 1955, Rude Pravo admitted that the 1954 harvest had 
been below that 1953, and that 1954 animal production 
had increased mere five percent. Further, speech 
printed the November 26, 1954 issue Prace (Prague), 


Domestic production farm machinery doubled 1954. 
addition, the regime imported tractors from the Soviet Union and 
Romania. 


Party Secretary Antonin Novotny was forced acknowl- 
edge that “we are importing almost half all our grain 

and also import every other kilogram meat either 
directly meat the form fodder.” March 
1955, Radio Prague provided additional insight into pre- 
vailing conditions when stated that “while industrial pro- 
duction grew 102 percent the First Five Year Plan, 
agricultural production grew only per cent. Last 
year, imported times much wheat and times 
much butter 1937. The solution for low agricul- 
tural production: all untilled land must worked and 
yields per hectare must increased. the 
the internal strength the state, the development 
agriculture must not 

The 1955 program raise farm output chiefly ex- 
tending the area under cultivation and increasing the farm 
labor force. the years rapid industrialization, the 
ranks Czechoslovak farm manpower were seriously de- 
pleted: the original Five Year Plan drew five percent 
the total farm labor force supply industry with work- 
ers, but according Nova Svoboda (Ostrava), January 
1955, the number persons engaged agriculture actually 
decreased much percent between 1949 and 
1953. the basis statistics published the 1949 plan, 
this would mean that 1954, there were only 1,744,000 
active farmers the country, compared with 2,207,000 
1948. Equally serious was the fact that 1954, agricul- 
ture had virtually become profession for the middle-aged, 
with the majority farmers ranging from 40-59 years 
age.** 

view these conditons, the Three Year Plan for agri- 
culture, drafted May 1954, completely reversed the re- 
gime’s previous manpower policy: aimed bringing the 
farm labor force back the 1948 level, and bolstering 
the ranks agricultural workers with young people. 
1957, 320,000 new farmers are recruited fixed 
schedule from industry and other branches the economy, 
with the exception mining and construction: 105,000 
1954, 85,000 1955, 70,000 1956, and 60,000 1957. 
the 320,000 new farmers, 205,000 are young peo- 
ple. 1954, 40,000 young people were recruited, 
approximately one third school graduates. placing 
this emphasis youth, the regime not only intends 
raise farm output employing young labor, but also 
develop its collectivization program. From regime plans 
and statements, clear that young recruits are being 
sent the countryside not become independent farmers, 


but chiefly strengthen tractor stations, State farms and 
kolkhozes.*** 


According the Foreign Commerce Yearbook: 1948 (Wash- 
ington 1950), Czechoslovakia imported 12,691,000 bushels wheat 
1937, and 1,676,000 butter. 


According Lidova Demokracie (Prague), December 23, 
1954, and Rude Pravo (Prague), February 15, 1953, percent 
kolkhoz members Czech lands were women, and only 2.5 percent 
type III and kolkhoz members were between 16-19 years 
age. Slovak lands, only 6.7 percent were between 16-19. 


*** According the plan, 72,000 village dwellers are strength- 
the existing kolkhozes, including 30,000 who now work in- 
dustry and 27,000 women. Further, 6,000 specialists are 
tractor stations, and 8,500 State farms. 


4 


One the most important features the new man- 
power policy the transfer approximately 70,000 new 
farmers the border lands previously occupied the 
Sudeten attract this labor, the government 
has offered various incentives, including the following: 
1,500 3,000 koruny cash MTS specialists, 
three months pay new kolkhoz members, and one-year 
guarantee the present wage level new MTS workers, 
well moving expenses and credits for housing construc- 
tion. part the resettlement program, concessions have 
also been grantec independent farmers and craftsmen. 


1954, the government’s manpower drive met with lit- 
tle success. Radio Prague, March 1955, announced that 
only 17,000 new workers had been sent into agriculture 
instead the p.anned 105,000. Further, only 4,623 new 
farmers were recruited for the border areas. These statistics 
indicate that workers, students, and other segments the 
population, are reluctant into agriculture. Although 
likely that some administrative pressure will exerted 
gain new farm workers, unlikely, under present con- 
ditions, that the government will resort terrorism carry 
out its program; therefore, plan goals are achieved, 
possible that the Communists will have increase the 
incentives offered farmers the border lands, and 
make agriculture more profitable occupation than 
now. 


Since the beginning the year, the propaganda machine 
has conducted intense drive recruit new farm work- 
ers. Rude Pravo (Prague), Februrary issued typical 
complaint when said: “Some District National Commit- 
tees are paying too little attention recruiting new man- 
power. Although the recruitment drive has been prog- 
ress since last autumn, they still have not presented reports 
potential manpower their And March 
Rude Pravo wrote: 


Youth recently pledged the Congress 
gain thousands young people. Within few weeks, 
more than 10,000 volunteered. This, however, not 
enough. Little has far been done for fulfillment 
this year’s tasks. The percentages the annual plan won 
over far January are: State farms, per cent, trac- 
tor stations, percent, kolkhozes two percent from indus- 
trial enterprises and less than one percent from the coun- 
try population. Most these joined successful kolkhozes 
that are working well, while the less successful kolk- 
hozes that need more manpower. Yet 
available almost every village. necessary talk 
people and persuade them that work agriculture their 
patriotic duty. Many families are willing work bor- 
der areas. But many national committees show little con- 
cern with recruitment. Thus manpower reserves the vil- 
lages Ceske Budejovice, Pilsen, Jihlava and elsewhere 
remain unexploited. Only the drive intensified can 
the directives the Party Congress fulfilled.” 


Land Reclamation 


Another important feature the regime’s program 
boost farm output the plan extend the cultivated land 
area. Between 1945 and 1953, the arable land surface 
Czechoslovakia decreased 500,000 hectares, and 1953- 


Title: For the last two years, the collective farm Svojkov has 
failed collect winter fruits from orchard 120 beautiful 
apple 


Caption: “You know, friend, hold these Svojkov farmers 
highest esteem. Not everybody would kind enough leave 
many quintals apples eat during the winter.” 


Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), January 22, 1955 


54, another 80,000 hectares were lost.* Although 
shrinkage due chiefly the pre-New Course policy 
industrialization and urbanization, also result ter- 
ritorial losses the Soviet Union after the war. the 
new Three Year Plan for agriculture, the government an- 
nounced that 200,000 hectares fallow land are cul- 
tivated 1957, and, mentioned above, intense cam- 
paign underway populate the border lands, where the 
major part the land reclamation program car- 
ried out. discussing the importance this program 
his February 14, 1955 address the Party Central Com- 
mittee, Premier Siroky summed the matter when 
pointed out: “If one half this land were sown with bar- 
ley and the other half used grow potatoes and feed 
hogs, the quantity meat available for the domestic mar- 
ket could increased one fifth, even our present low 
yields the cultivation barley and potatoes.” 


Peasants 


The New Course policy attempting raise farm 
yields conciliating independent peasants, who now oc- 
cupy about half the nation’s arable land, was continued 
throughout 1954, and his December speech the Na- 
tional Assembly, Premier Siroky made clear that the 
government planned revocation this policy 1955. 
The Premier emphasized that tolerance independently 
farming small and middle peasants was not tactical ma- 
neuver which could ignored local officials, and 
severely rebuked those functionaries who violate the princi- 
ple “voluntary” collectivization and persisted apply- 
ing economic and administrative pressures against private 


The actual decrease arable land probably smaller than 
that recorded official reports. Statisticky Obzor No. 1954, 
complained that “State farms often keep reserve unreported 
land able fulfill the prescribed delivery tasks better 
and announce high yields per hectare.” This method cheat- 
ing the government practiced private farmers and collectives 
well, that accurate statistics are hard achieve. 


farmers. Siroky said that the government would set new 
collectives wherever possible, but insisted that large-scale 
farm production was not the enemy independent, small- 
scale farming: 


“There are those officials who frequently claim that sup- 
port the productive efforts individually farming 
small and middle farmers leads strengthening capitalist 
elements the countryside, and prejudices favoring small- 
scale production, and that represents retreat from rural 
socialism. These people not understand that collectives 
are not being developed against farmers but with them and 
their own interests. They not understand that sup- 
port for private farmers condition for the success 
rural socialization.” 


The regime’s tolerance independent farmers, due 
largely the critical farm situation and the urgent need 
increase yields, was demonstrated early 1955. Feb- 
ruary, campaign was launched increase MTS aid 
private farmers, who previously have had difficulties ob- 
taining their services; the future, not only kolkhozes but 
private farms well will have the benefits mechaniza- 
tion. March, Radio Prague announced other incentives 
boost farm output the form increased prices for com- 
pulsory deliveries and above-quota bulk purchases. These 
concessions affected livestock, hops, sugar beet, poppy seed, 
hemp seed, hog hides, and various kinds vegetables, and 
applied collective and independent alike. 

The above efforts woo the peasantry are significant 
view the fact that 1954 deliveries did not proceed 
smoothly. Despite earlier New Course concessions, small 
and middle farmers continued hold back compulsory 
quotas, and throughout the summer the regime press re- 
buked officials for permitting “kulak sabotage.” typical 
editorial, Rude Pravo (Prague), August 12, wrote: 

“Some Party officials underestimate the importance 
deliveries; they forget that hostile elements try delay 
both harvest and deliveries; purchases crops are pro- 
ceeding atmosphere sharpened class struggle. Ku- 
laks are fighting under the slogan ‘the worse things are, the 


was handed court edict directing him move out. 
Caption: “Hallo, yes are getting rid the main cause for 
complaints.” Dikobraz (Prague), January 27, 1955 


Caption: 
tenth one want join our collective this year.” 
that farmers forced join collectives choose only those few 
doing relatively well. Old members these collectives resent 
these newcomers). 


Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), January 15, 1955 


teach him interfere with the Plan! the 
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better for Kulaks are sabotaging deliveries, trying 
gain support small and medium farmers. Every year, 
they find pretext for non-fulfillment quotas: the 
weather either too wet too dry, winter spring un- 
favorable. Some officials think that because collectives 
and private farmers have lower compulsory quotas, 
permit them sell more grain freely, less attention should 
paid purchasing. They forget that the class enemy 
tries sabotage all costs. Party organizations must 
their best convince small and middle farmers, but they 
must demand unconditional fulfillment deliveries from 


kulaks.” 


The regime’s current use the term “kulak” mean 
private farmers who not hand deliveries indicative 
the Communist dilemma: while the government realizes 
that even with further concessions cannot count peas- 
ant cooperation, also realizes that harsh policy against 
private farmers will further endanger agricultural produc- 
tion. Even the face “kulak sabotage,” the Communists 
have been forced give independent farmers more assist- 
ance boosting production and further assurances that 
collectivization will not pushed. Since the New Course 
was introduced, the peasantry has shown great resistance 
collectivizing, and the large-scale dissolution kolkhozes 
has weakened the Communist position the countryside. 
While attempting strengthen the collectivized sector 
new, young manpower, the present concern the Party 
leadership antagonize the independent peasantry 
little possible, because sterner course might make for 
more resistance and less produce. 


Most the lower type cooperatives were dissolved early 
the New Course, judging from the silence concerning 
them the regime press. Further, the number higher 
type cooperatives (III and IV) has also declined sharply, 
and appears that October 31, 1954, they had lost 
about one-third the arable land they had occupied 
June 1953. 


“e 
Legend explains that the State farm Bradku nad Nisou had 
54, found way prevent all complaints. When farmer requested 
that least the most repairs done State farm house, 
ter 
ves 


June 30, December October 
31, 1954 


No. collectives (III 


7,038 6,782 6,530 
total farm land........ 40.0 
total arable land...... 44.0 32.0 30* 


attempt strengthen the collectivized sector and 
stem the tide kolkhoz dissolution, the regime appears 
have embarked program softening the “collectivist” 
character kolkhozes. This policy, discernible prepara- 
tions for the Second Congress Agricultural Cooperatives, 
February 19-20, 1955, has involved giving more material in- 
centives kolkhoz members for exceeding production tar- 
gets. Rude Pravo (Prague), December 22, 1954, ex- 
plained the matter: “Experience teaches that one 
the most effective means stimulating and developing pop- 
ular initiative, inducing the people seek for themselves 
ways and methods leading better production, their im- 
mediate interest the rise production. The greater the 


Rude Pravo, January 31, 1954, Rude Pravo, December 19, 
1953, Prace, March 17, 1954, Rude Pravo, April 15, 1954 and 
Lidova Demokracie, November 1954. 


personal profit collective members, the faster production 
will grow. One method providing kolkhozniks 
with greater incentive will pay out permanent pro- 
duction groups, details, and individual workers, supplemen- 
tary awards for exceeding planned production tasks har- 
vesting and cattle productivity. 


The Pattern 


The chief problems confronting the regime Czecho- 
slovakia persist unsolved. Economically, there continu- 
ing crisis agriculture, high production costs industry, 
sharp increases wages without commensurate rises 
productivity, deficiencies the raw materials and power 
base, manpower shortages agriculture, waste and poor 
quality production, and overstaffing non-productive 
personnel. Politically, the Party cadres remain confused, 
with deviations sprouting under variety Communist 
terms opprobrium; the managerial bureaucracy un- 
certain and inefficient; and the youth, trade union and so- 
called mass organizations remain unable “activize” the 
resisting and apathetic people support the regime 
program the regime itself. 


Red “Hansel and 


young Czechoslovak housewife who escaped the West September, 1954, 
reports the performance “Hansel and Gretel” that she attended with her 
daughter last summer. its Communist version, the fairy tale showed Hansel and 
Gretel wandering near the woods border area, while their parents worked con- 
scientiously nearby collective. Inadvertently the children crossed the border 
and were seized capitalist woman who sought use them slave laborers 
her husband’s estate. The children escaped, hotly pursued the stick-waving capi- 
talist, and were saved the help alert Czechoslovak border guard. Before 
and after the performance, announcer warned the children the audience never 
cross the border for fear falling into the hands the wicked capitalists. 


Animal Farm: 


The 


Livestock 
Crisis 


ADVERSE livestock situation Eastern Europe 

one the most critical problems facing the Communists. 
Both Malenkov and Khrushchev, not speak hosts 
lesser leaders, have criticized the livestock situation, and 
subsequent their speeches new directives designed rem- 
edy the situation were issued the Central Committee 
the CPSU. criticisms and decrees simultaneously 
have also been applied Satellite livestock problems. The 
extent the Satellite livestock programs has varied from 
country country, Hungary with the most drastic and 
Poland with the most conservative. Concessions the live- 
stock sector range from lower delivery quotas and higher 
delivery prices credits for the purchase new, more 
better livestock. 

Livestock the Soviet orbit has twofold importance. 
Not only does adverse livestock situation 
meat, milk, eggs, butter and lard the captive worker’s 
diet, but the absence these necessary staples hampers his 
physical capacity and working efficiency. Livestock also 
important raw materials base: wool for the production 
textiles, leather for shoes, dung for fertilizer, and oxen 
and horses draft animals area where tractors and 
other farm machinery are constantly repair. Further, 
livestock products play, and will continue play, 
important role the foreign trade the bloc. Prior 
World War II, the countries Eastern Europe were 
among the world’s major exporters livestock and animal 
products. 1938, for example, the value these exports 
amounted 27.6% the total Hungary, 24.1% 
Poland, 19.6% Bulgaria, and 7.6% Romania.* 
many cases these exports were made the expense low 
living standards, but they were vital the area’s foreign 
trade and the balance payments. 

When the Communists seized control, their program 
called for radical changes. With the exception Czecho- 
slovakia,** which was already industrial, they planned 
change the countries East Europe from “agricultural- 


International Trade Statistics, 1938, (Geneva) 1939. 


industrialization program did take place agricultural 
Slovakia. 


Tahie patti drutsterniku v Obraikovicich ... 


This one belongs member the 
collective farm Obralkovice 


@tahle JZD v Obrilkovicich. Nevite-li, prot 
vypada jinak, zeptejte se majitele zahumenkové! 


and this one belongs the 
collective farm Obralkovice. 


Dikobraz (Prague), January 27, 1955 


industrial economies industrial-agricultural economies.” 
Forced industrialization was accompanied forced col- 
lectivization and those farmers who resisted were driven 
into bankruptcy excessive delivery quotas and paltry 
purchase prices. was this combined Communist political- 
economic program which resulted the present livestock 
crisis. Rather than turn their livestock over collective 
farms, independent peasants slaughtered them. Where 
stock remained, severe fodder shortages made difficult 
keep them alive and animal fertility was thereby under- 
mined. Many farmers slaughtered their stock because com- 
pulsory delivery quotas were excessive and purchase 
prices low that there was profit animal husbandry. 
Confiscated animals sent the newly-formed kolkhozes 
and sovkhozes were poorly cared for, and the condition 
the stock deteriorated still further, because personnel 
was poorly trained and uninterested caring for “collec- 
tive” cattle. 

After twenty months the New Course livestock pro- 
gram, pertinent evaluate its implementation, 
achievements and failures, and review the existing live- 
stock situation. The following charts trace the develop- 
ment animal husbandry each the five major Satel- 
lites from the prewar period the present. 

The charts reveal that the number horses below 
prewar levels, probably part the overall agricultural 
mechanization program. With the exception Romania, 
the number cattle also under prewar levels, and 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and Bulgaria even below the 
postwar levels prior collectivization. Revised 1955, 1956 
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and 1957 goals for every country except Romania are be- 
low those envisaged under the original plans. Poland’s 
original Six Year Plan called for 9.5 million head cattle 
1955; her revised plan for only million. Hungary’s 
original Five Year Plan called for 2.4 million head cat- 
tle 1954; her modified program for 2.2 million 1956. 
Czechoslovakia’s original Five Year Plan called for 4.4 
million head cattle 1953; this fell 4.06 million un- 
der the 1954 plan, and finally 3.84 million under the 
1955 plan. Bulgaria’s first Five Year Plan called for ap- 
proximately 2.3 million head cattle 1953; her second 
Five Year Plan calls for only 2.1 million the end 
1957. Romania’s long-term goals did not have scaled 
down because its plan got under way later than the others, 
and its goals were therefore more realistic. Moreover, col- 
lectivization Romanian agriculture was behind that 
every Satellite except Poland, the only other country where 
there has been steady postwar increase cattle. 
Generally the goals for cattle have been reduced the 
area while those for hogs and sheep have been raised. Two 
exceptions are Bulgaria and Czechoslovakia. the for- 
mer, where the second Five Year Plan called for substan- 
tial hog increase over 1953 levels, the 1954 planned goal 
was substantially below the 1953 goal. Czechoslovakia, 
the 1954 goal for hogs was substantially above that for 
1953, but the 1955 goal was much below the 1953 goal. 


Milk 


Average milk yields are currently lower than the pre- 
war and immediate postwar periods. Nowhere this more 
evident than Bulgaria where average annual prewar 
yield was some 1,000 liters per cow.* The Bulgarian Two 
Year Plan called for average 1,200 liter yield the end 
1948, and 2,500 liter yield from collective and state 
farms.** The first Five Year Plan scaled down the 1953 
goals average 600 liter yield, half that called for 
under the Two Year Plan.** Yields planned for kolkhozes 
and sovkhozes were also below those planned for 1948, 
1,200 and 2,200 liters respectively. Sovkhoz yield was an- 
nounced Radio Sofia, December 1954, 2,347 liters 
per cow, but Bulgaria sovkhoz cows represent only 
small fraction the overall number. The second Five 
Year Plan goal only called for average 1,050 liter yield 
1957, well below the 1948 planned goal.*** 

The Czechoslovak situation critical compared pre- 
war and postwar (pre-collectivization) yields, but not 
bad the Bulgarian. Average milk yield 1936 was 
1,865 liters per cow. This fell 975.9 liters 1945, 
and rose 1,167 liters 1948.**** The 1953 planned goal 
under the Five Year Plan was for countrywide 2,000 liter 
average, and 3,000 liter average for Rude 


The First Bulgarian Two Year Plan, (Sofia), 1947. 
Rabotnichesko Delo, (Sofia), December 29, 1948. 
*** Radio Sofia, January 27, 1954. 

Statisticky Zpravodaj (Prague), No. 11, 1949. 

Rude Pravo, February 27, 1951. 


Pravo, January 31, 1951 revealed the 1950 levels 1,606 
liters average yield for private farmers, 1,825 liters for col- 
lective farms, and 2,288 liters for State farms. January 
27, 1954 Rude Pravo article, however, revealed that little 
subsequent success had been achieved and that the 1953 
goal had not been met. Average milk yield for that year 
was only 1,100 liters, not only below that for 1950 and be- 
low the prewar levels, but below that for 1948 well. 


February 19, 1955 speech, President Zapotocky 
(Radio Prague same date) revealed (if true) average 
1954 yield 1,445 liters for collectives, yield 400 liters 
below the alleged 1950 collective farm yield. Zapotocky 
also admitted that this yield was more than 300 liters 
greater than that 1953. Thus, collective farm yield 
1953 was approximately 1,100 liters, slightly more than 
the average the country whole. 1955 goals for aver- 
age milk yield are 22% greater than 1953, and those for 
1957 are 32% over 1953.* Planned 1955 and 1957 yields, 
then, are 1,342 and 1,452 liters respectively, substantially 
below the reported average yield 1,606 liters for 1950. 


Hungary, prewar average milk yield was some 
liters per cow.** This yield declined some 1,600 liters 
1949 and average sovkhoz yield that year was reported 
1.900 Average 1951 yield was reported 1949 
levels and the September 14, 1952 Szabad Nep anticipated 
460 liter increase for 1954 over 1951, giving 1954 
planned yield some 2,060 liters. Szabad Nep also revealed 
that plan yield for 1954 kolkhozes was 2,400 liters, and 
3,200 sovkhozes. The original 1954 planned sovkhoz yield 
was 3,500 liters, 300 liters more than that announced 
1952.*** Although 1953 sovkhoz yields are available, 
average countrywide yield 1953 was between 1,400 and 
1,600 liters, well below both prewar and pre-collectivization 
yields and the same Szabad Nep (December 23, 1953) 
gave the 1956 goal from 1,900 2,100 liters, approxi- 
mately the same that originally planned for 1954. 


Poland’s livestock situation apparently the least critical 
all the Satellites. Prewar milk yield averaged 1,500 
liters** which had risen 1,628 1947 and 1,922 
Since that time yields have fallen. During 1953 
average yield private farms was only 1,700 liters and 
1,934 liters Moreover, 1955 planned yield 
only 1,800 liters, below that for 


statistical data milk yields available Romania 
for either prewar postwar periods. Probably yields are 
slightly higher than neighboring Bulgaria indicated 


Prague, September 1954; Rude Pravo, May 23, 
1954. 


Economic Survey Europe 1953 (Geneva), 1954. 
*** Nepszava (Budapest), May 16, 1951. 

Rocznik Statystyczny (Warsaw), 1949. 

Radio Warsaw, March 15, 1954. 


Bulgarian Livestock Census’ 


First Second 
5-Year Plan Plan 

19392 1945 1948 1953 1953 1954 1957 

531 476 549 529 500 525 418 
1,765 1,668 2,005 2,013 2,054 2,280 1,830 1,889 2,100 
725 773 865 871 1,080 684 714 700 
751 836 870 1,028 939 1,878 1,332 1,578 2,200 
9,413 7,178 8,784 9,357 8,500 8,925 7,201 7,345 9.700 


1Sources: 1938, Yearbook Agricultu- 
Statistics 1941-42 1945-46 (Rome), 1947; 1946, 1947— 
Mensuel Direction Generale Statistique (Sofia), 
Nov. 1947; 1948, 1953 Plan, 1953—Computed from percentage 
increases Rabotnichesko Delo, Dec. 29, 1948, and Vercherny 
Voviny (Sofia), Feb. 27, 1954; 1954 Plan—Radio Sofia, April 
1954; 1957 Plan—Rabotnichesko Delo, Mar. 1954. thou- 
ands head. 


Statistics are for prewar frontiers Bulgaria and not in- 
lude Southern Dobrudja. 


for Dec. 31, 1946. Census for Southern Dobrudja 
(in horses, 91; cattle, 114; cows, 54; hogs, 75; 
sheep, 769; goats, 27. 

Figure for July 25, 1947. 

Plan report (Radio Sofia, Jan. 27, 1955) revealed that 
“number basic types cattle and animals the country, 
computed the basis preliminary data, the same level 
1953,” thereby indicating that 1954 plan was not fulfilled. 

Includes buffaloes. Cattle figure includes cows well. 

goal (1948 100) was: goats, 80. 


Czechoslovak Livestock Census’ 


Jan. July Dec. June July 
1938 1945 1946 1947 1948 
4,706 3,815 3,975 3,785 4,161 
2,000 2,021 2,006 1,892 
3,538 2,070 2,944 2,736 2,679 
1,088 1,591 1,042 1,052 
1938—Foreign Commerce Yearbook 1948 (Wash- 


ington), 1950; 1945, 1946, 1947—Reports the State Statistical 
Office Czechoslovakia, Vol. (1947), No. 13-14; Reports 
the State Statistical Office Czechoslovakia, Vol. (1949), 
No. 1-3; 1949—Foreign Commerce Yearbook 1949; Original Plan 
1953—The Czechoslovak Economic Five-Year Plan (Prague), July 
1949; Revised Plan 1953—Economic Survey Europe 1954 
(Geneva), 1955; 1948 Plan—Two Year Economic Plan Act 
October 25, 1946, No. 192C.L.; 1954—Computed from Rude 
Pravo, April 1954; 1954 Plan—Collection Laws, Law Jan. 
20, 1954, the State Plan for the Development the Economy 


Revised 

2-Year 
Plan Jan. Plan Plan Jan. Plan Plan 
1948 1949 1953 1953 1954 1954 1955 
4,193 3,663 4,400 5,020 3,842 4,060 3,842 
3,549 3,242 4,050 5,130 3,456 
459 1,740 1,106 1,224 1,327 
the Czechoslovak Republic 1954, Section (3), Part 1955 


Plan—Computed from Rude Pravo, Sept. 
head. 


cows. 


Figure estimated basis 50% cattle stock reported 
cows (Czechoslovak Economic Bulletin, Sept. 1952). 


41954 Plan report (Radio Prague, Feb. 1955) stated that 
number hogs increased 570 thousand, indicating that number 
end 1954 was only slightly over four million, nearly 500 
thousand below plan. 


1954. thousands 


Romanian Livestock 


19392 1945 1946 1947 
1,460 748 857 787 
3,747 2,568 3,328 3,114 
1,683 1,241 1,544 1,412 
2,520 1,020 1,389 1,384 
10,264 5,628 6,799 7,100 
348 186 201 238 


1Sources: 1939, 1946, Agricola Romaniei, 
Vol VIII (Bucharest), 1948; Yearbook 
Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 1945-46, 1945; 1948—Prob- 
leme Economice (Bucharest), Mar. 1948; 1949—Planned Devel- 
opment the RPR (Bucharest) 1950; 1950—Die Wirtschaft 
Rumaniens von 1945 bis 1952 Conrad (Berlin), 1953; 


Original Revised 
Plan Plan 
1948 1949 1950 1955 1956 
939 977 1,080 1,200 1,240 
4,277 4,292 4,273 4,767 4,700 4,930 
1,459 1,663 1,663 3,532 4,500 4,600 
10,935 10,960 12,500 13,800 


Dec. 31, 1953; Original Plan 1955—The Five- 
Year Plan Law for the Development the RPR National Econ- 
omy (1951-1955); Revised Plan 1956—Scinteia, Dec. 31, 1953. 
thousands head. 

Statistics for present frontiers Romania. 

buffaloes. Cattle figure includes cows. 


} 
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recent announcement planned 1956 Romania 
hopes achieve average 1,300 liter milk yield 1956, 
1,050 1,600 collective farms, depending the type 
cow, and 2,30) liters for State farms. The only other 
planned yield for State farms was 1,800 liters under the 
this goal was achieved. 


Wool 


with milk, yields wool are generally below planned 
goals throughout the area. Average annual wool yield 
Bulgaria was some 1.2 kilos per sheep 1946.* Two Year 
Plan goals for 1948 were: 1.8 kilos average, 2.2 the col- 
lective farms (TKZS), and 3.0 the State farms. Five 
Year Plan goals for 1953 changed little, indicating that 
1948 goals had not been met. The only difference was 
planned TKZS yield, which was raised 2.5 kilos.** 
Planned yields were raised slightly under the Second Five 
Year Plan with projected 1957 goals calling for 2.1 kilos 
for coarse-wool sheep and 3.15 kilos 

Romanian planned wool yields are slightly higher than 
Bulgarian. Under the 1950 Plan, Romania scheduled 
2.4 kilo annual yield for sovkhoz sheep.**** further 
planned yields were disclosed until the revised 1956 Plan 
goals, which were: 1.8 kilos for coarse-wool sheep and 
2.5 kilos for fine and semi-fine fleeced Kolkhoz 
goals were 1.9 4.2 kilos, and for sovkhozes 2.1 for coarse- 
wool and 2.6 3.0 for fine and semi-fine fleeced. 

Wool yields Hungary are substantially higher than 
Bulgaria and Romania. Szabad Nep, September 1952, 
gave 1954 planned kolkhoz yield 4.0 kilos and sovkhoz 
4.3 kilos. December 12, 1954 Szabad Fold (Budapest) 
reported that average 1954 yield was 3.5 kilos, kolkhozes 
achieving 3.8 kilos, 0.2 kilos below the planned goal. The 
1956 plan calls for bringing the annual average yield 3.8 


Fodder 


The most important factor influencing low livestock 
yields inadequate fodder supply. Large areas land 
previously sown fodder were placed under grain cultiva- 
tion the Communists the hope that decrease fod- 
der area could made increased yield. Yield did 
not increase proportionately, however; fact, was 
many cases below previously realized goals. Bulgaria, 
the second Five Year Plan directives for 1957 (Radio 


Scinteia (Bucharest), December 31, 1953. 

Development the RPR (Bucharest), 1950. 

First Bulgarian Two Year Plan (Sofia), 1947. 

Rabotnichesko Delo, December 29, 1948. 

Radio Sofia, January 27, 1954. 

Buletinul Oficial (Bucharest), No. 85, December 30, 1949. 
Scinteia, December 31, 1953. 

Szabad Nep, December 23, 1953. 


Title: many State Farms serious livestock losses have occurred 
because poor winter accommodations. 
Caption: The cold way breed piglets. 
zpilki (Warsaw), January 16, 1955 


Sofia, January 27, 1954) devoted special section the 
fodder problem, calling for 630,000 hectares sown 
with grass, succulent and silage fodder. Moreover, called 
for additional 1,230,000 hectares planted with fodder 
trees and shrubs.* Since the first Five -Year Plan directives 
called for 700,000 hectares fodder for 1953, would 
seem that the 1953 results were substantially below the 
planned figure.** 

February 11, 1954 Rabotnichesko Delo editorial de- 
clared that slow collective farm animal breeding was due 
inadequate supplies and poor quality fodder, well 
waste and indiscriminate distribution fodder. 

President Zapotocky summed the Czechoslovak situa- 
tion the Party Congress (Radio Prague, June 11, 1954) 
calling for enlarged and improved fodder base, with 
increased yields, progressive feeding methods, and rational 
use fodder. Director the Hungarian Animal Hus- 
bandry Research Institute, Jozsef Schandl, made the same 
emphasis fodder supply being the basis successful 
animal husbandry, improved yield and productivity, and 
commented (Szabad Nep, January 21, 1955): “Animal 
husbandry without fodder like fish breeding without 
water.” also called for greater fodder yields, indicating 
that increased acreage was “superficial thinking,” and that 
various kinds poor soil and unfavorable climate also pro- 
duce adequate animal feed. 

Poland, too, Stanislaw Kuzinski, foremost agricul- 
tural authority, pointed out (Economista, I-II 1954) that 


Last previous fodder area figures were for 1945. According 
the International Yearbook Agricultural Statistics 1941-42 
1945-46, 325,520 hectares were planted rotation meadows and 
other feed crops that year, 275,333 hectares were devoted 
permanent meadows, and 220,465 hectares were planted tree 
and shrub crops. 


Rabotnichesko Delo, December 29, 1948. 


the slow tempo animal increase was caused the fodder 
deficit, revealing that “average grain yields [in Poland] 
from 1950-1953 are only six percent greater than 1947- 
1949, and potato yields are only three percent higher. 
the same time, the cattle population has increased 
percent and the hog population percent,” indicating the 
acute fodder base problem. 

The 1953 plan report (Radio Bucharest, February 11, 
1954) discussed the Romanian fodder problem, reporting 
that livestock productivity and numbers, well the sup- 
plies meat and milk, had been undermined unsat- 
isfactory fodder base. Probleme Economice April 1954 
also listed inadequate fodder base major impediment 
improvement the livestock situation, further indicat- 
ing that the surface cultivated with corn had not 
beyond 1952 levels. 

both Czechoslovakia and Hungary, last year’s fodder 
crop harvest was adversely affected heavy rains and this 
was reflected poor livestock production. 


Decentralization 


The Communists are currently attempting more local 
autonomy fodder crop planning. The program was 
summed CPSU First Secretary Khrushchev’s Febru- 
ary 22, 1955 speech (Radio Moscow), which stated that 
“the practice planning fodder sowing irrespective local 
conditions improper, since impedes initiative and makes 
the kolkhozes unable select fodder giving the best yields 
under given conditions.” This new, more rational ap- 
proach currently the vogue throughout the bloc. Previ- 
ously all directives were issued centrally the Ministry 
Agriculture irrespective local conditions, but now, 
Chervenkov declared (Radio Sofia, September 1954) 
Bulgaria: 


May May May Feb. 
1939 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 


horses 939 329 490 516 
cattle? 2,372 1,070 1,100 1,479 2,130 
1,101 586 604 812 
hogs ... 1,114 1,327 1,894 1,9925 
sheep 1,868 328 370 508 


tics 1941-42 1945-46, 1947; 1945, 1946, 1947, 1948—Magyar 
Statisztikai Zsebkonyv (Budapest), 1948; 1948—Gazdasagstatiszti- 
kai Tajekoztato (Budapest), Jan. 1949; 1949, 1950—Oteves Ter- 
vunk: Beketerv (Budapest), 1951; 1950 Plan—The Hungarian 
Three-Year Plan (Budapest), 1949; 1952—Computed from Sza- 
bad Nep, Sept. 14, 1952; 1954 Original Plan—Le Plan Quin- 
quiennal Republique Hongroise (Budapest), 1950; 
1954 Revised May 16, 1951 and Oteves Ter- 
vunk: Beketerv; 1954—Magyar Nemzet, Jan. 30, 1955 and 
Szabad Fold, Dec. 12, 1954; 1956 Plan—Radio Budapest, Dec. 
23-24, 1953. thousands head. 

Includes cows. 


Hungarian Livestock 


“ 


must solve the fodder problem quickly and 
correctly must introduce the essentials agricul- 
tural and zoological science into agriculture and livestock 
breeding accordance with specific conditions our 
rayons must learn plan sensibly the 
field rural economy, able sow the proper crops 
for every rayon, and insure them correct cultivation 
accordance with conditions and equipment.” 


The new approach Czechoslovakia calls for reducing 
area sown grains, thus expanding the fodder area. The 
1955 Draft Plan (Radio Prague, September 1954) 
stated: the sowing plan are intended im- 
prove fodder supplies. The plan areas sown 
with wheat, and extends the area sown with fodder 
grains, and contains considerable additions the area 
sown with fodder crops suitable for The same 
broadcast calls for simplified national farm production 
plan, removing previous excess centralization which inhib- 
ited use local initiative and resources.* 


Mortality 


Another major impediment improved animal hus- 
bandry high mortality, especially among young stock. 
Beside shortage and poor quality fodder, this caused 
inadequate care, poor training zoological personnel and 
shortage proper shelters collective and state farms. 
Prime Minister Siroky pointed the problem Czecho- 
slovakia his address the 10th Congress the Party 
(Prace, June 14, 1954), where called for mobilization 
the entire agricultural administration consider this one 


significant sidelight was the May 1954 Svet Prace, 
which indicated that the regime could not reliably plan the feed 
production because did not even know the meadowland acre- 
age. 


Original Accelerated 

3-Year Modified 
Plan Plan Plan Plan 
1950 1950 1952 1954 1954 1954 1956 

1,807 2,018 2,162 2,400 2,400 2,082 2,200 

780 1,270 1,270 1,100 
5,917 4,782 5,263 5,600® 5,500 
1,023 1,235 1,600 2,000 2,300 


Figures for Oct. 1948. Figures for Oct. 1947 were 1,607,978, 
and 626,552 respectively. 

Figure for 1935 was 676,976. 

Figure for Oct. 1948 was 827, 463, while that for Oct. 1947 
was 2,937,380. 
The Five-Year Plan Hungary, 1949 gave figure 6,000,- 

Nepszava, May 16, 1951, gave figure 6,000,000. 

Alleged “more than percent over the previous year,” 
thereby giving approximate figure 5.6 million for 1953, 
more than the 1956 planned goal. 


Nepszava, May 16, 1951, gave figure 950,000. Most other 
figures this report were inaccurate. 


their primary tasks. Some insight into the extent 
damage may indicated the provincial press. May 
18, 1954 Rovnost (Brno) article discussed the Svitavy re- 
gion situation: 


“Personnel livestock production cannot indifferent 
the heavy percentage losses from mortality live- 
stock the UACs and private farms well. During 
the first quarter this year [1954], the mortality young 
hogs this district was 18.35 percent. The highest losses 
were the village Sklenne with 38.36 percent mortality. 
Pohledy the loss calves was 30.76 those born. 
Ostry Kamen the mortality young hogs was 
high that only 1.5 young each sow remained alive.” 


The situation Romania was similarly discussed sev- 
eral Probleme articles. The April 1954 issue 
talked inadequate shelters for animals and poultry 


sovkhozes leading high mortality among the young stock, 


and June 1954 article reiterated the same points. Jan- 
uary 1955 Scinteia leader ipdicated that little had im- 
proved the last year and again talked improper win- 
ter quarters, sickness among the animals, etc. 


Corn-Hog Economy 


Throughout the Soviet bloc particular emphasis 
ing placed expanded meat supply, brought 
about principally through increasing the weight and num- 
ber hogs. Traditionally, potatoes have been used 
hog feed East Europe, but the Communists have been 
attempting introduce corn the prime hog fodder 
(U.S. style). The main features this program were out- 
lined Khrushchev his January and February 
speeches. the former speech, before the Plenum the 
CCCPSU, recommended that the Soviet Union imitate 
the United States using corn for fodder (Radio Moscow, 
February 1955), and called for expanding 1960 the 
number hectares sown corn from 3.5 million hectares 
(1953) million. his February speech, Krush- 
chev called for doubling 1954 pork production 1960. 
This expanded hog production has been reemphasized for 
the past five years throughout the bloc and when the long 
range plan goals for most the orbit were revised during 
1951 and 1952, the original goals for hogs were generally 
raised, those for cattle generally lowered. Moreover, hog 
goals were usually met, those for cattle rarely. Echoes 
the Khrushchev speeches were, therefore, heard through- 
out the sphere. Czechoslovak Minister Agriculture 
Marek Smida told the Second National Congress Farm- 
ing Cooperatives (Radio Prague, February 18, 1955) that 
potato and corn yields had raised for hog fodder, that 
the areas sown those crops had expanded, and 
that collectives were still lagging seriously 
vate farmers this regard. 

Hungarian hog population has shown substantial in- 
crease the past year (see chart) because successful 
corn crop. Szabad Fold, December 12, 1954, reported 
that corn yield 1954 was percent higher the 
collective sector than 1953. Although hog population 
has shown this remarkable increase, Hungarian meat sup- 
ply remains far from satisfactory, Radio Budapest (Feb- 


Caption: “Look him... 


doesn’t build real roof, and 
instead tries blind with this phony cover [Paper cover 
bears inscription “Plan for Building 


Narodna Mladej (Sofia), November 1954 


Legend explains that farmer the district Klatovy had 
bring her two cows the slaughterhouse because their backs had 
been gnawed hungry sow. 

Caption: “Don’t afraid, these are not tusks, the sow just fin- 
ishing off the cow.” 


Dikobraz (Prague), June 14, 1953 


Caption: “Comrade chairman, the pigs are eating our accounts.” 
“Let nothing them any case.” 
Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), February 26, 1955 
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ruary 17, 1955) disclosed that the available meat and 
fat stocks have not increased proportionately.” The broad- 
cast attributed this situation still inadequate increase 
corn crop, “in spite the good corn crops 1953 
and 1954.” Further, delivery plans, contractual fattening 
hogs, and the free marketing animals have not been 
properly carried out. 

Radio Warsaw broadcast February 1955, re- 
ported that the Presidium the Polish government had 
recently adopted decision increase the area under corn 
aiming “considerable expansion” the 
base effort “to further develop” animal hus- 
The decree projects increase some 120,000 
for the current year, and increase 250,000 
during “the next few years.” Polish corn produc- 
tion both prior and subsequent World War was 
because most the territory climatically ill- 
uited growing corn, and the maximum amount sown 
corn prewar Poland was more than 15,000 hec- 

Romania also called for expanded corn production. 
March 1955 speech March 3), Gheorghiu- 
Dej stated that the surface sown corn 1953 was only 
79.4% the 1948 level, but that the end 1954 had 
94.3%.** Dej said that this decreased surface 
corn cultivation was detrimental livestock husbandry 
and that, because it, the people had received less meat, 
milk, cheese, eggs and other animal products. The surface 
planted corn between 1948-1953, Dej claimed, was 3.5 
million hectares short, and added that this area had 
been planted and given yield quintals per hectare, 
would have meant enough corn fatten seven million 
hogs, about 700,000 tons meat and fat for the people. 

Similarly Bulgaria, Chervenkov called (Zemedelsko 
Zname, February 17, 1955) for expanded corn production 
solution the grain fodder problems. 


Deliveries 


Farmers the Soviet sphere may sell livestock and ani- 
mal products three different ways. First, the compulsory 
delivery system, where stipulated delivery quotas are as- 
signed each State farm, collective farm, private farm and 
individual plot kolkhoz members. Prices paid the 
State for these deliveries are generally low, although some 
improvement has occurred under the New Course. The 
second method known the contract-purchase system, 
where State farms, collective farms and private peasants 
sign contracts with the regime for delivery either cer- 
tain agricultural livestock products over and above their 
compulsory deliveries. Contracts may also signed for 
fattening livestock, and special concessions are granted 
organizations individuals who sign such contracts, such 
reduction delivery quotas, special consumer goods 


This was the average sown between 1934-38 (Yearbook 
Food and Agricultural Statistics, 1952, Rome, 1953). Moreover, 
most the corn was cultivated the southeastern territories 
Poland annexed the Soviet Union. 

Dej gave the following figures for area sown corn (in 
thousands hectares): 1948—3,673; 1950—2,853; 1952—2,960; 
1953—2,887; 1954—3,400. 


purchase privileges, and loans for purchase young stock. 
Theoretically, this system voluntary, but available in- 
formation indicates that peasants are frequently subjected 
regime pressure sign such contracts. The third 
method the “free market.” These “free” public mar- 
kets exist all urban areas and often collective farms 
operate stalls these regime-controlled sections while pri- 
vate peasants sell their produce right from their carts 
wagons. Commodities are permitted sold the 
market only after compulsory and contract deliv- 
eries are fulfilled. market prices, however, are sub- 
stantially higher than those paid for compulsory deliv- 
eries, and somewhat higher than those given the con- 
tract system. 

the past year there have been number changes 
compulsory and contract-purchase systems. Bulgaria’s 
new compulsory delivery system went into effect Janu- 
ary 1955 Sofia, December 31, 1954), and 
differs substantially from the previous law which went into 
effect the beginning 1954. The main differences are: 
meat delivery norms for private peasants were raised 
from 45% depending amount and fertility land 
the greatest increases levied the largest landholders; 
collective farm quotas remained the same, but meat 
quotas for kolkhoz private plots were reduced 20%; 
computing milk delivery quotas was changed from 
per capita basis, according the number cattle owned, 
land basis, according the amount arable land 
owned (the system was introduced 1954 for computing 
meat delivery quotas and general use the other 
Satellites for milk delivery quotas); compulsory milk 
delivery quotas for TKZS members who own cows were 


Changes Czechoslovak Bulk Purchase Prices’ 


Type and Quality June? 
Stock 1953 1954 1954 1955 
Oxen, bulls, and heifers 
5.20 6.80 7.60 9.00 
4.80 6.40 7.10 8.50 
3.80 5.40 5.90 7.30 
3.00 4.00 4.40 5.80 
2.20 2.20 2.60 4.00 
Cows 
4.60 5.80 6.50 7.90 
3.50 4.70 5.20 6.60 
1.70 3.50 3.90 5.30 
2.00 2.00 2.40 3.80 
Calves 
3.80 3.80 5.00 6.40 
3.20 3.20 4.20 5.60 
2.60 2.60 3.40 4.80 


Prices koruny per kilo liveweight. 

List (Prague), Feb. 24, 1952, May 30, 1953. 
Uredni List, Feb. 25, 1954. 

Uredni List, Mar. 31, 1954. 

Rude Pravo, Mar. 1955. 
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reduced 50%; milk quotas for private farmers with one 
cow, although average twice three times those for 
collective will reduced somewhat, while milk 
quotas for farmers with more than one cow will sub- 
stantially below those previously force, presumably or- 
der encourage increase dairy herds (sheep, goat, buf- 
falo and cow milk are lumped together this regard, 
where individual norms for each category 
animal were levied); fodder purchase privileges are 
now being gran:ed exchange for milk deliveries. 

This new law designed encourage milk deliveries 
and increase dairy herds. The more favorable norms granted 
collective farms and the kolkhoz private plots, plus the 
increased meat quotas levied private holdings, in- 
dication that the regime continues favor the collective 
sector and has not abandoned its administrative pressures 
agains the private sector. 

Unlike some the other Satellites which have been re- 
adjusting delivery quotas, Czechoslovakia has been going 
through series purchase price adjustments. Delivery 
norms for meat and livestock products were reduced 
December 1953 (see NBIC, February 1954), but encourag- 
ing delivery horned cattle and calves has since been 
attempted increased purchase prices. (See chart tracing 
price changes the past months.) Cattle purchase 
prices are currently 80% higher today than year 
and half ago, indicating the extremely low level they 
had sunk to. 

The Hungarian compulsory delivery system for livestock 
products divided into four major divisions: meat, poul- 
try, eggs and milk deliveries. Norms for the first three are 
levied meat kilograms per cadastral acre land. One 
meat kilogram equal to: one kilogram liveweight 
young fattened hog, poultry eggs; 1.5 kilograms 
slaughtered cattle sheep; 0.60 kilograms lard. The 


farmer collective organization may make delivery 
any type meat long the quota fulfilled, and 
quotas vary according the type holding. The present 
quotas are valid from January 1954 through December 
31, 1956, and differ from the 1953 quotas follows: ad- 
vanced type kolkhozes had their meat quotas increased 
1.3% and kulak quotas had theirs increased 11.5%. Types 
and collectives had the same quotas independent 
peasants, which constituted decrease for the collec- 
tives and decrease for independent peasants. None- 
theless, delivery norms for independent peasants and Types 
and kolkhozes were still more than 60% above those 
for Type III kolkhozes. The new schedule reduces poultry 
and egg quotas 55% for advanced kolkhozes and 40% for 
all other types holdings. Kolkhoz poultry norms are also 
50% below those other holdings and egg norms are 
66% lower. Milk norms for both private and collective 
holdings were lowered somewhat, and norms for private 
peasants were set encourage them increase their dairy 
herds decreasing norms for those with more than one cow. 
The Romanian regime announced new contract-pur- 
chase system January 1955 (Scinteia, January 8), 
with only minor differences between and the October 
1953 decision. Principal changes were: purchase prices 
are now based total weight delivered animal, rather 
than amount weight increase achieved; bonus 
system was introduced for long-term contractors, which 
for the second year gave them added over the 
set delivery price, and 10% for the third year; contrac- 
tual milk prices were raised 20% and the stipulated butter 
fat content raised from 3.4 3.5%. The reasons for these 
changes were that farmers had been delivering half-fat- 
tened animals, that the regime would like farmers com- 
mitted longer term contracts, and would also like 
encourage contract production high-quality milk. 


Polish Livestock Census’ 


3-Year Annual 


19382 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1949 

horses ... 3,148 1,395 1,730 2,016 2,297 2,470 2,550 
cattle’ ... 9,924 3,323 3,911 4,746 5,748 5,200 6,300 
hogs .... 9,684 1,697 2,674 4,274 4,626 9,000 5,900 
sheep ... 1,941 707 727 1,410 1,100 1,600 
goats .... 787 432 547 735 735 760 


1Sources: 1938, Yearbook Agricultural 
Statistics 1941-42 1945-46; 1946—Rocznik Statystyczny 1947 
(Warsaw), 1948; 1947, 1948, 1949 Plan—Rocznik Statystyczny 
1949, 1950; 1949, 1949 Three-Year Plan goal—Analiza Wyko- 
nania Planu Trzyletniego Secomski (Warsaw), 1950; 1950 
Dec. 1950, Trybuna Ludu, April 1951; 1952, 
1953—Radio Warsaw, Feb. 1954; 1954 Gospo- 
darcze, No. (Warsaw), Sept. 1953; Original Six-Year Plan 
—The Six Year Plan (Warsaw), 1950; Revised Six-Year Plan— 
Resolution the Government Council, Dec. 17, 1953, and Nowak 
speech, Radio Warsaw Mar. 17, 1954; Warsaw, Jan. 
31, 1955. thousands head. 

Statistics for present Polish boundaries. 


Origi- 

Annual 6-Year 6-Year 

Plan Plan Plan 

6,365 7,163 7,240 7,385 7,621 8,000 
6,120 9,928 8,611 9,730 10,285 9,730 10,500 11,000 
1,600 2,194 2,896 3,919 4,163 


for 1950 through 1952 are confused. Official census 
figures for 1950 all used here. absolute figures were given for 
1951. Feb. 1952 Gospodarka Planowa gave 1951 census as: 
cattle, same 1950; hogs, 10% less; horses, 10% over 1950; 
sheep, 17% over 1950. Sept. 1952 Gospodarka Planowa gave 
1952 census as: cattle, 7.4 million, which 5.2 million were 
cows; hogs, million. Figures contradict those given 1953 plan 
communique State Economic Planning Commission. 

1954 Plan report revealed Bierut (Trybuna Ludu, 
Jan. 26, 1955) indicated 2.4% livestock increase. also dis- 
closed that the expected hog increase was not achieved. Figures are 
approximate. 

Includes cows. 


accordance with directives, socialized horse, ani- 
mal directly employed the service the national econ- 
omy, has the right consume daily kilograms oats, 

chopped straw and hay. rule horses not 
complain kick about this menu. But people do, quite fre- 
quently. Particularly those who know that this horse menu 

incomplete, that the kilograms chopped straw, 

kilograms hay and kilograms oats must added 

sheets paper, format A-4! 

Yes, paper, the very thing! 

Let take the following case example. small 
factory the stocks chopped straw for horses have been 
exhausted. matter 100-150 kilos all. chopped 
straw can got from the Provincial Fodder Plant 
Lodz. But does horse want hear about this? No. 
just neighs. refers its owner norms. 

also true that chopped straw can bought 
nearby market, from the so-called 
Although member socialized institution, our 
horse has nothing against the idea eating straw even 
does come from private seller. There are rules, how- 
ever, which provide that before purchasing fodder outside 
the so-called “centralized” sector one must: 


Delivery Arrears 


matter how many incentives the Communists offer 
the farmers increase their production, delivery norms 
are not fulfilled. the early days the New Course, de- 
livery arrears were cancelled give the farmers the feeling 
that they were beginning with clean slate that they would 
the future have keep clean. Simultaneously, compul- 
sory quotas were reduced, and purchase prices increased, 
encourage production. Farmers who fulfilled quotas 
were allowed sell excess produce higher prices under 
contract even the “free” market. 

The Soviet and Satellite press has been filled with cases 
non-fulfillment compulsory delivery and contractual 
quotas. Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), Feb. 11, 1955, re- 
vealed that the 1954 Czechoslovak bulk-buying plan for 
pork was fulfilled only 84.1%, that for beef 98.4%. Try- 
buna Ludu, January 30, 1955, disclosed that Poland’s 1954 
plan for grain and hog purchase was the same level 
1953, while milk purchase had increased 9%. The general 
Polish situation had shown little improvement over 1953. 
Radio Warsaw broadcast March 1955 revealed that 
February this year, province had implemented the 
delivery plan for livestock slaughter. The 
achieved were 98% Kielce, 97% Lodz and Bialystok, 
and 96% Gdansk, but the countryside average was only 
87%. 

Default livestock delivery more pronounced 


Socialized Horses and Paper Fodder 


The following article the critical livestock situation Poland appeared Try- 
buna Ludu (Warsaw), February 14, 1955, and excellent illustration how and why 
the Communist plans the countryside have failed and continue fail. 

; 


prepare protocol requirements; 

order from Provincial Fodder Plant; 

obtain rejection that claim from socialized firm; 

obtain certificate that the seller has account with 
the State Savings Bureau (no such sellers can found 

submit order; 

obtain certificate, form NBP with reference the 
Journal Laws Nr. 63/48, para. 494, chapter section 
and Nr. 12/49, para. 73, chapter section 1B; 

prepare two copies statement (one’s order must 
motivated) from the applicant’s superior; 

transfer payment appropriate check 
copies) 

with the help commission, prepare the internal 
protocol, confirmed socialist organs, the effect that 
the price paid the seller not too high; 

and finally, buy bag chopped straw. 

horse would laugh all that the business did not 
concern it. But cannot laugh any longer. passed 
away. 

This paper diet does not serve horses well, even those 
from the socialized sector. 


Hungary than the other Satellites. The press has at- 
tacked the “false and hostile rumor” that the regime would 
continue cancel delivery arrears, insisting that “not 
single kilo” would cancelled. similar amount space 
has been devoted lagging milk collections. The problem 
increasing pork supply another the most pressing 
for the Hungarian regime. Attacks press and radio have 
scored “laxity” collection authorities, 
many peasants, and slaughtering. attack these 
problems, the regime instituted new decree revoking some 
the more moderate provisions the New Course pro- 
gram (Radio Budapest, February 17, 1955), and provid- 
ing that independent peasants not arrears, who have 
fulfilled hog delivery quotas for the calendar year, may 
then slaughter hogs for themselves, sell live hogs they 
have fattened, but they may not sell slaughtered hogs, raw 
meat lard. Kolkhozes, however, are permitted this 
decree market those products, provided the hogs from 
which they come are fattened the kolkhoz, but they are 
forbidden purchase hogs for resale, sell them 
the market. The obvious purposes the decree are not 
only insist fulfilling quotas, but also control the 
more obvious methods bypassing regime intentions. 


Patterns and Conclusions 


The critical livestock situation has presented the Com- 
munist regimes with some major problems. the past 
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The following two accounts describe the same occasion: contract deliveries livestock 
the Polish village Recz Pomorski. The one the left reporter-photographer 
the local newspaper Glos (Szczecin), who was sent cover the joyous event. 
The necessity for taking photographs made this impractical, and returned without the 
story. The second account Radio Szczecin announcer, who was not inhibited the 
need for visual evidence. The newspaperman, apparently chided his editor for his failure 
report and picture such glowing testimonial the superiority Communist agriculture, 
presented both versions, his own and paraphrase the radio announcer’s, letter 


his newspaper, January 13. 


The reporter: waited over hour without seeing 
single peasant come with his livestock for delivery. The 
manager and personnel the purchasing point tried 
console expressing their hope that least one would 
show up. Finally one did materialize. saw cart with 
peasant driver approaching. the cart was very skinny 
old pig. Some employees the purchasing point energeti- 
cally helped the peasant unload the animal. The weigher 
announced that came 150 kilos. Another official classi- 
fied the pig class XI. Peasant Wasik was given his pay- 
ment 750 zlotys. Wasik expressed himself loudly about 
this payment before directing his steps toward town. 
asked him what intended buy with the money. 
pay the fire insurance, buy rubber shoes] 
for the kids, and get half pint vodka. That’s all. The 
hell with it.” This was his simple answer. 

The announcer: Hello, listeners. are now the 
purchasing point. The yard packed with carts and peas- 


months they have had import many animal products 
formerly exported. The Department Commerce 
reports that during 1953, with only six New Course months 
over, animal and animal product exports (including hides) 
from the Soviet bloc the Free World were $93.3 million, 
and imports were some $82.4 million, almost much. 
The balance trade situation was further aggravated 
the fact that many the newly-produced Satellite indus- 
trial products were found non-competitive the 
world market both price-wise and quality-wise. Moreover, 
since the Soviet Union was unable cope with its own 
agricultural deficiencies and problems, the Satellites could 
hardly hope for food and raw material bolstering from the 
USSR, and this may added explanation the pres- 
ent emphasis farm production and livestock par- 
ticular. 

For livestock, the Soviet orbit was adopting more realistic 
measures for solving its problems, encouraging breeding 
better stock offering premiums and refusing accept 
sub-standard animals. The fodder problem was being at- 
tacked urging higher yields, new crop emphases, par- 
ticularly corn, and better management, calling for local 
initiative and responsibility. Recent changes also indicated 
that quota computations delivery systems were gradu- 
ally being shifted from per capita per hectare basis, an- 
other method increasing stress animal husbandry. 

Against the continued resistance the peasants, the re- 
gimes are attempting closer controls prevent “profiteer- 


ants. Every minute new carts are arriving, full large fat 
pigs, cows and sheep. Pretty near the entire population 
the neighborhood gathered here today make their 
livestock deliveries. Officials are bustling about weighing 
the animals and paying the peasants. Right now Franciszek 
Wasik, independent peasant, coming in, bringing his 
precious specimen, pig weighing least 250 kilos. 
And getting mighty large sum for that pig. Now 
accompany him. are town now, watching citizen 
Wasik buy lot things for the money received. 
has electric samovar, fall overcoat for himself and silk 
make dress for his wife, three pairs leather shoes 
and huge box candy for the children. addition 
all these things, Wasik has three bottles wine. Talking 
us, Wasik very enthusiastic about contract deliveries, 
and says that has decided raise more livestock for the 
State next year. 


39 


ing,” sale animals, and delivery arrears. Also, 
livestock census dates have been generally shifted from De- 
cember October prevent peasants from holding 
back livestock until after census, and then delivering stock 
that has lost weight. The Communists know that larger 
livestock inventory the farm does not necessarily mean 
more meat, butter milk for their collections, and they 
seem taking those measures necessary “persuade” 
farmers that their interest divert farm produce 
into State-controlled channels, and direct production 
according State-oriented planning. 


Caption: “Look, Krasula, the zootechnician coming.” 
“Oh, some important resolution has been passed.” 


Spoldziolnia Produkcyjna (Warsaw), December 17, 1953 
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Satellite 
Demography 


This, the second two parts, examines the dem- 
ography Poland and Czechoslovakia, with special 
reference the changes brought about the Com- 
munist regimes. 


Poland 


More than any other country the area, Poland’s demo- 
graphic structure was modified the war years and the 
peace settlement. Indeed, prewar Poland longer exists; 
Poland today geographically quite different country 
than before the war. has been, effect, pushed the 
west. eastern area 179,740 square kilometers and ap- 
proximately 11.6 million prewar population was removed 
from Poland and incorporated into the USSR. the west 
area 100,943 square kilometers and approximately 
8.5 million prewar population, the Western Territories, was 
taken from Germany and given Poland. addition, 
Poland acquired Danzig (Gdansk), area 1,893 square 
kilometers and approximately 390,600 prewar population.* 
The eastern area was primarily rural and agricultural; the 
acquired western territories were largely industrial. 

These geographical changes were followed population 
shifts, organized and unorganized, very large scale. 
addition, they profoundly affected every element the 
country’s demographic structure. This fact geographical 
change the dominating feature Polish demographic 
development since the war. 

Table gives the total population Poland for the last 
three and half decades. Pre-1940 figures are for the terri- 
tory 1923-37. 

These figures conceal complex series population 
shifts, expulsions, emigrations and war losses, addition 
the changes resulting from geographical modification. 
The following balance sheet will perhaps clarify the intri- 
cacies Poland’s population changes 1939-1949. Unless 
otherwise indicated, all figures are for the present territory 


Poland. 


All these figures and estimates from The Population Poland 
Mauldin and Akers, U.S. Bureau the Census, series P-90, No. 
U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, C., 1954. 


Table Balance Sheet Population Changes 
1939-1949 (in 


Population prewar Poland, Jan. 1939........ 34,800 
less: eastern areas ceded USSR, Jan. 
plus: Western Territories, Jan. 1939.... 

Population postwar boundaries, Jan. 1939 

Germans deported Germany after the 
Persons transferred USSR 520 


plus: Transfers from eastern ceded 2,000 
Natural increase Jan. 1939 Dec. 31, 1948 


Expected population, Jan. 24,257 
24,209 
This balance sheet, course, must taken ap- 
proximation only. The figure for civilian losses, particu- 
larly, very rough estimate; may either too high 
much too low. The sheet does not include Polish refu- 
gees the West who were not repatriated after the war. 
The natural increase figure approximation, since war- 
time birth and death rates can only estimated. The mili- 
tary loss figure applies prewar Polish boundaries; there 
seems adequate way adjusting this postwar boun- 
daries. Nevertheless, the sheet does provide indication 
population movements during that tragic decade. 
The following table gives the percentages population 
increase for the five-year periods Table 


Table Population Increase Percentages 
(five-year periods) 


Dec. 31, 1948- 
1920-25 1925-1930 1930-35 Dec. 31, 1953 
9.5 6.8 9.5 


The high but falling prewar increase rate typical the 
area and expected from agricultural country 
the process industrialization. The postwar increase rate, 


the following two sources: The Population Poland and Popula- 
tion Changes Poland 1939-1950, Henryk Zielinski, Mid-Euro- 
pean Studies Center, New York, 1954, 

For prewar Poland. 

Very approximate; see text. 


Table Total Population (in 


1920 1925 1930 1935 1946 
26,746 29,275 31,472 33,601 23,930 


otherwise indicated, figures from Demographic 
Yearbook 1953, United Nation Statistical Office, Department 
Economic Affairs, New York, 1953. These figures are estimates 
based the nearest census, adjusted for the middle the year. 


1947 1948 1949 1950? 19538 
23,843 23,970 24,448 24,977 26,500 


Official census, Dec. 31. 
(Poland), vol. 
Approximate, Dec. 31. Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), March 


1954. 
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Prewar and Postwar Poland 


LEGEND 


CENTRAL POLAND 


POLISH ADMINISTERED TERRITORY 


1950 
FORMER FREE CITY DANZIG 


1950 
1932 
PROVINCIAL BOUNDARIES 
1950 
1932 
WARSAW 


WARSAW 


SOURCE: POLAND, GEOGRAFICZNY ATLAS POLSKI, PANSTWOWE WARSAW, POWIATY 3,000,000. 


however, remarkably high, even considering the general 
rise European increase rates after the war. 

Table gives the Polish birth and death rates for the 
last three and half decades. Prewar rates are for prewar 
boundaries. 

The postwar Polish birth rates are extraordinarily high, 
far the highest Europe (with the possible exception 
Albania). The 1920-24 Polish rate was high, but exceeded 
the rates Bulgaria, Romania and Yugoslavia. rise 
the birth rate after the war was phenomenon com- 
mon most Europe, but that the postwar Polish rates 
should higher than the Polish rates 1930-34, time 


From The Population Poland, Bureau the Census. 


when, shall see, the country was far less urbanized 
and industrialized than today, remarkable. 

The rise the birth rate notable cities well 
rural areas. Warsaw had 1936-38 birth rate 13.9; 
1953 was 22.8. The 1936-38 rate Lodz was 11.7; 
was 24.3 1953.1 


difficult completely explain these high postwar 
rates. Doubtless the major factor the Western Territories 
which have rate well above the national average. The 
German population this area, nearly percent the 


Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych, Aug.-Sept. 1954. 
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Table Crude Birth (number live births per 1000 persons) 


1920-24 1925-29 1930-34 1935-39 1947 1948 1949 1950 1951? 19538 
34.3 33.0 28.4 25.4 26.4 29.4 30.5 30.1 30.1 
Crude Death Rates! (number deaths per 1000 persons, excluding stillbirths) 
20.6 17.0 15.0 14.0 11.4 11.2 11.6 11.6 12.5 10.2 


official 1951 death rate was announced. may calculated, 
Unless otherwise indicated, from Demographic Yearbook however, from announced birth rate and annouced natural increase 
1953. 


rate, 18.6. 
Birth rate Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), February 19, 1952. Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych (Warsaw), Aug.-Sept. 1954. 


whole, was almost completely replaced Polish peasants 
from the east, most whom were young. area popu- 
lated largely persons the reproductive ages who have 
high degree economic security would indeed tend 
have high birth rate. Nevertheless, the rate the West- 
ern Territories still astounding: 37.1 1953. some 
districts the area the rate 1953 was almost 
cities the Western Territories share the extremely high 
rates. Wroclaw (Breslau) and Szczecin (Stettin) had 1953 
rates 35.8 and 39.2 respectively.* 


Another factor the high Polish rate probably the 
great population loss suffered the country during the war 
period. Nations, individual organisms, apparently 
tend react loss substance compensatory accelera- 
tion growth. This effect may have been particularly 
marked Poland reaction the deliberately anti- 
natalist policy the Nazi German occupation. The use 
contraceptives was encouraged, maternity benefits and hos- 
pital insurance were reduced eliminated, and, the 
western areas incorporated into Germany, Polish women 


All figures Western Territories rates from Przeglad Zagad- forbidden marry before the age 24, men be- 
nien Socjalnych, Aug.-Sept. 1954. fore 28. 


Other probable causes contributing the high rates are 
Birth Rates Poland Province: 1950 the influence the Catholic church, the unavailability 


contraceptives, and the official encouragement large fam- 
ilies. These factors, however, also exist countries with 
much lower birth rates; presumed that the major 
causes the extraordinary Polish rates are the resettlement 
the west and the reaction wartime depopulation. 
The natural increase (excess births over deaths) 
Poland 1953 was 19.9. The natural increases some 
West European countries for the year were: England and 
West Germany, 4.5; France, 5.8; Italy, 7.4; (U.S.A., 15.1). 


Urban-Rural Distribution 


The following table gives the urban-rural distribution; 
there are two sets figures for 1931, the first for Polish 
boundaries that year, the second for postwar Poland. 

The disparity between the two sets 1931 figures, those 


BIRTH RATES PER for Poland was then and those for the boundaries 
present day Poland, are striking reminder that these are 
two different countries. Prewar Poland was overwhelmingly 
325 rural. the formation postwar Poland, and the ex- 
375 42.4 change eastern rural areas for urbanized western areas, 
Poland became markedly less rural even prior Communist 
industrialization. The prewar urban percentage the east- 

Postwar Territory. From The Population Poland, ern territories ceded the USSR was only 18.4. The pre- 
Bureau the Census. war urban percentage the Western Territories added 


Table Distribution (in thousands) 


8,731 27.4 11,189 37.4 7,425 31.4 8,858 35.8 10,900 41.1 
23,185 72.6 18,703 62.6 16,201 68.6 15,904 64.2 15,600 58.9 

Loc. cit. This excludes 304,000 persons for whom the 1946 
The Population Poland, 123. The prewar figure ex- census gave residential data. February. 
cludes 191,000 soldiers quartered barracks. Thoroughout the 


Geografia Polski, Maria Czekanska; Warsaw, 1951. 
table, urban defined urban administrative status, regardless Dec. 31. Urban percentage from Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych 
size. 


(Warsaw), Aug. 1954. Other figures computed. 


ar 


Poland was 50.2. addition, Poland gained Gdansk (Dan- 
zig), with urban percentage 72.9. 

The large drop urban percentage 1931-1946 was, 
course, the result the war. Cities and towns were de- 
stroyed and much their population fled the country. 
The Jewish population, almost completely urban, was virtu- 
ally exterminated. 

postwar years the increase urban percentage was 
and continues very rapid. Note that, although both 
the 1953 total and urban population was smaller than 
1931, the 1953 urban percentage was 3.7 higher. 

The rapidity urbanization, or, more accurately, re- 
urbanization, particularly striking the larger cities. The 
following table gives the population these cities for 
selected years. 


Table VI. Population Cities (in thousands) 


1946 1949 increase 
Warsaw ...... 1,172 479 641 9655 101 
605 496 622 655 
Krakow 219 299 348 416 
Wroclaw ..... 625 171 341 109 
270 200 207 184 
Gdansk ....... 235 118 191 203 
Stalinograd ... 126 128 170 191 
Bydgoszcz 117 135 160 177 
Czestochowa 117 101 119 145 
Lublin 112 111 129 


The cities Wroclaw, Szczecin, Gdansk and Olsztyn 
were, course, German before the war (then named 
Breslau, Stettin, Danzig and and the great drop 
their population 1946 was due deportation and 
flight almost all the German population. Warsaw, the 
prewar Polish city which suffered most during the war, has 
increased very rapidly from its postwar but has not 
yet attained its prewar Most the other Polish 
cities are now larger than before the war. 

The 1953 figure for Krakow includes the approximately 
40,000 inhabitants Nowe Huta, new community 
workers about kilometers outside the old city. Nowe Huta 
was started 1950 and scheduled for completion 
1956. now has about 70,000 people, many them em- 
ployed the new steel mills outside Krakow. 

Another important new urban development Nowe 
Tychy, attached the old town Tychy, Silesia. This 
has now only about six thousand inhabitants, but sched- 
uled become industrial center 30,000 population 
1955. Also Silesia, there has been large urban de- 
velopment near the coal fields Pyskowice. Many existing 
cities are expanded contain workers for new in- 
dustry. 


The Population Poland, pp. 128-9. 

Statistical Yearbook 1947, Warsaw, pp. 21-27. 

Population Changes Poland, 28. 

Miasto (Warsaw), July 1954. 

Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych, Aug.-Sept. 1954. 


addition information the growth specified 
cities, have some incomplete figures the changes 
the total number communities various sizes. The fol- 
lowing table gives that information. 


Table VII. Number Communities Size 
1955 
19491 1953? 
10,000-50,000 112 144 147 194 


must remembered that this extremely rapid rise 
the number cities over 100,000 from 1946 1953 does 
not indicate the expansion smaller communities but 
rather the rebuilding large cities depopulated the war. 


Occupation 


The following table gives the distribution those de- 
pendent agricultural and non-agricultural occupations. 


Table VIII. Dependents Agricultural and Non-Agricultural 
Occupations (in thousands) 


Non-agricultural ........... 12,335 38.6 


This indeed remarkable shift from almost two-thirds 
dependence agriculture the predominance non- 
agricultural dependents. However, examination the pre- 
war occupational distribution for the postwar boundaries 
Poland indicates that this shift almost entirely the result 
the postwar geographical changes. Before the war, the 
agriculturally dependent population the present Polish 
boundaries was percent (estimate The Population 
Poland, 97, Table IX-D; this combines the 1931 figure 
for Central Poland, 1939 figure for Western 
1950, therefore, Poland had slightly greater percentage 
dependents agriculture than did the same territory be- 
fore the war. The shift Table VIII largely illusory 
except insofar reflects the advantages industrialized 
territory gained Poland the postwar geographical 
changes. 

true, however, that light the very severe dam- 
age suffered during the war the cities and industrial 
potential the present Polish area, the fact that the pre- 
war degree industrialization had been almost reached 
1950 indication the intensity the Communist 
industrialization program and the vitality the Polish peo- 
ple. also true that the figures available indicate that 
industrialization since 1950 has advanced far beyond that 
level. 

end year. Dash indicates information. 

Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych, Aug.-Sept. 1954. End 
The Population Poland, 126. 


The Population Poland, 165. For prewar boundaries. 
Wies Liczbach (Warsaw), 1952, 15. December 


RATE PER 
1000 POPULATION 


1920 


1895 1900 1905 1910 
1895-1939 for Prewar Boundaries. 


1940-1952 for Postwar Boundaries. 


June, 1949, there were 3,930,000 non-agricultural 
workers (employees, not dependents Table VIII), 
16.1 percent the total the end 1953 
this figure had risen 5,600,000, 21.1 percent the total 
With the introduction the New Course, 
however, and the recognition the exaggerated rate 
industrialization, this increase non-agricultural workers 
the expense agricultural was, however temporarily, 
halted. 1954 total employment increased 4.3 percent 
over 1953; excluding agriculture, however, employment in- 
creased only 4.0 percent, indicating that agriculture em- 
ployment was rising slightly faster rate than non-agri- 
cultural that year.* 


The increase construction workers 
rapid; they increased almost seven times from 1946 1953. 
1946 construction workers were percent the total 
population; 1953 they had increased 2.5 percent (this 
percentage the 1940, time intense building, 
was 2.7). This great rise the number construction 
workers was, course, made necessary the shattered 
condition Polish cities immediately after the war. 


The best picture the extent and rapidity Communist 
industrialization given the figures employment 


Statistical Yearbook 1949. 
Glos Pracy (Warsaw), May 1954. 
Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), Jan. 30, 1955. figure 


000 for the number employed the economy and ad- 
ministration,” was also given. 


Vital Rates Poland: 1895-1952 


1925 


1940 


1930 1935 1945 1950 1955 


From The Population Poland, Bureau the Census. 


industry, construction and coal mining. The following table 
gives that information. 


Table IX. Workers Industry, Construction, 
Coal Mining (in thousands) 


19461 1950 1953 

987 1,150 1,634 
Coal Mining ......... 212 2308 2395 


Ethnic Composition 


The following table gives the ethnic composition pre- 
war and postwar Poland. Native language was the ethnic 
criterion. 

Among those listed Poles 1949 are 1,040,000 former 
German citizens but ethnic Poles, who adopted Polish 
citizenship after the war. The Ukrainians and White 
Ruthenians were almost all the area ceded the USSR. 
The near extermination the Jewish population was, 


Adapted from The Population Poland. 

Compiled from annual Plan reports. Figures industry, 
1950 and 1953, refer State-run industry, approximately per- 
cent all industry. For year’s end. 

Geografia Gospodarcza Polski, Warsaw, 1951. For year’s end. 

Trybuna Ludu, Aug. 12, 1953. This figure was published 
“the present.” 

Ibid., March 15, 1954. Presumably for year’s end. 
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course, the result the German occupation. Poland, like 
the other Satellite countries, now considerably more 
ethnically than before the war. 


Table Ethnic Composition (in thousands) 


Percent Percent 
21,916 68.9 23,700 98.5 
Ukrainians ....... 4,442 13.9 none 
White Ruthenians. 1,697 none 
Germans ......... 741 120 


Age and Sex Distribution 


The following table gives the latest available information 
age and sex distribution. 


Table XI. Age and Sex Distribution® (percentages) 
Age: 1931 1946 (Feb.) (Dec.) 
38.8 36.7 35.6 
53.4 54.4 56.1 
7.8 8.9 8.3 
Sex: 

48.3 45.8 47.9 
51.7 54.2 52.1 


The postwar age distribution was favorable one, with 
small percentages the dependent age groups result 
the sharp drop birth rates during the war period. 
addition, Polish losses during the war were spread through- 
out all age groups; military losses young men were very 
small fraction total losses, and there was consequently 
serious postwar gap the generation that had been mili- 
tary age. These factors gave desirable age structure dur- 
ing the crucial years rebuilding and industrialization. 
However, the depleted generation born the war period 
just now beginning reach the age economic activity, 
and the small size this generation will probably create 
manpower shortage the coming years. addition, the 
very high postwar birth rates will for time greatly increase 
the percentage dependent age groups. 


Czechoslovakia 


Like Poland, Czechoslovakia emerged from the war 


years with considerably decreased population. Unlike 
Poland, however, war-time military and civilian losses re- 
sulting from the occupation were not major factor. These 
losses, almost entirely civilian and mostly Jewish, have been 
officially estimated about 250,000 (Statisticky 
[Prague], 1948, vol. XI, no. 1). The natural increase be- 
tween January 1939 and May 22, 1947, was approxi- 
mately 743,000. 

The major factor the population decrease was the 
expulsion about 2.4 million Sudeten Germans under the 
Potsdam Agreement, and the flight some 600,000 
Sudetens with the retreating German forces 1945. Most 
those expelled were from the border areas northern 
and western Bohemia, and from northern and south-central 
Moravia. 

There was also much smaller population flow the 
other direction, after the war, when approximately 150,000 
Czechs and Slovaks who had been living abroad returned, 
mostly from Volhynia, the Ukraine. 

Geographically, there has been one major alteration 
postwar Czechoslovakia: the Soviet annexation Sub- 
Carpathian Ruthenia 1945, territory approximately 
730,000 prewar population and area 12,617 square 
kilometers. 

The following table gives the population Czechoslo- 
vakia over the last two and half decades. 


Table XII. Total (in thousands) 
19215 19397 19478 


13,998 14,612 12,165 plus 


Prewar Czechoslovakia was the Satellite most similar 
demographic characteristics the nations Western Eu- 
rope. This was particularly true the Czech regions, 
where most the industrialization was concentrated. The 
Slovak regions were relatively rural, with certain char- 
acteristics eastern and south-eastern Europe. 1930, 
the Czech regions had 76.3 the population (of the present 
area the country). 1947 the Czech regions had 72.0 
percent the population; the same percentage probable 
today. There has been, then, slight increase the weight 
the population the Slovak regions. 

The following table gives birth and death rates for the 
last three and half decades. 


Table XIII. Crude Birth 


1920-24 


1925-29 1930-34 1935-40 1947 1948 1949 195413 
26.7 22.9 19.7 17.1 24.2 23.4 22.1 22.9 20.0 plus 
Crude Death Rates 
16.5 15.2 13.7 13.2 12.1 11.5 11.7 11.4 10.0 


Statistical Yearbook 1939. 

Adapted from estimate The Population Poland. 

Przeglad Zagadnien Socjalnych, Aug.-Sept. 1954. The 1953 
figure estimate based 1950 figures. 

Unless otherwise indicated, from The Population Czecho- 
slovakia, Waller Wynne, Jr., U.S. Bureau the Census, series 
P-90, No. U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, C., 
1953, 43. All these figures refer the present boundaries 
Czechoslovakia. 


10. Jan. From Rude Pravo (Prague), Feb. 1955. 
approximation; was stated that the population “exceeded 
million.” 

11. Unless otherwise indicated, from Demographic Yearbook 
1953. 

12. The Population Czechoslovakia, 45. 

13. Rude Pravo, Feb. 1955. Only the death rate was given. 
The birth rate computed from the death rate and the given 
natural increase rate “more than one percent” (ten per thou- 
sand). 


The 1920-24 birth and death rates were far the lowest 
the area. The current rates are probably still the lowest, 
but, except for the extraordinary Polish birth rate and the 
high Romanian death rate, very much smaller margins. 

Czechoslovakia shared the general European postwar 
birth rate increase moderate degree. The spurt seems 
now exhausting itself and the trend toward re- 
turn the prewar decline. 

The infant mortality rate 1920-24 was, although some- 
what lower than those the Balkan countries, one the 
highest Europe. fell fairly rapidly the next two 
decades, but the eve the war was still much higher 
than West European rates. late 1950 the Czecho- 
slovak rate was 77.6 (deaths infants under one year per 
thousand population, stillbirths excluded), more than three 
times that the Scandinavian countries, although probably 
the lowest the area. Since then has fallen sharply, and 
January 1955 was (Radio Prague, Jan. 6), 
higher than that many West European countries. 


Regional Distribution 


The following table gives the population the ad- 
ministrative regions. The 1930 and 1947 figures are for 
the boundaries 1948, which date the administrative 
regions were created. 


Table XIII. Regional Distribution (in thousands) 


Regions 19301 19502 19548 
Czech 
Ceske Budejovice 494 510 525 
729 550 568 560 
Karlovy Vary ..... 627 300 311 315 
Usti nad Labem.... 890 623 650 665 
746 480 497 490 
Hradec Kralove ... 696 553 570 
506 423 436 455 
490 423 437 420 
1,041 934 967 980 
765 585 606 630 
Gottwaldov ....... 575 594 612 630 
922 790 818 910 
Slovak 

769 819 864 945 
684 703 711 700 
Banska 498 490 502 490 
488 502 525 560 
459 448 479 525 
426 439 460 420 


was the Czech regions from which most the Ger- 
mans were deported, and where consequently there was the 
greatest loss population after the war. The slight popu- 
lation declines certain regions from 1950 1954 repre- 
sent, the Czech areas particularly, drift away from 
the already depopulated border areas where land poor 
and life hard, toward the industrial regions. the Slovak 


The Population Czechoslovakia, 46. 

Hospodarska Geografie Ceskoslovenska, Dr. Miroslav Blazek, 
Prague, 1954. 

These are approximations, computed from the official num- 
ber Members Parliament alloted each region. The figures 
total 12,880,000, which somewhat low. 


Sudetenland Area Czech Regions 


3 AREA ANNEXED BY 
GERMANY OCTOBER 1938 


Stanenchy © (1945), 6, 194. 


From The Population Czechoslovakia, Bureau the Census. 


regions the industrial areas, particularly Bratislava, have 
had very marked population increase. 

Both Poland and Czechoslovakia had superficially simi- 
lar problem the war’s end: each them had large areas 
from which the prewar German population had been ex- 
pelled and which were consequence seriously under- 
populated. Poland, previously shown, these areas 
were partially repopulated with young land-hungry farm- 
ers from the east. Czechoslovakia, the other hand, had 
such source agricultural labor (there was consider- 
able population transfer from Sub-Carpathian Ruthenia, 
most the population which was Ruthenian). 

Within the past year the regime has inaugurated pro- 
gram check the drift from the border areas offering 
inducements for farmers move there. This program has 
been particularly aimed youth (see 11). Indeed, 
striking feature Czechoslovak agriculture the increas- 
ing age the agricultural population. The following table 
gives the distribution age groups within the total agri- 
cultural population. 


Table XIV. Age Distribution (percentages) 


Age Group 1930 1949 1953 
13.3 3.6 4.9 
23.3 19.7 14.6 
16.7 26.5 26.1 
14.6 19.5 22.7 


Occupation Structure 


Prewar Czechoslovakia was the most industrialized, the 
least dependent agriculture, the Satellites. Under the 
Communist industrialization program, the percentage the 
population employed industry increased, that agricul- 
ture declined. Table gives the distribution the eco- 
nomically active population the major categories, and 
percentages within these categories only. 

The drop agricultural manpower 464,000 from 1948 
sity Communist industrialization. far can ascer- 


Ekonomicky Casopis (Bratislava), 1954, vol. II, no. 
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tained from the incomplete and non-comparable figures, 
this great greater degree industrialization, and 
consequent dirainution agriculture, took place any 
the Satellites. Since Czechoslovakia, the beginning 
this period, was already highly industrialized, with econ- 
omy well balanced between industry and agriculture, 
little wonder Czechoslovak agriculture now peril- 
ous straits, and that the regime has since 1954 been attempt- 
ing increase the agricultural population. 


Table XV. Economically Active Population; Major 
(in thousands) 


1948 
Industry 
Agriculture 
Transportation ......... 323 397 9.3 


There are other indications the degree industrial- 
ization. 1948, percent the national income was 
derived from agriculture; 1953 this figure had fallen 
only percent. The share the national income derived 
from industry rose from percent percent, that from 
construction rose from five eight percent (Nova Svoboda, 
Jan. 1955). 

There are recent figures available the urban-rural 
distribution. know, however, that there have been 
number new urban communities created. Most these 
are Slovakia, before the war predominantly rural. The 
industrial production Slovakia had 1954 increased 350 
percent over 1937; 125 new factories were established and 
109 were expanded rebuilt (Prace [Bratislava], April 20, 
1954). 


Ethnic Structure 


The following table gives the distribution the popula- 
tion nationality. 


Table XVI. Structure 


19302 
Russian and Ukrainian........ 0.8 


0.7 
0.3 


see note 


Compiled from: Czechoslovak Economic Five Year Plan, 
Prague, 1949; Nova Svoboda (Prague), Jan. 1955; Rude Pravo, 
June 12, 1954. 


all the other Satellites, Czechoslovakia now more 
ethnically homogeneous than before the war. The major 
change the almost complete expulsion the Sudeten 
Germans. 


Hungarian Addenda 


Some additional Hungarian statistics (see NBIC, Feb- 
ruary 1955, 27) were released the latest issue Statis- 
ztikai Szemle (Budapest), vol. XXXIII, no. January 
1955. The total population December 31, 1954 was 
given 9,750,000, making density 104.8 per square 
kilometer. 

July 1954, percent the population were 
urban residents, percent rural residents. The present 
population Budapest was put 1,780,000. was stated 
that the population the new industrial town Stalinvaros 
has increased sevenfold since 1949. 

Birth and death rates for 1953 were 21.6 and 11.7 per 
thousand respectively. Preliminary approximate figures in- 
dicate that the 1954 birth and death rates were 23.0 and 
11.0. these 1954 approximations are accurate, the Hun- 
garian birth rate continuing its upward postwar move- 
ment. 

The infant mortality rate was 70.8 1953, approxi- 
mately 60.7 1954. This less than half the 1938 rate. 
The major cause for this decline the increase the num- 
ber hospital births; was stated that Budapest the 
number infants born maternity wards with the 
assistance physician nearing 100 percent, per- 
cent other cities, and over percent villages. 

According Szabad Nep (Budapest), January 30, 1955, 
the average number workers and employees, excluding 
agriculture, was 2,435,000 1954; this was 25,000 more 
than 1953. 


Romanian Addenda 


Scinteia (Bucharest), February 1955, gave two addi- 
tional demographic statistics for 1954. These were death 
rate 11.4, and infant mortality rate 89.0. birth 
rate was given. 


The Population Czechoslovakia, 65. 

Hospodarska Geografie Ceskoslovenska. 

68.3 percent Czechs; 23.0 percent Slovaks. 

figure 2.7 percent was given for Germans, Poles and 
Gypsies. 

After the war Jews were not recognized ethnically separate 
for statistical purposes. The prewar figure here given very low, 
since language was the criterion. There were probably 250 300 
thousand Jews before the war. Approximately 200 thousand were 
killed the Germans during the occupation; the remainder, 
many emigrated Israel. Estimates the present Jewish popula- 
tion vary from thousand. 


Bargain 


1937 Packard automobile was advertised for sale the December issue 
the Czechoslovak paper Lidova Democracie. The price was 27,000 crowns. Com- 
puted the present rate exchange, this would make worth $3,750. 


li- 


Title: The Beautiful Soul. 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), April 1954 


BEING socially despised and professionally disman- 

tled segment society, the intelligentsia the Soviet 
bloc countries today the object regime solicitude and 
solicitation. Remorse and fervent promises redress key- 
note the flood propaganda addressed the intelligentsia 
the Satellite press. And concrete measures are being 
taken revive participating, even leading, group 
national life. 

The need for educated leadership society has al- 
ways been acknowledged Communism. Doctrine pos- 
tulates that this need will met the development 
new “working derived from and fused with 
all classes society. The term which non-communist 
countries applied more less definitively members 
the free professions—law, teaching, science and the arts— 
Communist semantics increasingly expanded in- 
clude almost all who are not specifically factory workers 
peasants. According the Great Soviet Encyclopedia 
definition, the “new people’s intelligentsia”, addition 
scientists, writers, teachers and doctors, includes agrono- 
mists, State and Party workers, and managers enter- 
prises, kolkhozes, sovkhozes, MTS, intelligentsia 
differs basically from the bourgeois one its composition 
well the character its work.” the Satellites 
the category already comprises the bureaucracy and groups 
who have had only vocational-technical training, and 
meant include anybody who has contributed his own 
field “the advancement Socialism.” Contemporanul 
(Bucharest), November 19, 1954, editorial emphasized 
that “in the People’s Democracy, one excluded from 
the honor becoming creative worker his particular 
and points out the wide range occupations and 
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interesting current phenomenon the wooing 
the non-Communist intelligentsia the Satel- 
lite regimes. This article analyzes the meaning 
and some the effects this change the 
status the educated middle class. 


backgrounds represented the “new Romanian people’s 
intelligentsia.” the Soviet Union, Party propaganda an- 
ticipates that “the entire Soviet people will eventually 
become intelligentsia.” 

Pre-New Course hostility toward the intelligentsia sprang 
from many sources: was both “rational” (i.e., prescribed) 
and highly charged emotionally. The old East European 
intellectuals were closely identified the Communists 
with the classes who “exploited” and the 
benefits education and the fruits culture. Thus 
was that, socially, the non-Communist intelligentsia shared 
the persecution the bourgeoisie the new masters. 
Politically, this intelligentsia was considered clearly pro- 
capitalist and pro-Western. The “weakness” this group 
was underscored Malenkov his 1947 report the 
Cominform meeting Poland: The agents foreign 
espionage services are bending every effort find weak 
points among certain unstable sections the intelligentsia 
who still bear the stamp the old lack faith their 
own forces, and are affected with the disease servility 
everything foreign. Such people are easy game for for- 
eign espionage services. 

addition admiration for Western culture, the Com- 
munists saw less tangible but also serious threat the 
free intelligentsia’s characteristic exercise speculation, 
criticism, and dissent. The magazine Lupta Clasa 
(Bucharest), July 1953, attacked Romanian writers “who 
still depict [in their literary portrayals intellectuals] that 
cheap skepticism which Lenin denounced most vehemently, 
skepticism which has been deeply engraved into the intel- 
lectual’s consciousness the bourgeoisie, skepticism 
which prevents him from seeing the offerings the new, 
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from becoming enthusiastic about that which new, and 
fighting for its realization. Such concepts, they are not 
liquidated, can become extremely dangerous the light 
the present the class struggle, they 
may become pillars support for imperialist ideology 
our country.” 

After the Communist coups, this hostility was expressed 
across-the-board purge the intelligentsia from 
government pcsts and from the staffs institutions, 
factories, laboratories; doctors and lawyers could practice 
only sanctioned members government “collectives.” 
Higher education was barred their children. They were 
discriminated against materially, housing allocations 
and rations, and many were deported from the main urban 
centers. The went far make every- 
one who could read and write, who had travelled abroad, 
who had university degree, the target campaign 
derision. Only decorative fringe collaborating artists 
and scientists remained. This group received great mate- 
rial advantages and publicity, but possessed power; 
its only function was fill cultural orders for the regime. 

The overzealous pursuit this policy resulted last 
bankruptcy intellectual and administrative leadership, 
including serious shortage able officials government 
and Party. Even before the New Course, the middle-class 
technological experts had enjoyed certain regime regard 
because their skills were essential the Stalinist industrial 
program. The new demand for more than technical skills, 
and the large-scale campaign behalf the old-time 
intelligentsia, are traceable the fact that, the stock- 
taking and self-scrutinizing which followed Stalin’s death, 
the Satellite regimes realized that “new,” professionally 
competent intelligentsia had failed materialize accord- 
ing plan. Too many signs ineffectuality the new 
leaders public life, well lack significant work 
the arts and sciences, led the Communist ideologists re- 
call the words Lenin: “Under the Soviet power, your 
proletarian party will invaded number bourgeois 
intellectuals. They will penetrate into the People’s 
Councils, into the Courts, and into the [organs of] admin- 
with the human materials created Capitalism. im- 
possible expel and destroy the bourgeois intelligentsia; 
necessary conquer this intelligentsia, remold, 
assimilate, and re-educate it.” 


Reconstruction 


the speech (July 1953) which launched Hungary’s 
New Course, Premier Imre Nagy specified the new policy 
adopted toward the intelligentsia. Nagy asserted: 


“Our People’s Democracy’s two main branches econ- 
omy, industry and agriculture, are joined our intelli- 
gentsia which plays vital role the spiritual and cultural 
life our country. regret say that still happens 
that intellectual work and the intelligentsia general, 
particularly the old-time intelligentsia, are 
appreciated. They are often surrounded with atmos- 
phere mistrust, which ultimately leads neglect, and 
the meantime, almost every field our economic, sci- 


entific and cultural life, there shortage experienced 
the course unjustified purges, well-meaning intellec- 
tuals are treated manner unworthy our People’s 
Democracy; they are deprived the opportunity use 
their knowledge and skill for the benefit the nation. 
The government will put end such incorrect and 
impermissible practices and determined remedy the 
grievances. The intelligentsia must become appreciated 
members our People’s Democracy.” 


This conciliatory line was echoed Czechoslovakia 
where, November 19, 1954, Minister Culture Vaclav 
Kopecky addressed the following words the old intelli- 
gentsia: 

not deny that the last years some very serious 
mistakes were made relation the working intelligentsia 

incorrect views that can only damage the interests 
the working class leading our Socialist building. So- 
must appreciate the cooperation all educated people 
the building our new life. the apparatus pro- 
duction, economy, civil administration, now stress the im- 
portance expert education, which great importance 
the old intelligentsia for whom have all 
President Antonin Zapotocky, speaking the National 
Conference Railroad Workers Prague, charged that 
the purge 1948 (year the Communist takeover) “un- 
fortunately went too far. Many thought that when they 
liquidated traitors from the leading positions, they would 
then manage [industry] without superiors, with- 
out discipline, and without technical knowledge. must 
fight against these wrong views. (Rude Pravo, Aug- 
ust 22, 1954). 


Bulgarian Premier Vulko Chervenkov’s book For Sci- 
ence, Art and Culture, according review Novo 
Vreme, No. 1954, calls for “the ideological reconstruction 
the old intelligentsia which the past, for one rea- 
son another [sic!], has stayed away. Toward the old 
scholars and scientists, our Party carries out policy 
rendering help, order reconstruct, rearm ideolog- 
ically, and give them their share the building 
Socialism.” 

series national conferences—of archeologists, chem- 
ists, dentists—was called the Czechoslovak regime 
1954, “to Minister Culture Kopecky’s 
positive attitude toward the intelligentsia.” 

major gesture conciliation Romania was the 
Council Ministers’ decree December 31, 1954, award- 
ing special personal pensions 2000 ($350) monthly 
group the old intelligentsia.* Radio Bucharest, 
January 1955, hailed this “new proof the high 
value which the People’s Democratic regime places the 
creators cultural values.” 

Hungary, which led the way, also went the farthest 


the recipients: Radulescu-Motru, professor 
philosophy, prewar head Radio University; Dr. Amza-Jianu, 
famous surgeon and professor; Tudor Arghezi, writer and poet 
laureate the 1930’s; Ionescu-Sisesti, outstanding scientist, Min- 
ister Agriculture under Carol 


cultivating the cooperation the intelligentsia. While 
Hungarian New Course propaganda the second half 
1953 and the first half 1954 was directed primarily 
the peasantry, the second half 1954 also focussed 
the intelligentsia. This trend was closely connected 
with the formation (September 1954) the Patriotic 
People’s Front, mass organization one whose chief ob- 
jectives the reintegration the intelligentsia into public 
life. (According Magyar Nemzet [Budapest], October 
26, 1954: the 105 members the PPF, minimum 
percent are members the intelligentsia, mainly teach- 
ers.) September 26, 1954, Magyar Nemzet wrote: 


“The intelligentsia must the leading force within the 
Patriotic People’s Front. can accomplish this only 
allowed play the role which commensurate with its 
importance, has the opportunity let its voice 
heard, and this voice heeded. stress that not 
enough eliminate the anti-intelligentsia attitude where 
prevails; solemn promise must made that the fu- 
ture more injustices, from which had suffer the 
past, will tolerated! must demand that the injus- 
tices inflicted the intelligentsia forthwith remedied. 
not only must vow that the future shall bury the 
prejudices persisting regard the intelligentsia, are 
duty-bound make good every harm and injury suffered 
the intelligentsia the past.” 


The regime now professes righteous indignation the 
prejudice against intellectuals assiduously engendered 
its own pre-New Course propaganda. The October 
1954, issue Magyar Nemzet published letter the 
editor from member ‘the old-time intelligentsia, 
trained technician. The writer declared that had been 
without job for three years and had eked out living 
doing odd jobs and selling pieces his mother’s old 
furniture. had applied for innumerable jobs, but was 
always turned down: 


“What could have been the reason? the sixth place 
had friend, who swore that they were need tech- 
nicians and that would use his influence. The chief 
engineer had already heard about me. Nothing hap- 
pened. friend did little investigating and few 
days later told shamefacedly: smell too much 
like gentleman. They did not like you, they don’t trust 
true that have always been meticulous 
about appearance; took very good care only 
gray suit and was careful wear matching shirts and ties. 
manner polite. Could this have been the source 
the trouble? friend told that this was part it, 
but mainly the fact that had landlord’s face.’ That 


However, thanks the New Course, had managed 
land job recently. When read about the Patriotic 
People’s Front, “rejoiced” that he, the old-time “pro- 
gressive” intellectual, would again able take part 
public life. was assured the newspaper’s editor: 


“The Patriotic People’s Front needs you, friend. Our 
country needs you and all the decent men and women who 
‘smell like gentlemen’ are petty bourgeois descent, 


are professionals, who felt and still partly feel neg- 
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Caption: last man can sure of! 
zpilki (Warsaw), August 15, 1954 
Personnel form reads follows: 


Questions Answers 


Koziot Feliks 
Worker (was called 


friends) 
April 1931, Warsaw 


Surname first names 
Pseudonyms used past 


Date and place birth 


Nationality Polish 
Citizenship Polish 
Social Origin Worker 
Social Status Worker 


Vocational training 

Present occupation 

10. Education general 
special 
political 


Worker (manager) 
Worker (manager) 


Worker 


Degrees Worker 


The Decline Ancestor orship 


The stigma formerly attached intellectual pro- 
fessional family background gradually beginning 
fade. Previously, applicants for admission higher schools 
and universities had produce incontrovertible evidence 
working-class origin. The cult the proletarian was 
parallel the Nazi obsession with racial purity. Anyone 
wishing get new job keep old one tried con- 
ceal cultured background and find working-class 
peasant ancestors. Now the Communists, analyzing the 
level and results their educational system, have de- 
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cided that this qualification may irrelevant. The Hun- 
garian educational magazine Kozneveles wrote Febru- 
ary 1954: “The excessive suspiciousness shown toward 
our teachers eliminated. must not get bogged 
down investization all kinds information the 
teachers and their relatives; their work which must 
given first consideration. must put end the 
practice which percent the dossier someone 
recommended for job award merit consists 
information what did prior 1945, who his rela- 
tives are and which them live abroad—and his present 
accomplishment: are hardly mentioned.” Last spring Koz- 
neveles undertook defend teacher who had been dis- 
missed when was discovered that his father was kulak. 
The case was reviewed extensively the magazine and 
the teacher was reinstated. 

The renascent prestige the intelligentsia was exempli- 
fied the publication Magyar Nemzet letter from 
professor who complained that offices, stores and pub- 
lic places addressed “Comrade” al- 
though “neither Comrade, not being member 
the Party, nor colleague the girl the grocery store.” 
Magyar Nemzet concurred and suggested that “Citizen” 
would more appropriate form addressing the pro- 
fessor. 

Efforts are also being made narrow the economic gap 
between the regime-recognized favorites and the broad 
ranks the intelligentsia. October 1954, group 
young Hungarian writers launched the pages Mag- 
yar Nemzet attack the exclusive circle writers who 
manage corner all the profitable assignments. The writ- 
ers charged that not only are ordinary royalties inadequate, 
but many instances authors are unable collect what 
due them. The November issue the paper reported 
that royalties for prose writers had been raised percent 
and those for poets percent. the November issue, 
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Title: Even barbers have pay royalties for music transmitted 
over the radio. 


Caption: shave, shampoo, eau cologne, total 
12.80.” Ghost you played the 
overture Tannhauser, which costs 13.20. you owe 
pennies.” 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), August 15, 1954 


the well-known dramatist Gyula Hay reiterated that “the 
monopolizing all income the literary field small 
group untenable situation.” 

This reflection the situation the Soviet Union, 
where Literaturna Gazeta, July 31, 1954, exposed 
“shocking inequalities” between the royalties given un- 
known writers and those for the established “names.” 

The same conditions prevail other artistic fields and 
the other Satellites. painter sculptor’s career can 
begin only when, after winning prize State compe- 
tition, assigned State art collective. After this 
his material welfare assured through the execution 
State commissions which are, Czechslovakia, 
percent tax exempt. The regimes, following the Sov- 
iet example, also confer numerous titles for 
achievement. The Communist press daily publishes names 
new State Laureates, Academicians, Artists Merit, 
National Artists, etc. 


The Role the Intelligentsia 


What political and social role are the intellectuals be- 
ing groomed play Communist society? According 
the Great Soviet Encyclopedia, the role the intelligentsia 
under Communism “to develop the science and tech- 
nology, art and culture, society; educate the working 
people the spirit Socialist patriotism, and struggle 
for the overcoming capitalist remnants the conscious- 
ness the people.” The intelligentsia must mobilized 
the so-called “ideological front.” This struggle de- 
fined Novo Vreme (Sofia), No. 1954: “The ideolog- 
ical and cultural revolution our country aims 
the complete destruction every idealist and meta- 
physical concept the release the various sciences 
from non-scientific views and for the instillment 
Marxist-Leninist ideology.” the Sixth Congress the 
Bulgarian Communist Party, Premier Vulko Chervenkov, 
quoted Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), February 26, 1954, 
said reference the “new cadres the 
“The cadres must more explicitly acquainted with the 
new environment and must thoroughly master the laws 
Socialist development. Even now, our [teaching 
history not free from number bourgeois conceptions 
the past. .We not have enough studies our new 
economy. the field philosophy, there much 
lacking. Our duty reconstruct the entire ideological 
front with Marxist-Leninist doctrine.” 

The task the intelligentsia thus emerges. teachers, 
journalists, scientists, analysts, they are study, interpret, 
and above all, disseminate Communist ideology. They are 
activists, inside and outside the Party apparatus. 
Romania, Premier Gheorghiu-Dej declared (Lupta 
Clasa, July 1953): “The people our nation require that 
our scientists, writers and artists work even more intensely 
contribute—through their creation—to the great task 
building Socialism and the forging the new man. 
another article the same newspaper, the work 
Party organizations connection with the intelligentsia was 
criticized follows: “Although [in the State apparatus 
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Bucharest] there large number activists composed 
Stakhanovites, engineers, scientists, writers and creative 
artists, the Viata the Bucharest People’s 
Council, later known under the name Bucure- 
has not succeeded creating large body collab- 
orators. difficult conceive that out our many 
workers’ and intellectuals’ cadres the Party organs have 
failed [to get] adequate numbers with the proper training 
for the agitation and propaganda sections the city and 
regional committees. Party organizations are further 
criticized for failing “take over the leadership the 
political-ideological work among the ranks the intelli- 
gentsia.” The article states: the main tasks the 
Party’s ideological work guide permanently the prog- 
ress science, art and 

Hungary, the main purpose the Patriotic People’s 
Front increase the activity the non-Party intelli- 
gentsia government administration 
regime policies. Magyar Nemzet, October 1954, re- 
ported: “The professors, physicians and other intellectuals 
the town Eger] like lecture and the village inhab- 
itants enjoy listening their explanations world events, 
the Party the world, etc.” the conclusion the re- 
port, the Eger intellectuals are quoted: “Briefly, this means 
shall engaged politics.” 


“Participation” 


The intellectuals are used not only disseminate inter- 
nal propaganda, but also, the case intellectuals with 
established reputations, lend their names and support 
propaganda for export. Romania has recently begun 
campaign resurrecting members the intelligentsia 
who once were prominent public figures. Ghosts an- 
other age, these intellectuals have recently signed articles 
agriculture, collective security, coexistence, atomic con- 
trol, and other topics preoccupying the regime. Decem- 
ber 23, 1954, broadacst from Cluj (Romania) announced 
that “more than 300 intellectuals, physicians, jurists, teach- 
ers, and engineers recently met Satu Mare protest 
West German rearmament.” Radio Kossuth, January 
1955, broadcast the following statement Hungarian intel- 
lectuals: workers Hungarian science, culture and 
art, who are the authors this declaration, consider the 
Paris Agreement outrage against the security all na- 
tions. call every honest and reasonable man raise 
the voice protest and unite hindering the realization 
plans which aim the outbreak atomic war.” 
striking example this sort exploitation the use 
made the Polish regime certain members the Po- 
lish Catholic intelligentsia, such the writer and critic 
Jan Dobraczynski, spokesman for the alleged “coopera- 
tion” between the Church and the Communist State. Real- 
izing perhaps that little can achieved this group in- 
side Poland, the regime has recently sent several delega- 
tions these men Western countries with the task 
influencing public opinion the free world. 

The Polish composer Andrzej Panufnik, who was re- 
cently granted political asylum England, described how 
the intellectual who “show-piece” virtue his pro- 


fessional accomplishments expected active or- 
ganizations which are not related his work: the Polish 
Committee for World Peace, Committee for International 
Cultural Relations, the National Front, etc. prom- 
inent his field, considered obligation for him 
use his influence the service the (of Com- 
munism). Panufnik’s words: man the middle 
writing book composing piece music expected 
drop everything the summons add his cheers the 
opening new tractor station the arrival dis- 
tinguished visitor from the Soviet Union.” 

These activities make the orthodox role the intelli- 
gentsia under Communism. But Satellite spokesmen, par- 
ticularly Hungary, are now striving make plain that 
political agitation not the only even the paramount 
means through which intellectuals can contribute civic 
life. The October 1954, issue Esti Budapest, report- 
ing interview with Jozsef Korner, State prize-win- 
ning architect, declared: 


The disorder the Budapest streets offends his eyes, 
and provisions were made, would the first offer 
his assistance for the beautifying and ordering the 
streets. And there are other similar intellectuals our 
capital. They are reticent people who have never spoken 
up, who have kept their indignation the sight mis- 
takes themselves, and have not participated 
affairs. Now they will break their silence, will voice their 
criticism and their ideas about how improve and bring 
beauty the people’s lives.” 


Weary obscurity, some intellectuals have responded 
extravagantly these blandishments. Esti Budapest, No- 
vember 22, 1954, recorded that sculptor named Mark 
Vedres had pledged himself to: “reconcile all the quarrel- 
ing married couples his neighborhood; launch propa- 
ganda campaign increase attendance museums; im- 
prove the appearance the city outskirts; agitate have 
gardens put around ugly tenement buildings; have the 
dirt and litter removed from the streets,” etc.! 

line with the New Course policy exploiting na- 
tional pride, the Hungarian regime appealed the patri- 
otism the intelligentsia rather than rationalist accept- 
ance Communism social political creed. (How- 
ever, must borne mind that “love country” and 
“the building Socialism” are inseparable regime prop- 
aganda). Thus, Hungary’s Minister Culture Jozsef Dar- 
vas, writing “the great and responsible role” the in- 
telligentsia (in Magyar Nemzet, October 24, 1954) de- 
clared: 


“The best the Hungarian intelligentsia have been liv- 
ing for similar goals [as ours] and with feeling deep 
national responsibility for centuries, even times when 
tragic fate was their lot. appeal the living love 
the fatherland our intelligentsia. How different from 
what was the past the meaning this love now! 
Before, could only mean sorrowing love, anxiety for the 
nation, despair and self-accusation. not mere chance 
that the past, the words ‘my fatherland’ uttered 
the poets had tragic ring. Today, love the fatherland 
conveys the certainty final victory.” 
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October 1954, the same paper quoted Endre 
Valko, Secretary the Federation Technological and 
National Scientific Associations: 


“The people participating [in the associations] are 
many varieties. There are among them ‘old’ and ‘new’ 
intellectuals, from factories, laboratories, and offices. The 
majority them are not Communist [Party members]. 
fact, there are among them some who could (and fact 
have been) labelled ‘reactionaries’ overzealous cadre 
men. They are not paid rewarded for their devoted so- 
cial activities, and even the appreciation they get con- 
siderably less than they deserve. course they love their 
work, and the pursuit science and technology fills their 
lives with new adventure day after day. However, this 
alone does not explain the wealth ideas and thoughts 
produced our intelligentsia. There something else, 
something much greater which inspires them: love for 
their country.” 


Class Relations 


One the basic articles faith Marxism 
continual process levelling which will terminate the 
evolution classless, homogeneous society. Hungarian 
Premier Imre Nagy, his speech October 26, 1954, 
optimistically proclaimed that “the social position the 
working class, the peasantry, and the intelligentsia has 
changed [in our society]; what previously divided them 
longer exists, and these groups have drawn closer 
one another all respects. This the basis the co- 
operation embracing all the social strata the people.” 
This dogma behind all the propaganda which the 
Stakhanovites are held “foremost examples the 
intelligentsia” who “point the way the abolition the 
distinction between mental and physical work.” 

Czechoslovakia, electrical worker employed the 
Klement Gottwald Iron Works Ostrava-Vitovice wrote 
article the October 1954 issue Elecktrotechnik, 
which charged that this desirable transformation 
society was not really taking place. Ever since can re- 
member, wrote the worker, young people graduating from 
high schools technical schools have preferred into 
office work even though they could earn twice much 
factory. “Furthermore,” said the article, “many office 
chiefs punish employees who are guilty some shortcom- 
ing the office sending them factories mines, 
instead assigning them some less responsible office 
work. those who pursue this policy realize that they 
encourage the attitude that manual work less dignified 
and less appreciated [than office work]? Workers are then 
justified asking how they can look upon their work 
honor, the same work punishment for others. 
Such acts are poor contribution better relations be- 
tween intelligentsia and workers.” 

According this worker, the contact between the intel- 
ligentsia and the workers his plant very unsatisfactory. 
The engineers seldom come into the plant and “very often 
have idea what going there.” Nevertheless, the 
writer dutifully “expects that things will improve,” since 
“the main obstacle cooperation between workers and in- 
telligentsia—Capitalism—has disappeared.” 


pursuit the goal monolithic society, the Com- 
munists aim wiping out the distinctions which stem from 
differences the quality education. That they have 
far failed this implicit their recall the old in- 
telligentsia; and indeed some their new policies seem 
acknowledgment the intelligentsia special group. 
example this the mushrooming clubs, associa- 
tions and “circles” for intellectuals, which the regime 
not only accedes but actually promotes sense ex- 
clusiveness—not social, but occupational—among the in- 
telligentsia. This phenonemon most advanced Hun- 
gary, where the Association for the Promulgation Social 
and Natural Sciences organizing large network clubs 
for the intelligentsia. Esti Budapest, November 1954, 
announced the formation the “Circle Intellectuals 
the Fourth District Budapest” and its branch, the Pav- 
lov Circle. The November issue Magyar Nemzet re- 
ported the establishment “Circle” Ujpest, the No- 
vember issue Szabad Nep about club Hodme- 
zovasarehely, the December issue about clubs 
nik and other towns. The opening January the 
Budapest “Kossuth” Intelligentsia Club was addressed 
Minister Public Education Erdei-Gruz. 


Higher Standards Sought 


There are frequent articles the press calling for rais- 
ing the cultural level and new recognition intellec- 
tual values. Hungary’s Tarsadalmi Szemle (Budapest), 
February 1954, insisted that students must edu- 
cated become more independent, take initiative, 
keep with new Zycie Szkoly Wyzszej (War- 
October 1954, declared: 


“In the preparation high school students for ad- 
vanced studies the following shortcomings exist: (a) 
lack independent thinking; (b) inability communi- 
cate thoughts clearly and accurately, without recourse 
empty phraseology and memorized slogans; i.e. verbalism; 
(d) inability make use foreign language (particu- 
larly Russian) texts; (e) insufficient knowledge geog- 
raphy and history (leading vague conception time 
and space); (f) lack general knowledge culture, 
particularly national culture; (g) inability utilize 
knowledge practical level; (h) insufficient love 
reading, inability grasp the essence literary works.” 


article Warszawy (Warsaw), September 
1954, deplored the decline the number people able 
speak foreign languages—including Western tongues: 


“Our ranks intelligentsia are now much broader than 
before and are ever growing. the same time the num- 
ber people who know foreign languages seems rap- 
idly decrease. This disturbing, because the knowledge 
languages one the essential components culture. 
Even language popular our country Russian 
not exception. And our knowledge Western lan- 
guages poor. one thing say and Okay 
and another thing compose letter correct French 
English. Those who can say Okay are 
many; those who can write French English precious 


The inferior writing and stereotyped vocabulary which 
characterize Communist journalism has come under severe 
attack Bulgaria. Bulgarski Ezik (Sofia), October 1954, 
quoted speech made Topencharov, editor the 
Fatherland Front newspaper, meeting conducted for 
newspapermen and cultural clubs. Topencharov charged 
that newspaper writing “there appreciation the 
material, there creative thinking creative ap- 
proach the work”, and cited proposal that “the partici- 
pation writers the work newspaper editing [would 
lead improvement in] the language and the variety 
subject matter and style. 


special panel philologists and language experts was 
set the Bulgarian Academy Science study 
the cause and background the drabness reporting 
and newspaper writing. Bulgarski Ezik published list 
compiled this panel from newspapers and magazines 
repetitious phrases, incorrect grammar and syntax, and 
cliches and general impoverishment vocabulary. Todor 
Pavlov, head the Academy Science, commented: 
“We, especially the newspapermen and publicists, have 

disfigured our native language. The writer 
these lines knows from personal experience that 
much easier heap dozen adjectives into one sentence 
than sweat over its construction and arrange ac- 
cording the proper rules the language.” criticized 
the abuse superlatives designed impress the workers, 
typical Communist propagandistic prose. Radio 
Warsaw, February 1955, quoted Jerzy Putrament, Sec- 
retary General the Polish Writers’ Association, who, 
when asked about the origin “boredom People’s 
Poland,” said that intellectual and emotional ennui and 
apathy “are caused having listen constantly ter- 
minology and phraseology over-familiar everybody’s 
ear.” 

The Communists are promoting not only greater variety 
and richness the forms expression, but greater free- 
dom its content. new—if not large—extent, 
there more scope for ideas, criticism, exchange pri- 
vate opinion. October 31, 1954, the Warsaw newspa- 
per Nowa Kultura printed article which openly de- 
bated the question—hitherto too delicate for mention— 
individuality collectivist society (see News From 
Behind the Iron Curtain, January 1955, pp. 31-34). Upon 
his election the National Board the Patriotic Peo- 
ple’s Front, the Hungarian writer Aaron Tamasi—who 
has started writing again only since the New Course— 
issued statement which made striking use the new op- 
portunity for expression personal codes beliefs. 
Tamasi wrote Magyar Nemzet, November 21, 1954: 


accept [my election] free will. emphasize will, 
because believe that the freedom the individual will 
social and moral power which essential value 
all community work. desirable that everybody, indi- 
viduals well institutions, should consider 


“The values the people can flourish only there 
adequate social order. ideal too this regard 
Socialism. However, because believe that Socialism 


can only realized through democratic means re- 
joice all steps which enrich the pleasure work and 
life the spirit democratic methods. 


“Since the times early Christianity, people have tried 
find the basic principles the system Socialism. 
are now, perhaps, the most difficult period this 
ticipants this struggle. 


“And one the fighters the time, who also feels 
writer’s responsibility toward his people, wish 
useful through faith that his natural rights, every 
human being equal; [but] that estimating deeds, that 
‘aristocratic’ principle true which was written into the 
declaration the Patriotic People’s Front the following 
form: ‘We wish public life which faithfulness toward 
the people, ability, and honesty will determine everyone’s 
place How much hope that one sentence! 
Only further work can contain the joy feel the thought 
the future, when the place everyone really will 
determined his integrity, ability and honesty.” 


The criticism Communist authoritarianism implicit 
this statement unmistakable. Beke Szabadsag (Bu- 
dapest), November 10, 1954, reassured intellectuals that 
they can air such “constructive” criticism safety: 


“One our readers member the old-time in- 
telligentsia, has written: was surprised the courage 
your criticism—which non-Party members cannot 
indulge without fear Without launching 
into propaganda tirades, wish make public the facts: 
Peter Ruffy, associate our paper, is, like Mr. N., 
not Party member; like Mr. N., member 
the old-time intelligentsia, and has never been punished 
for single line has written. 


“What more, those who persecute, obstruct 
punish the well-meant criticism the intellectuals must 


The Price Reconciliation 


article addressed the technical intelligentsia but 
applicable the entire intelligentsia, Kohaszati Lapok 
(Budapest), November 10, 1954, summarized the new 
philosophy embodied the Hungarian Patriotic People’s 
Front: 


“All honest Hungarians want things this country 
progress the best way. Love for the fatherland 
the tie which unites all honest Hungarians, the technical 
intelligentsia well workers, pedagogues, working 
peasants, regardless whether they are religious people 
materialists; whether they claim the policy the Party 
all its details their own, ‘have reservations.’ is, 
therefore, quite natural that the appeal the Patriotic 
People’s Front has evoked lively and favorable response 
the great majority our engineers and technicians. 


“At the same time, however, impossible not no- 
tice that there are not few among who have ac- 
cepted the slogans the PPF with indifference, with 
doubt, even suspicion. What the reason for this? 
Our Party, our State, our working class have given many 
proofs recent years their respect towards technical 
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and scientific work. Since the decisions the Central 
Leadership June 1953, our experts and professional peo- 
ple can feel more and more that the regime wishes lean 


them, tha: paying attention their views and 
advice. 


“The reason for the suspicion many engineers and 
technicians that they themselves have been sub- 
jected much groundless suspicion and lack sin- 
cerity their working places; often their own goodwill 
has not been understood; they were double-crossed. 

big forward step being made, order liquidate 
these errors, and order create new, better atmos- 
phere, through the establishment the PPF. The PPF 
movement endeavors create atmosphere which 
everybody will able give his opinion freely, and 
which everyone will able take part the affairs 
the whole country; this will not only possible, but will 
expected. this new atmosphere views, criticisms 
and initiative will not get lost, but will find channel 
become force for building the country.” 


thus apparent that the extremity their need has 
led the regimes make many social and political con- 
cessions the intelligentsia. longer, seems, are 
intellectuals required buy the Communist package 
whole. The exact degree independence which the Com- 


munists are offering, and the genuineness their inten- 
tions, cannot easily established. likely that the 
regime itself does not yet know how far afield will let the 
intellectuals range. The pattern may well follow that 
the arts: this sector, following the announcement the 
New Course, artists and writers were promised great ex- 
pansion creative boundaries, only feel, almost once, 
(as the Soviet Writers Congress, December 1954, for ex- 


ample) sharp tug the leash which the regime still had 
firmly hand. 


true intellectual revival cannot take place Eastern 
Europe under police dictatorship regardless ideology. 
The intellectuals cannot and doubtless not expect much 
from the new policy. From their point view, they may 
welcome, after years humiliation and immobility, any 
real opportunity restored useful activity. will 
difficult for them know whether not compromise 
personal integrity involved, for these things are 
longer clearly black and white the days Stalinist 
terrorism. But certain that the dividing line which 
separates true intellectuals from educated servants the 
regime still line set the regime. divides not only 


the group but also the conscience those who have 
choose. 


Prize Boners—Communist Style 


Polish high school students believe that “Chiang Kai-Shek the leader the 
Chinese Communists,” and that “Darwin was decorated with the Order 
least that was what they told the board examiners Szczecin. 

Writing Glos Szczecinski, August 22, 1954, Pohoryles, member the board, 
lamented the low level political education Polish secondary schools. ac- 
cused the students merely parroting dogma, without being aware its real signi- 
ficance. Wrote Pohoryles: “During university entrance examinations, students often 
recite Communist slogans without understanding them. Asked explain some 
fundamentally simple problems, they content themselves with repeating such phrases 
“Communism fight against capitalist exploitation,” they criticize the “bour- 
geois system” without reference the question asked.” 


Circle 


This the story told young Polish refugee 
who escaped the West the summer 1954. 
not unique story, and therefore gives the 
feeling the way the family unit has survived 
under Communism.* 


land. One person’s earnings not suffice. Uncertain 
tomorrow, everyone looks for support and naturally 
finds family life. The family has become collective 
which has been drawn ever closer together mutual pov- 
erty. Despite the intentions Communist leaders, family 
bonds have become much stronger; most cases, people 
understand the value family life, work for and recog- 
nize the highest moral authority. Let take 
example family living one the industrial towns 
Poland. consists eleven people living two rooms. 
the father, fireman power plant, the mother, 
who runs the household, the eldest son who tool maker, 
second son who public school teacher, another son 
who sailor, 15-year-old son who attends industrial- 
technical school, 9-year-old boy public school, the 
eldest daughter, who about months ago married gov- 
ernment employee and who now lives with her parents, 
along with her husband and 9-months-old baby, and finally 
the second daughter, who typist government office. 
Before the war the father, working the evenings and 
Sundays and holidays, built small two-story house, 
with two small rooms and kitchen the ground floor. 
The second floor the house now occupied family 
four; the father belongs the Communist Party. This 
apartment was assigned him the Housing Administra- 
tion spite the protests the owner. According 
existing law, the owner entitled more space. has 
consistently tried get the second floor for his growing 
family, but always receives the same answer, “The second 
floor will vacated soon you provide another apart- 
ment for your tenant.” And also the tenant pays very 
small rent. 


NOT easy now for single person live Po- 


names are given order protect the family question, 
and the language has been paraphrased for the same reason. 


this way some light penetrates into the cellar. 


Deprived the use the second floor, the family 
eleven squeezed into two small rooms the ground floor. 
true that such large family there often someone 
out. The son who teacher now the Army. The 
head the family often works night shifts. However, when 
the whole family home, the problem accommoda- 
tions for the night not simple. The problem solved 
follows: three folding beds are placed side side one 
room. One bed occupied the father, and the second 
the eldest son, the tool maker; both work hard and there- 
fore must have their own beds for the night. The mother 
occupies the third bed with her 9-year-old son. The mar- 
ried daughter sleeps the couch with her baby. The 
father improvised room the cellar. made large 
hole the ceiling where the cellar extends beyond. the 
house wall, and covered the hole with thick piece glass. 
this way some light penetrates the cellar. The con- 
crete floor was covered with wooden boards, but soon the 
humidity affected the wood, and the moldy boards had 
discarded. iron stove, two iron beds, cupboard, 
and two chairs, and the “room” was ready occupied. 

the beginning, after the eldest daughter got married, 
she occupied the cellar with her husband. But when the 
baby was born she moved upstairs the ground floor. The 
cellar was then occupied the son-in-law and the teacher. 
course, the disposition the family for the night not 
permanent. When the father works nights, someone else 
sleeps his bed. When the teacher went the Army, the 
son-in-law remained the cellar alone, etc. However, 
sometimes guest must spend the night the house, 
sleeps the the daytime, the beds the 
ground floor are removed, folded and placed against the 
The apartment has electric light, but running 
water. well the courtyard provides water, and the 
toilet also the courtyard. 

Repair and redecoration the apartment require the 
cooperation the whole family, and sometimes also its 
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friends. When the walls the well needed repair, ac- 
quaintance one the sons, driver for government 
building enterprise, dropped off some cement his way. 
This success encouraged the family much that the father 
considered the possibility building well with pump, 
because the old one was poor and provided little water. First, 
the cement was collected with the help the truck driver. 
When greater quantity was needed, this truck driver got 
some from another State enterprise. was hopeless try 
obtain allocation cement and likewise purchase 
the concrete disks needed cover the shaft the well. 
when the cement was stored, the eldest son made trip 
village some kilometers distant, where one the 
villagers had built wooden mold for making concrete disks 
used building wells. For small amount money the 
son rented the mold and during the night, with the help 
horse, transported the mold his home. The Party mem- 
ber the second floor saw all this manipulation but made 
believe didn’t, because too was interested having 
the well completed. 


When the concrete disks were ready and the shaft com- 
pleted, the pump had installed. The second son had 
friend the local scrap metal center who was watching 
for the day used pump would discarded. The watch- 
man the center was acquaintance there was 
need tip him. One day announced that the needed 
pump was available. Arrangements were made and the 
pump was taken the home—of course, once again 
night. Unfortunately the pump needed sieve which 
strains out the mire. impossible purchase whole 
pump, but sieve can bought. The father tried find 
sieve, first looking the stores their own town and 
then others. The search lasted three months. How- 
ever, last sieve was found and the pump was ready 
supply water. 


Nobody thought was unusual undertake long 
search for water-pump sieve. The eldest son, the tool 
maker, who expert his trade, often travelled all 
over the country for the government simply order 
find some machine tool parts,for the plant which 
works. His searches were much like those undertaken 
acquire the water-pump sieve. 


the oldest daughter had not had the support the 
family, she could not have been married. She and her 
husband had place live, not even single room into 
which they could move. She was living with her parents, 
and her husband, though State functionary, lived 
workers’ hostel before the wedding. Immediately there- 
after, the young couple temporarily moved into one room 
which the girl’s father was able rent from neighbor 
who was out town for short while. After month the 
father had completed the additional “room” the cellar, 
and the couple could move there. 


spite the poverty among the people, very few wed- 
dings without celebration. marriage must fol- 
lowed gay wedding celebration. For months the fam- 
ily saved money for the occasion. When came, all the 
furniture was stored the cellar, three musicians were 
hired, and thirty guests invited. The musicians wanted 600 


The shaft was completed. 


zloty for the night, but when they learned they would have 
good dinner, they reduced their fee 450 zloty.* 

the countryside the custom serve ordinary 
vodka first and then homemade liquor. The father op- 
posed this practice and decided serve vodka and wine. 
bottle wine costs zloty and liter vodka 
little more than quart] costs zloty. kind coffee 
substitute was served with homemade sandwiches and 
cookies, because the store-bought cookies cost zloty 
apiece. Around midnight supper was served, consisting 
chicken broth, chicken, and vegetables from the family’s 
small garden the courtyard. Towards sunrise another 
light meal was served the guests. 

The mother runs the household, and all family members 
who earn money share expenses proportionate their 
monthly income. From time time, the evening, the 
mother explains some the current needs. Then, without 
discussion, the members the family contribute for addi- 
tional expenses. Often something must purchased for 
the baby, the youngster needs new pair shoes. 

The tool maker earns more than the others. 
good craftsman his specialty and likes his work. 
leading worker and the bronze medal merit was awarded 
him. earns about 1000 zloty per month, but with 
overtime brings about 1600 zloty. works 


would equal approximately zloty purchasing power. 


ive 


werage hours per day. Sometimes goes work 
Saturday morning and not back home until Sunday 
doesn’t smoke drink, and regularly gives 
two-thirds his pay his mother his share the 
expenses. His chances for promotion are slim 
several reasons. First not Party member, and 
does not even belong the ZMP [the Union Polish 
Youth, the Communist youth organization]. Moreover, 
everal times the factory was seen reading some 
‘trash,” that is, adventure stories written Edgar Wallace, 
Max Brand and others, whose prewar editions circu- 
ite Poland. For this was called before the Party 
Committee and scolded for “spreading demoralization,” 
was even mentioned the local newspaper. 

The father earns 1100 zloty fireman and gets 200 
loty family allowance. works three shifts, 
hifts each week. gets premium for saving fuel; the 
the plant management. Coal dust the 
fuel and must buy his own gloves and protective 
eyeglasses, and often his own overalls, since officially 
ntitled only one pair year. The work hard. Some- 
times the coal dust humid and mixed with sand, that 
the fire weak and irregular. The plant must sometimes 
close one its generators for lack power. order 
save money, the father bought bicycie—the plant over 
three miles from his home. 

The eldest daughter presently has job because she 
must take care her baby. She supported her hus- 
band who earns 900 zloty month. She tries man- 
age her own household lessen the burden her 
parents. Everyone appreciates her efforts this matter, 
but practice she receives great help from the family. 
She shares the small garden the courtyard. The family 
provides clothes for her and her husband, usually given 
gifts. Milk for the baby supplied the family cow. 
She hopes able work soon and then her mother 
will take care the grandchild. 

Together, all the working members the family give 
about 3000 zloty per month for the household expenses. 


The family has become collective. 


Keeping the family 3000 zloty monthly possible 
only because the family produces good part the food 
needs. The basic produce potatoes, cultivated near 
the town small lot rented from peasant, family 
acquaintance. The small garden around the house pro- 
vides the vegetables and collectively cultivated. Bread 
constitutes another basic food. The family owns cow 
for which buys fodder. The cow gives about liters 
milk day. this, liters are sold and the 
money received pays for the fodder. There are always 
about chickens the courtyard which provide fowl 
and eggs. pair hogs kept every year and there very 
little need buy meat during the year. The father and 
the others who work town, well the son the tech- 
nical school, take some bread spread with lard for lunch 
because butter too expensive. Fruits rarely appear. 


The parents are religious and have brought their 
children religious spirit. The family has its moral 
code and decides collectively what should done spe- 
cial circumstances. For instance, the daughter who now 
works typist was formerly salesgirl State-owned 
store. Because she was clever and efficient, she was soon 
promoted personnel manager with salary 1500 zloty 
per month, instead the former 800 zloty. Many people 
started nice her and, because her position, 
brought her gifts. One evening when the entire family was 
present, the father initiated council concerning the daugh- 
ter. During the discussion was emphasized that such 
work was impossible avoid harming some people be- 
cause political decisions. Since this inadmissable and 
stupid—certainly the present regime cannot last and people 
who are hurt will not forget—it was decided that the 
daughter must quit, but manner which would not 
attract attention. was natural thing for the daughter 
follow the family decision. She informed her superiors 
that she was compelled give the job because poor 
health. She then found job typist for 900 zloty. 


The youngest brother completed teacher’s college and 
was ordered the State teach for three years public 
school. More and more, Poland today, the teacher must 
connected with political activities. must participate 
the campaign propagandizing deliveries the State, 
must travel and lecture political topics, etc. Therefore, 
again the family council decided that the son should quit 
teaching. This was not simple, since the regime compelled 
him teach. therefore volunteered his military 
service. the Army careful avoid becoming 
officer since could then easily forced become 
professional Army man. the Army works radio 
operator, and after his term over, wants work 
the post office, nonpolitical institution. 


All members the family participate the family coun- 
cils except the 9-year-old boy, who asks silly questions and 
could perhaps disclose family secrets. conversations 
political matters are carried his presence. The par- 
ents concentrate their efforts educating him moral 
principles. Further enlightenment will carried out when 
has grown little and there longer any fear 
that will unconsciously commit some indiscretion. 


ne. 
fee 


Asking 


the 
Floor 


SATIRE which follows was published Urzica 

(Bucharest), November 30, 1954. sharp criti- 

cism corruption, nepotism, and maladministration 
Communist-run enterprises. Similar items have been ap- 
pearing persistently the Romanian Communist press. 
The example below, given translated text, gives 
candid picture State farm (sovkhoz) meeting. The 
following people take part the discussions: 


Z.—Zamfiroiu Ion, manager the local 


P.—Popescu, sovkhoz member and reporter. its activi- 
ties for the local press. 

chief bookkeeper, manager’s man. 

B.—Bercea, technician-expert, the manager’s acolyte. 

Ion, member, another catspaw. 

Ion, sovkhoz member, and former victim 
“constructive Socialist criticism.” 

Ion, unpaid sovkhoz worker. 

D.—Deliu, another victim Communist ill treatment. 

C.—Craciunescu, member the sovkhoz council. 

M.—Marinescu, expert “constructive 
the manager’s side. 

K.—Knobloch, part the manager’s gang. 

Voices—unidentified members. 


“Urzica dispatch from meeting which, are given 
understand, took place recently Rimnicu Vilcea sovk- 
hoz the Pitesti region. Comrade Zamfiroiu Ion, manager 
the local has taken the floor. 


Dear Comrades, beloved collaborators, good employees, 
priceless collective composed most 
Voices. Nephews, godsons, parents, uncles. 
Comrades! let’s get too familiar with each other. 
Besides, don’t like interrupted. Whoever wants 
speak should put his name the 
Voice. Yes, only your boys are allowed put their names 
the 
What list are talking about now? Comrades, Com- 
rades, order, please. 
Voice. ... the list goods, plum brandy, cheese, 
maize, animal fodder; the bonus list. 
Comrades, dear Comrades. Let’s get back the prob- 
lem: the administration our sovkhoz. 
That’s quite right the missing brandy, cheese, 
maize, fodder and bonuses. 
You there! what capacity are you speaking? 
reporter. 
Downright calamity! 
Comrade P., you agree your own free will that 
you are reporter? 


Cind leuzi pune microlonul. 


Cind if critic! tele tonul. * 


Desen de G. MOSOR 


Above: shoves the mike your hand when you praise 
Below: But cuts you off when you criticize 


Urzica (Bucharest), November 30, 1954 


Ido. 

Getout. don’t want you with us. 

How you mean, Comrade? too, employee 
this Why should leave the meeting? 

don’t mean the meeting. Get out the sovkhoz 
altogether. Get out our village. Leave the province. 
You should know better than publicize us. 

You bandit! Taking advantage our kindness. 

You betrayed our confidence. 

You made the most our shortcomings. 

Writing about the paper. How far you 
think this situation can go? 

That exactly why wrote the criticisms. Because 
should not any longer. must stop. 

Anyone who doesn’t like the way things are run here 
our sovkhoz should get out. There’s nothing here 
for him. 

S.I. Yes, there is. for example, have been trying for 
whole year get salary, which vanished into thin 
air with Comrade C.’s help when was apprentice 
tractor driver. 

too. 

Comrades, this time for joking. Come now, 


are grown people, aren’t we? 
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ou 
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And how about our salaries? 

How about it? will keep them. 

Rubbish. 

Stop yelling! I’m telling you get back. 

S.I. You’re just trying get drunk water. 

Voice. It’s not surprising. used 

And there was one like him whip those black 

market deals. 

Comrades, quiet! These are not our problems. Let’s 

better get back R.’s sheep. You all know what 

I’m talking about the 400 sheep which you let 

graze, together with our own 1,000, the sovkhoz 

Well, they were just crazy mixed kids. Just call 

them sheep, that’s all. What did you want do? 

Did you want say, ‘All R.’s sheep get over there?’ 

tried, but they went where they wanted. 

Voice. True. Only the cheese went where you wanted. 

\nother voice. And the wine, and the plum brandy. 

Comrades, let’s calm. Don’t forget, must main- 
tain discipline. 

Voices. okay with you. Some must save discipline 

while the others save the cheese and plum brandy. 

And lot other stuff too. 

Shut up, Popescu. You have right talk like that. 

Why so? 

Because. Because you can’t speak like the others. You 
have criticize. 

That’s exactly what you ought understand. Criti- 
cism useful. helps eliminate shortcomings. 

better than you what must eliminate. You! 

But criticism helps. 

quite right. You helped enough. Beginning 
tomorrow you will have help others. Somewhere 
else. another sovkhoz. 

Comrade Manager, let handle him for week. 
And call names after that don’t make under- 
standing Joe out our reporter. 

(whispering) Comrade bookkeeper, what you think? 

chief bookkeeper, can think only two solutions. 
Either gets off our backs, show him. 

say let’s break chair over his head. 

No, Comrade. That way. Don’t forget that the 

chair public property and must not damage it. 

Comrade right. sees the problem its true 
perspective. First all, shouldn’t damage public 
property. Second, order give this meeting more 
combative spirit, let bring two chairs from home. 

Right. This the only way get this fellow settled. 
And want tell you one more thing: good beating 
the best criticism. 

O.I. isn’t kidding. Once criticized until 
back was all blue. could feel his criticism all right, 
down deep ribs. 

Voice. This what they call criticizing deeply. 


Another voice. Beating not permitted. It’s illegal. 

beg your pardon, Comrades, wasn’t illegal. had 
permission from the Comrade manager. 

Did give you written 

Yes, black white. When they accused rough- 
ing our pals, you defended too. You used 
say, ‘Well, maybe beats them but good 

Voice. The Comrade Manager must have meant: he’s 
good technician beating others up. 

Comrades, keep avoiding the real problem. move 
that close the meeting. Are there any other ques- 
tions? 

Here, here! 

You again. on, but ask positive questions, closely 
related the life our sovkhoz. 

Okay. How does the Comrade Manager explain the 
death least 700 lambs, the property our 
sovkhoz? 

Comrade P., you keep getting away from the problem. 

Don’t speak clearly enough? said, raise problems 

related the life our and here you come 

with 700 dead sheep. this problem related life? 

He’s right. The Comrade Manager right! 

Sure he’s right. looking for something criticize 

again. must say gives proof pathological 

courage. 

One more question. 

Out! What’s the idea all these questions. What 
you take for, application blank? 

more question: how does the Comrade Manager 
account for the 7,000 offered Bercea bonus? 

Dear P., Comrade P., you scoundrel, Don’t 
you understand that you must disciplined? said 
very clearly: raise the problems related the life 
our sovkhoz. Your question related B.’s life. 

return, Mincu, Albina and Girtone never got their 
bonuses. You kept it. 

What you want, you good P.? Would you like 
keep those bonuses yourself? What have 
leading council for? 

got the money. The money still here. 

Voice. Yes? whose pockets? 

Comrades, thus close our meeting. must assure 
you that was very glad hear your criticism and 
see that get the most out 

Voice. Yes, you’ve got 2,000 out Bercea’s bonus 

all right. 

Comrades, don’t mean. 

sort bonus for exceptional services rendered him. 

That’s true! 

good self-criticism. 

Voices. Yes, yes. 

want give you good example and show you 
the right way, let begin giving the floor 
Comrade Popescu, and let him criticize himself.” 


ce. 
ere 
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Current 
Developments 


Area 
Productivity 


One the main economic problems the area pres- 
ent that increasing industrial productivity. Such 
increase was essential the success the New Course 
economic program, and the New Course liberalizations 
were partially motivated regime hopes that they would 
induce the workers cooperate. The following table gives 
the yearly percentage increases productivity over the 
previous year since 1950. 


Planned 
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 
Czechoslovakia 7.0 9.7 15.5 7.0 2.0 7.9 
20.1 4.4 minus 1.5 3.9 
14.0 13.0 10.6 7.0 5.0 


(Compiled from annual Plan reports. 


Even though some decline from the very high yearly 
increases the early years forced industrialization and 
mechanization might expected, the declines shown above 
have generally been extremely sharp. Hungary the fall 
was particularly precipitous with 1.5 percent decrease 
1954. 


particularly interesting compare the productivity 
records Hungary and Poland with reference the in- 
creases projected for the overall Plan periods. The Polish 
Six Year Plan called for productivity level 166 the 
end 1955 (1949 100). This level was attained the 
end 1954, and the 1955 planned increase accom- 
plished the level will 174.6. Hungary, however, where 
the Five Year Plan called for level 192 the end 
1954 (1949 100), level only 156 was reached. 


The complete failure the Hungarian New Course 
raise industrial productivity does much explain the cur- 
rent modifications economic and political emphasis 
that country. 


Polish success with productivity, the other hand, ex- 
plains great degree why that country presently being 
spared the series economic and political reappraisals 
that are racking Hungary. 


referent 


rys. Jerzy Flisak 
Chwileczke, tylko decyzie! 


ascending order: Man bottom comes clerk, the 
case sent manager who forwards department 
head whence goes vice director, and from there 
the director and finally the minister and the State 
Planning Commission. Each one them says: “Just 
moment, have wait for decision.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), February 20, 1955 


dyrektor 
naczelnik 
kicrownik 


Hungary 


The Fall Nagy 


Imre Nagy has been released from his position Premier, 
and dismissed from his Party posts the Politburo and 
Central Committee, Radio Budapest, April 18, announced. 
The decision was made April the Party Central 


Committee. was succeeded Premier Andras 
Hegedus, previously First Deputy Premier, and his place 
the Politburo was taken Istvan Kovacs, First Secre- 
tary the Budapest Party Committee. 

Also dismissed from the Politburo and from the Central 
Committee Secretariat was Mihaly Farkas, “because [he] 
long supported Comrade Imre Nagy’s wrong opinions.” 
was replaced the Politburo Joseph Mekis, also 
made Deputy Premier. Mekis had been President the 
Central Trade Union Council. addition, Minister the 
Interior Laszlo Piros was appointed alternate Politburo 
member. 

The accusations against Nagy repeated those the 
March Central Committee resolution. was stated that: 


Comrade Imre Nagy, his capacity member 
the Politburo well his capacity Prime Minister, 
represented political opinions incompatible with the Party’s 
general policy, the interests the working class, the work- 
ing peasantry, and the People’s Democracy. Comrade 
Imre Nagy tended toward putting the brakes the motor 
Socialist building, industrialization, and especially the 
development heavy industry. the countryside, 
hampered the development the farmers’ collective move- 
ment, the decisive factor for the country’s Socialist re- 
building. tried push the leading role the Party 
into the background. Furthermore, attempted subor- 
dinate the Party State organs and certain PPF organs. 
Thus Imre Nagy hampered the steady foundation the 
raising the living standard. The anti-Party, anti-Marxist 
and anti-Leninist opinions Comrade Imre Nagy formed 
connected system which extended several sectors 
political, economic and cultural life. Comrade Imre 
Nagy’s activities caused severe damages the Party, the 
People’s Democracy and Socialist building. order 
realize his opportunist, rightist policy, tried use 
methods which are hostile the Party, and cannot 
reconciled with the discipline and unity the Marxist- 
Leninist Party.” 


Agriculture 


Following the March Central Committee resolutions, the 
regime has been particularly concerned with the problems 
agricultural organization and with the tempo and de- 
gree collectivization imposed. conference Dis- 
trict Party Committee secretaries March 25-26 was ad- 
dressed First Party Secretary Matyas Rakosi and Polit- 
buro member Lajos Acs, and these important speeches did 
much clarify the current regime position these mat- 
ters. 

The major current problem for the regime how at- 
tain greater collectivization without alienating the in- 
dependent peasantry, who comprise the majority farm- 
ers, seriously endanger the national food supply. The 
speakers made clear that the long-range aim eventual 
full collectivization. Both them castigated the “rightist 


that full eventual collectivization unnecessary. Acs 
stated that: 


“As have already said, the development agricultural 
production continues the center Party and govern- 
ment interest. The permanent and marked upsurge 
agricultural production inseperably connected the 
Socialist reorganization agriculture. considerable in- 
crease agricultural output can only achieved through 
the reorganization agriculture along Socialist lines. One 
the most crucial duties our District Party Committees 
fight ceaselessly widespread views against 
agriculture’s Socialist reorganization.” (Radio Budapest, 


March 25) 


Both the content and tone this and numerous similar 
recent statements indicate pronounced modification 
policy favor faster collectivization. Indeed, 1960, 
Acs stated, the Party expects that collectivization will 
close completion. 

However, Acs and Rakosi, particularly the latter, were 
very careful point out the necessity combating 
excesses” well those the “right,” and they stressed 
the need for maintaining the “rule law” the collec- 
tivization process. Furthermore, Rakosi said that: 


“Seventy percent the land the hands inde- 
pendent farmers, and intend develop the col- 
lectives strictly voluntary basis. For many long years 
come, there will tens and hundreds thousands 
independent farmers. forget this fact our work, 
would undoubtedly give the impression that the Party 
and the government cared less than they for the inde- 
pendent farmers. The spreading such wrong view 
would cause very serious harm the People’s Democracy 
and the peasantry itself. This misconception should 
dispelled all costs. do, and shall, adhere the 
decision the Central Committee, which clearly states 
that will continue give the same support before 
the independent farmers, expounded the June 
1953 resolution and the Third Party Congress.” (Radio 
Budapest, March 26) 


Despite the stress the “voluntary principle” was 
also pointed out that offensive revival capitalist ele- 
ments had taken place the countryside, “especially after 
June 1953,” and that this had combatted. Ferenc 
David, First Secretary the Szolnok County Party, told 
the Conference that the enemy was attempting create 
uncertainty and mistrust toward the Party’s policy: 


“He [the enemy] wants make workers believe, 
chattering and spreading rumors throughout the country, 
that now want undo everything that have done 
since June 1953. This shows how important not 
misconstrue the Party’s policy and not overdo anything, 
since this would only grist the enemy’s 
Peasants who try implement the policy laying greater 
stress increasing the number kolkhozes and the 
Socialist development the villages impairing good 
relations between collectives and independent 
not understand the Central Committee resolutions and 
are, fact, even distorting the Party’s policy. 


There was some difference the emphasis apparent be- 
tween the speeches Acs and Rakosi, the former stressing 
the need for collectivization, the latter the still important 


Caption: Breeding Cattle Decrees 


Spoldzielnia Produkcyjna (Warsaw), October 14, 1954 


role the independent peasantry. This difference, however, 
almost certainly does not represent split between these 
two men between factions the Party, but rather the 
two sides the regime’s agricultural problem. Rakosi, de- 
spite his stress the importance the independent farmer, 
stated that: 


“During the past months some the independent 
farmers have developed the notion that, matter 
fact, had given the idea developing the collec- 
tives, least had shelved for many years come. 
Therefore, want increase the collectives soundly, 
with strict observance the voluntary principle—and that 
the only way can it—then the comrades must 
carry out very serious work sup- 
port the collectives.” 


Village Agitation 


The “political enlightenment work” urged the Dis- 
trict Party Committee secretaries was two kinds: within 
kolkhozes for the improvement their productivity and ef- 
ficiency, that they would more attractive inde- 
pendent peasants, and among the peasants urge them 
join form kolkhozes. Serious flaws Party work 
kolkhozes were pointed out. Szabad Nep, March 25, stated 
that: 


“Our Party Committees did not deal sufficiently with 
the strengthening collectives the political and eco- 
nomic fields. This best indicated the following fact: 
although percent the collectives not possess Party 
organs and though many hundreds collectives the 
Party membership does not exceed ten members, hardly 
any new Party members were accepted collectives 
1954. the District Party Committee’s task in- 


troduce well-disciplined work into the collectives, State 
farms and MTS.” 


There were also complaints that Party agitators had failed 
create unity between former “poor peasants” and former 
“middle peasants” the kolkhozes. The poor peasants, 
was stated, had “exaggerated agroproletarian arrogance” 
and blamed the “middle farmers” for all shortcomings 
the collectives. 

The Party plans more agitation, more activism, more 
propaganda among the independent peasants, and intends 
laying greater emphasis the Party’s role the country- 
side. Szabad Nep, March 25, stated that the District Party 
Committee Conference “marks important political event 
the life the country view the essential super- 
visory role the rural district Party committees must exercise 
over the political, economic and social life the villages.” 
also reported that 1,000 new Party workers had been sent 
the villages 1954 strengthen the work these 
committees. 

Party activists were cautioned that independent peasants 
must not frightened prospects forcible collectiviza- 
tion. Acs stated: “We must make the working peasantry 
understand this [that the June road still being followed], 
else may happen that independent peasants will be- 
come frightened and suspicious.” 

Nevertheless, Acs went some distance beyond Rakosi 
calling for political struggle against the “class enemy 
the villages—the kulaks and their helpers, the horse-dealers, 
the exploiting, reactionary, Horthyite, Arrow-Cross, and 
fascist elements, and the clerical reaction.” These elements 
were accused “speculation,” “usury,” and “shamelessly 
sabotaging their delivery and tax obligations, thereby cor- 
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rupting delivery discipline among the working peasantry.” 
They were also accused raising “illegal claims” against 


the kolkhozes, belittling kolkhoz results and attempting 


discredit them and frighten kolkhoz farmers. Acs stated 
firmly that all this must opposed: 


“Of course, the legal force and power the State must 
used, but even this must supported political en- 
lightenment every single case, because only thus will 
administrative measures effective. clear that one 
the most important future tasks our district Party 
committees will mobilize above all the poor and 
medium peasantry against the kulaks, continue among 
them the unmasking kulaks and thus isolate the 
kulaks from the working peasantry the villages.” 


Compulsory Deliveries 


his accusations that “class enemies” were sabotaging 
quota deliveries, Acs touched upon another important agri- 
cultural problem. The problem deliveries has always 
been central one for the Communists. the Soviet 
Union the drive full collectivization was mounted when, 
after the State had launched the “peasants-enrich-your- 
selves” program the was found that 1927 
production had reached percent the prewar 
level, but that because failures collection only per- 
cent much grain was available for sale the cities.* 

not enough that agricultural production in- 
creased; the regime must also succeed enforcing full 
quota collection. Therefore, all the many recent promises 
continued and increased State aid independent farm- 
ers, and promises that the free market would continued 
(see 50) were coupled with stiffening insistence ful- 
fillment delivery quotas. Szabad Nep, March 29, ex- 
pressed both this promise and this threat, stating that: 


“Peace mind and sense security are the main 
prerequisites for imparting new impulse 
tural production. continue support the inde- 
pendent peasants assuring that they are financially in- 
terested production. One the strongest incentives 
for increased production provided the free market. 
goes without saying that our government will continue 
maintain the institution the free market. The 
various types support rendered the State the 
peasantry and the maintenance the free market system 
only serve underline the need for precise fulfillment 
the peasantry’s obligations toward the State, especially 
regards the payment taxes and the delivery produce.” 


Szabad Nep, March 25, complained that, the past, 
District Party committees had neglected the strengthening 
discipline regard collection, and result the 
collection plan had remained unfulfilled for several crops. 


New Decrees 


There has been indication far that the Party in- 
tends solve these problems, collectivization and col- 
lection, the use the methods outright force em- 
ployed under Stalin. Agitation and Party pressure are the 


The Victory Socialist Agriculture, Anisimov; Moscow, 
1947, 18. 


means used, and that end new organization the 
Party the villages was announced Acs: 

“The most important step guaranteeing the leading 
role and the influence the Party the establishment 
the Village Party Organization. The task the Village 
Party Organization centralize and unite the strength 
the Communists, formerly scattered the various basic 
organizations, gather the Communists residing the 
villages into unified groups, and see that the Party 
organization fulfills its guiding, controlling and leading role 
more efficiently the villages. The creation the 
Village Party Organization makes necessary that great 
number gifted, popular Communists with practical and 
Party-work experience, possessing organizational ability and 
well-versed political mass activity, return the villages 
take over Party 


decree published Magyar Nemzet, April adds 
number manufactured items, such wire, tools, lumber 
and motor bicycles, the list goods which can pur- 
chased farmers who sell the State surplus grain 
free market prices. The manufactured goods purchas- 
able are otherwise difficult obtain, and probably be- 
cause the current grain shortage that the regime offers 
farmers such inducements. The free market price for grain 
about five times higher than the compulsory delivery 
price. 


Internal Trade Convention 


National Conference Internal Trade, the first ever 
held the regime, took place March 28-9. Its appar- 
ent purpose was indicate that although the regime will 
give continued attention the increase living standards, 
this would done slower rate than 1954. Minister 
Commerce Jozsef Bognar, the main speaker the con- 
ference, stated that: 


“This conference has the task examining the present 
situation commerce the light the recent [March] 
resolutions the Central Committee, disclosing the 
mistakes that have been committed, and marking out 
merce increased considerably. Retail commerce the na- 
tionalized and cooperative sector achieved turnover 
percent higher than 1953. The 1955 Plan envisages 
increase percent for the whole commerce, 
10.2 per cent for industrial articles and 18.5 for mixed 
industrial articles [mainly household rate 
development less ambitious but much safer than before.” 
(Magyar Nemzet March 29) 


Bognar stated that the “tremendous increase volume 
during the first half 1954 was made possible only the 
use some our reserves and stocks, and course these 
means cannot the permanent sources higher living 
standard and growing trade volume.” 

The March Central Committee resolution seems have 
inspired fear that the regime would cease all efforts 
raise the living standard. One the purposes the Trade 
Conference was doubtless allay this fear, and there have 
been other regime pronouncements that end. Deputy 
Minister Metallurgy and Machine Industry Ferenc 
Hidasi, stated Szabad Nep (Budapest), March 24: 
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“After the recent resolution the Central Committee 
some people asked themselves whether would con- 
tinue produce consumer goods the factories the 
heavy and industry. The answer that fac- 
tories under the competence the Ministry Metallurgy 
and Machine Industry will produce this year nearly twice 
many consumer goods and agricultural implements 
1954 clear that those who believe the manufacture 
current consumer goods will stopped reduced are 
profoundly mistaken.” 


discussing the role the free market, Bognar dis- 
played the typical current regime position, taking careful 
middle line and warning against deviation either the 
right left. stated that: 


“Sales the peasants’ products the free market have 
been and will remain important source the improve- 
ment supplies. This year the free market turnover 
the usual market goods, particularly poultry, eggs, dairy 
products, potatoes and fruits, must further increased, 
all the more because spite increased trade volume, the 
free market year] failed fulfill its role due re- 
laxed civic discipline, and greater liberalism toward 
profiteering.” 


The March Central Committee resolutions seem have 
aroused considerable popular fear that such mechanisms 
the free market are reduced suppressed. num- 
ber other regime sources have backed Bognar’s assur- 
ance that this not so, but also stressed his qualification 
against “profiteering.” Deputy Premier Antal Apro told 
the conference that: 


“We must refute the slanders the enemy, slanders al- 
leging that will deprive working peasants who have 
complied with their obligations toward the State the 
possibility selling their surplus produce the free mar- 
kets. goes without saying that the government will not 
tolerate speculators making profits from the existence 
the free markets. have adopted stringent measures 
combat such practices, and shall continue show 
severity this respect.” 


Private Artisans 


similar ambivalent regime attitude has been displayed 
toward independent artisans who were permitted resume 
operations under the New Course. apparent that the 
regime realizes that these independent artisans are neces- 
sary for the planned increase living standards, yet fears 
the danger inherent the use such “capitalist” meth- 
ods. article Bela Pasztor, President the National 
Federation Artisans, Magyar Nemzet, March 30, 
stated that: 


“The population rightfully expects our artisans 
precise jobs excellent quality, satisfy individual taste, 
special extra demands, and fulfill orders time. 
Just because this reason cause for grave concern 
that recently there have been many complaints about the 
work certain artisans unfortunately, certain per- 
sons—especially Budapest and the big cities—succeeded 
becoming artisans though they are not concerned with 
satisfying local demands best possible, but indulge 
speculation, profiteering and the exploitation boom- 


time possibilities. Such craftsmen devote all their time 
profiteering marketing instead producing. can 
taken for granted that our will soon put 
end widespread profiteering well the practices 
the still numerous botchers who equal our 
government continues support privately-owned handi- 
crafts, since their work badly needed order raise the 


workers’ standard living the cities and especially the 
villages.” 


Regime intention permit continued private handi- 
craft industry further indicated the announcement 
Szabad Nep, April that “almost eight hundred new in- 
dustrial apprentices were employed independent artisans 
last month most these studying the tailor’s, hair- 
dresser’s and shoemaker’s trade.” 


Amnesties 


Two amnesty decrees have been issued, one directed to- 
ward certain political and common “criminals” serving sen- 
tences Hungary, the other toward political offenders now 
living abroad, “war criminals and criminals guilty anti- 
people acts who left the country prior April 1945,” 
and who choose return Hungary before April 1956. 

The internal amnesty, published Szabad Nep (Buda- 
pest), April provides for the remission sentences 
political offenders “who did not have leading posts the 
reactionary regime prior the liberation and [in cases] 
where can assumed that the pardon will enable [these 
persons] become useful working members our society.” 
Amnesty provided for all such persons regardless the 
length the sentence, except the crime was committed 
“with hostile intentions because obvious deceiving 
effect enemy-spread propaganda.” The first the res- 
ervations will enable the regime withhold amnesty where 
sees fit; the second seems designed counteract the ef- 
fectiveness foreign broadcasts and leaflets. 

Amnesty was also provided for common criminals sen- 
tenced less than one year imprisonment. The decree 
much less inclusive regard common criminals than 
political offenders, and this differs from the four previous 
amnesties which had very little effect political offenders. 
Even light sentences for common crimes are generally over 
one year. 

The external amnesty, for political offenders only, states 
that criminal proceedings may not instituted against re- 
turned emigres unless they played leading role the 
Arrow-Cross regime (the wartime Nazi-dominated govern- 
ment), committed any “capital war crime crimes 
against the people.” pardon will granted those 
who held the posts “Minister, political Under-Secretary, 
Prefect General under the so-called Sztojay Government 
the Arrow-Cross terror.” Nor will pardon given peo- 
ple who were involved, Hungary abroad, “in the 
illegal execution torture people,” who, Hun- 
garian citizens, “joined the German Hitlerite-fascist security 
service—the Gestapo.” 

criminal proceeding will instituted for unauthor- 
ized use passports for illegal crossing the frontier, 
for “other crimes committed connection with these 
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offenses” against any Hungarian citizen living abroad, 
the offenses were committed before January 1954, and 
the citizen returns Hungary not later than April 1956. 
similar amnesty provided for Hungarian citizens who 
the country legally but whose travel documents expired 
before January 1954. 


Czechoslovakia 


Plan and Budget 


The 1955 budget and Plan was presented the National 
Assembly March 21-23, according Radio Prague 
those dates. The budget provides for total expenditures 
koruny, which approximately billion 
will for “expenditures for the economy,” bil- 
lion koruny for “cultural and social measures,” 10.5 billion 
koruny for “defense and security,” and 3.5 billion koruny 
for administration. 

Total expenditures for agriculture the State budget 
and the national committee budgets will amount 7.952 
billion koruny, increase 20.4 percent over 1954, and 
100 percent over 1952. This the largest increase 
any budget component. Agriculture will also receive long- 
term investment credits 1.034 billion koruny, increase 
percent over 1954. The budget messages paid par- 
ticular attention the necessity increasing agricultural 
production: 

“From 1949 1954 industrial manufacture the 
means production [capital goods] increased 126 per- 
cent and the production consumer goods percent, 
while agricultural production lags seriously behind this in- 
dustrial development. The economic law Socialism 
concerning the constantly rising productivity labor and 
concerning reward according the quantity and quality 
goods produced, which applied industry, must also 
applied agriculture, which lagging far behind in- 
dustry.” 

The 1955 Plan calls for the reclamation 120,000 hec- 
tares arable land. Hectare yields the chief grains are 
increased one-fifth, the main oil bearing plants 
over percent, and hops percent. 

The budget provides for expenditures 14.112 billion 
koruny “for the further development industry,” com- 
pared with 13.555 billion koruny 1954. There was 
breakdown this figure for allocations heavy and light 
industry. later broadcast (Radio Prague, March 30) 
stated that the budget “foresees greater investments 
heavy industry than last year.” also stated that there 
will percent increase the amount allocated 
the production agricultural machinery. The budget 
speeches stressed the increase consumer goods production 
called for 1955, and certain figures these increases 
were given. Production woolen fabrics scheduled 
increase percent, washing machines percent and re- 
frigerators 135 percent, was stated. One-third more 
apartments are built 1955 than 1954; carried 
out this would amount about 37,300 apartments. 

The sum 22.8 billion koruny will for new invest- 
ments, slight increase over the 20.9 billion koruny for in- 
vestments 1954. 


Top: filled much paper dealing with the subject 
courteous and efficient service 


Bottom: ... That there none left for wrapping. 
Vilag (Budapest), December 30, 1954 


The allotment for “defense and security” amounts 
12.1 percent the budgeted expenditures. This con- 
siderable increase over 1954, when this item amounted 
8.9 percent the total. 

Otakar Simunek, Chairman the State Planning Of- 
fice, discussing the 1955 Plan before the Assembly, 
stressed the development agriculture and power re- 
sources the two major targets for the year: 


“ 


the 1955 Plan therefore assumes, above all, in- 
crease coal output, increased production electricity, 
and the extension the ore basis, because these sectors 
will make possible speed the development our en- 
tire national economy coal production will rise per- 
cent, the production electrical energy nearly percent. 

The 1955 Plan counts substantial increase the 
intensity agricultural production and the increase 
animal yields. The Plan insures vast material help 
agriculture. Never before has agriculture received much 
fertilizer and many machines are foreshadowed 
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the 1955 Plan. How all these means are trans- 
formed into greater quantity foodstuffs now de- 
pends above all political, economic and organizational 
work agriculture.” 


Price Reductions 


joint decision the Party Central Committee and the 
government provided for decrease the prices ap- 
proximately 16,000 types consumer goods, effective 
April according Radio Prague, March 30. The re- 
ductions will result saving consumers’ expenditures 
1.3 billion koruny per year, was stated. 

With the exception rice, certain fats, condensed dairy 
products, tea and beer (all but the last largely imported), 
foodstuffs are included the list reduced items. 
Among the average reductions for general classes goods 
are: textiles, percent; footwear, 3.7 percent; soap, 6.8 
percent; furniture, percent; gold jewelry, percent. Cer- 
tain absolute prices were announced, and these were com- 
pared with prices established the June 1953 decree; 
among these were (June 1953 prices parenthesis) 
rice per kilo, koruny (28 koruny) heavy fleece woolen 
fabric per meter 160 centimeters wide, koruny (200 
one pair woman’s synthetic fabric stockings, 
koruny (108 koruny). 

her speech the price reductions, Deputy Prime 
Minister Ludmila while praising the advances 
industrial development that made possible the price re- 
ductions manufactured goods, also laid great stress 
failures agricultural development that made impos- 
sible reduce the price basic foodstuffs. She stated 
that: 

“Successes far achieved this field are primarily the 
result the efficient work our industry, and also evi- 
dence the correctness our policy Socialist indus- 
trialization. Yet the successes our national economy and 
[the extent] our price reductions could much greater, 
were not for the lagging agricultural production, 
the Tenth Party Congress directives were applied with 
greater consistency all our industrial enterprises and, 
primarily, all agriculture. Since 1949 have succeeded 
increasing industrial production 108 percent, yet agri- 


cultural production remains substantially the prewar 
level.” 


Jankovcova went review the concessions given 
farmers “since 1950,” including the recent reduction 
delivery quotas and increase delivery prices, which, to- 
gether with the periodic decreases manufactured goods 
prices, have led more rapid fall the cost living for 
agricultural families than for industrial families. She also 
mentioned the greater independence planning given 
farmers, leaving them “with the widest possibilities de- 
veloping their own creative initiative the utilization 
their land. Despite all these concessions, she went on, 
agricultural production has not yet increased: 

“We cannot therefore the least satisfied with the 
present level our agricultural output. This all the 
more true any further price reductions must henceforth 
depend the condition that our central reserves food 
supplies increased from our own production.” 


number other regime speakers used the occasion 
the price reduction call for greater agricultural pro- 
duction. Radio Prague, March 31, stated that the price 
reductions are “all thanks industry, which has grown 
228 percent since 1937, 242 percent heavy industry: 
only agriculture still lags behind, and cannot glad 
that have import Chinese pork over distance 
20,000 kilometers.” 

Jankcovcova called for increase agricultural pro- 
ductivity and production, more efficient management 
State and collective farms, full and prompt delivery 
compulsory quotas, and improved Party and State super- 
vision agriculture. 

discussing the effect the series price reductions 
living standards, Jancovcova stated that there was 
increase “personal consumption” percent 1954 
over 1953. the end 1954, real wages “workers, 
technicians and officials” were roughly percent higher 
than the third quarter 1953. “Four-fifths this in- 
crease was due price reductions and one-fifth rise 
wage rates.” 


Wage Increase 


Along with the price reductions, the March resolu- 
tion provided for increase wages for “foremen, uni- 
versity and industrial school teachers, and [certain] physi- 
cians.” Foremen are the major beneficiaries the decree; 
47,240 them are have their basic salaries and bonuses 
increased average 152 koruny per month, for total 
yearly increase million koruny. The salaries 7,760 
university teachers are increased average 279 koruny 
per month; those 880 “directors and teachers techni- 
cal subjects industrial colleges” average 427 koruny 
per month. Salaries 2,700 “leading” physicians are in- 
creased average 150 300 koruny per month “ac- 
cording the office held.” Total pay increases for all 
groups will amount 133 million koruny per year. 


Poland 
1955 Budget and Plan 


Tadeusz Dietrich, Minister Finance, presented the 
1955 budget the Sejm (“parliament”) March 17, 
according Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) the following 
day. The major budgetary changes from 1954 are in- 
creased attention agriculture and internal trade. 

Total revenue 122 billion zloty, 6.7 percent over 
1954; total expenditures will 115 billion zloty, 10.3 per- 
cent over 1954. 60.8 billion zloty will financing the 
national economy, 11.9 billion zloty for defense, 10.3 billion 
zloty for administration. These categories are approxi- 
mately the same percentages the total budget last 

General expenditures for agriculture and forestry will 
12.1 billion zloty, 21.8 percent higher than 1954; these 
expenditures there will increase 23.5 percent al- 
lotted agriculture alone, and increase 23.5 percent 
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for MTS. increase percent planned for credits 
collective and private farmers. 

The budget allots 31.2 billion zloty for industry. fig- 
ures percentage increases were given. 

Total investments will amount 33.3 billion zloty, ap- 
proximately the same last year. According Inwestycje 

Budownictwo (Warsaw), March 1955, investments 
agriculture are increase percent, internal trade 
percent, housing percent. Investments industry 
will 14.6 billion zloty; comparable 1954 figure 
available, but probable that this figure represents 
industrial investments. According Inwestcje 

Budownictwo, February 1954, investments heavy in- 
dustry alone 1953 were 16.4 billion zloty, 46.7 percent 
all investments, and, was stated, this percentage would 
reduced 40.4 percent 1955. Investments: heavy 
industry 1955, therefore, will both relatively and abso- 
lutely lower than 1953. can computed that the 
billion zloty allotted all industrial investments 

955, 13.4 billion will heavy industry, only 1.2 light 
industry. 

The major emphasis heavy industrial investments will 
coal mining, raw materials and the chemical indus- 
Electrical power investments will increase percent. 
significant that, within heavy industry, agricultural 
machinery will apparently given particular emphasis. 
Radio Warsaw, March 24, stated that “The national eco- 
nomic Plan for 1955 provides increase the output 
heavy industry particularly marked increases will 
shown the production agricultural machinery.” Simi- 
larly, Dietrich, discussing investments the chemical in- 
dustry, singled out fertilizers the product which would 
have considerably increased production. Dietrich also 
stated that new investments will increase the national steel 
production capacity 485,000 tons year, the pig iron 
capacity 390,000 tons year. 

The largest investment light industry will the 
footwear factory Nowy Targ. When completed, this fac- 
tory will have production amounting about fifty 
percent the total present Polish footwear production 
capacity. 

Expenditures for “social and cultural” purposes will 
billion zloty (an increase 10.9 percent over 1954) 
which 7.5 billion will for elementary education, billion 
for higher and technical education, billion for health and 
physical culture, 1.2 billion for “culture and art,” 10.7 bil- 
lion for social insurance. 

Local budgets are allotted 16.5 billion zloty, increase 
1.33 billion over 1954. This increase reflects the greater 
responsibility economic matters now given the na- 
tional councils various administrative levels. 


Plan 


addition presenting budget figures, Dietrich gave 
some further details the 1955 Plan (see NBIC, March 
1955, 55). Among these were the planned production 
increases for number heavy industry products. Pro- 
duction steel, pig iron, electric energy, lathes and railway 
engines increase more slowly than 1953 and 1954. 
Production artificial fertilizer and coke increase 


Title: Mining Office. 
Caption: “Hush—he thinks down the pit.” 
Vilag (Budapest), December 30, 1954 


more rapidly. Agricultural machinery production in- 
crease 30.3 percent, that is, more rapidly than 1953, but 
below the percent increase last year. 

Percentage production increases the following con- 
sumer goods were given (1953 and 1954 figures paren- 
thesis, that order): Radio receivers, 45.1 cot- 
ton textiles, 6.1 woolen textiles, 4.2 shoes, 
10.6 (6;9). 

Dietrich further stated that production the four major 
grains increase 10.5 percent (10 percent 1954; 
decrease 1953). Beef production increase 4.4 per- 
cent percent 1954; percent 1953). Hog produc- 
tion increase percent (no increase 1954; per- 
cent increase 1953). said that the leading agricul- 
tural goals 1955 were increases yields and cultivated 
hectarage, increases fodder and livestock, the “further 
development” collectives and the “strengthening 
State farms organizationally and economically through the 
concentration their efforts raising badly managed 

Dietrich stated that: 


“The national economic plan for 1955 puts special em- 
phasis the development agricultural production 
order smooth out the undue discrepancies between the 
development industry and agriculture that have arisen 
the last few years. well known that the further proper 
development the national economy demands that these 
discrepancies reduced.” 


discussing the economic results 1954, Dietrich said 
that the most important feature last year’s economic pol- 
icy was: 


“ 


the regrouping resources and means order 
speed the rise the standard living the working 
masses through more rapid growth agricultural pro- 
duction, and making the lag quantitative and quali- 
tative development consumer goods production, while 
the same time strengthening further the potential 
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heavy industry the basis economic advance, strength 
and prosperity.” 


stated, however, that despite generally satisfactory 
fulfillment the 1954 Plan, there was failure attain the 
planned goal cost reduction, that was therefore 
necessary partially finance the increased standard liv- 
ing through the use State reserves. stressed the need 
fulfill the 1955 goal 7.5 billion zloty reduction 
production costs and overhead expenses the rise living 
standards continue. 


Personnel 


the final meeting the Sixth Session the Sejm, 
April three new members were elected the State 
Council. These were Hilary Chelchowski, Jerzy Albrecht 
and Oskar Lange, who will fill vacancies left the deaths 
three Council members. 

The State Council legally—but only formally—the 
highest government body and, established 1952, 
composed Chairman, four Deputy Chairmen, Secre- 
tary and nine members. the present fifteen members, 
eleven, including the three recently elected, belong the 
Polish United (Communist) Workers’ Party, three are 
members the puppet United Peasant Party, one belongs 
the puppet Democratic Party. 

Jerzy Albrecht also Chairman the Warsaw Munici- 
pal National Council. Hilary Chelchowski, deputy mem- 
ber the Politburo, was removed last December from his 
post State Farms Minister, and now Chairman the 
Wroclaw National Council. Oskar Lange, rector the 
Higher Institute Planning and Statistics, was formerly 
ambassador Washington. 


Title: The Hooligan’s Backbone 
ztandar Ludu (Lublin), January 23, 1955 


Military Courts Restricted 


Among the acts passed the Sejm was one transferring 
jurisdiction from military courts civil courts all cases 
except those involving espionage “danger the 
according Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), March 18. Under 
previous laws, military courts had possessed very wide juris- 
diction over civil cases. addition, the new law provides 
that civilian employees the security apparatus, the civic 
militia and the prison service, heretofore within the juris- 
diction military courts, will tried civil courts. 

Discussing the new law, Radio Warsaw, April stated 
that “This law important step toward strengthen- 
ing the people’s rule law, and gives expression the 
ceaseless solicitude the Party and government for the ever 
fuller democratization our State, the ever greater par- 
ticipation the masses governing the country.” 
noted that under Communist law the crimes espio- 
nage “endangering the State,” still reserved military 
courts, are subject the widest application. 


Bulgaria 
Collectivization Increases 


Following Premier Vulko Chervenkov’s admission 
agricultural failure the February Kolkhoz Congress (see 
NBIC, April 1955, 54), there has been sudden in- 
crease press reports peasants joining collectives and 
the formation new collectives. Zemedelsko Zname 
(Sofia), for example, six issues from March March 
reported total 2,035 peasant households having 
joined kolkhozes. Otechestven Front (Sofia), March 31, 
stated that 1,600 farmers had entered kolkhozes the 
Stalin District alone since the Kolkhoz Congress. 

For the last two years there had been almost re- 
ports new kolkhozes being formed, but now such an- 
nouncements are re-appearing. Radio Sofia, April 
stated that three new kolkhozes were created 
County. 

information was given regime methods used 
the collectivization drive. probable that administra- 
tive pressures are being combined with greatly increased 
village agitation. 


State Farms Merged 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), March 20, announced the 
consolidation the 108 existing State farms into farms. 
According the regime, the move designed increase 
efficiency and production, permit fuller mechanization, 
and save administrative expenses. expected that 
economies about million will effected. 


Trade Union Meeting 


The Tenth Plenary Session the Central Council 
Trade Unions was held March 30. Two decisions were 
subsequently published, one dealing with increasing pro- 
ductivity and reducing costs, the other with agriculture. 
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Caption: “You must know it, Petur. Either you stop producing 
poor quality goods, don’t get married.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), April 1954 


The decision agriculture, Rabotnichesko Delo, April 
stated that the activity trade unions supporting 
has been unsatisfactory. Unions were called 
upon improve this activity number ways. Among 
were increase “propaganda decisions the 
Central Committee concerning the improvement 
agriculture,” closer attention the formation trade 
union groups MTS and State farms, improvement 
norms and wages agricultural union members, the en- 
largement trade networks the villages, better medical 
services and supply medicines agricultural workers, 
and constant concern that MTS directors 
“have high qualifications.” Union organs “heavy and 
industries must consider their chief task the 
construction agricultural machinery and spare parts.” 
The Ministry Culture was urged see that more 
“plays, songs, etc.” written “agricultural topics.” 

Discussing this decision, Rabotnichesko Delo stated that: 


“The struggle for high yields agriculture and for high 
productivity stock-breeding not problem for farmers 
only—it national struggle, problem for all workers. 
its success depends the constantly improving supply 
foodstuffs for the population, and raw materials for in- 
dustry. The Party and the government attach prime im- 
portance the upswing agriculture, the strengthening 
kolkhozes, State farms and MTS.” 


Productivity 


The Plenum’s decision productivity (according Ra- 
dio Sofia, April stated that the 1954 Plan for industry 
was completed within nine months (no such statement 
appeared the annual Plan report), and that this indi- 
cated the unutilized potential for increasing pro- 
duction. number industrial, construction and 
transportation enterprises, was added, failed fulfill 
their Plan. 

The Plenum demanded number measures from trade 
unions, most them oft-repeated, familiar terms. They 
are educate workers full utilization machinery, 
“conduct implacable struggle” against managers who 
violate norm and wage regulations (i.e., pay the workers 
too much), disseminate the methods used front rank 


workers and render closer assistance lagging workers and 
sections, and keep mind that “the movement for steady 
increase labor productivity and reduction costs can 
turned into broad people’s movement etc. 
Unions were directed continue the “struggle for the 
elimination formalism Socialist competition,’ and 
that end the Council’s Executive Committee was instructed 
examine the methods used the awarding titles 
leading workers. Managers were urged “stop the 
practice changing working norms without the necessary 


preparation, without information, and behind the workers’ 
backs.” 


Albania 
1955 Budget and Plan 


The State budget for 1955 was discussed and approved 
the “People’s Assembly” April according Radio 
Tirana that date. Income will amount 12.3 billion 
lek, increase percent over 1954; expenditures will 
11.6 billion percent over 1954 (both these per- 
centage increases are higher than warranted available 
1954 figures). these expenditures, 4.575 billion lek will 
applied “financing the people’s economy” (industry 
about percent, agriculture about percent), 2.162 bil- 
lion lek for “cultural and social measures, and 1.41 billion 
lek for the armed forces. The agricultural allotment 
percent higher than last year. 

speech the Assembly, Premier Mehmet Shehu 
gave some 1955 figures, stressing the envisaged in- 
crease agriculture and consumer goods, according 
Radio Tirana, March 31. Industrial production in- 
crease percent, stated, and investments are rise 
percent. Consumer goods supply increase per- 
cent, food grain production percent, cotton production 
percent, sugar beet production 100 percent. About twice 
many consumer goods will imported 1954, six 
times more than 1953. 

According April Radio Tirana report, the Cen- 
tral Union Artisan Cooperatives, which produces con- 
sumer goods and simple agricultural equipment, fulfilled 
its Five Year Plan February 28, ten months ahead 
schedule. Productivity increased 228 percent over 1950, 
was stated, and production costs were reduced 39.8 
percent. 


Collectivization Drive 


fast-moving collectivization drive apparently under 
way. For the last two months there have been frequent an- 
nouncements the formation new kolkhozes. April 
Radio Tirana put the total number kolkhozes 167, 
and April figure 172 was announced. This 
increase over the figure given January, and amounts 
almost twice many new collectives were formed 
the first three years collectivization, 1946-48. 

new decree, broadcast over Radio Tirana, April 


—~_ ~ 
‘cr 
ir- 
ee 
in- 
me 
ng 
the 
re- 
an- 
vel 
Ta- 
sed 
ere 


reduces compulsory delivery quotas and taxes for collective 
farms. The decree also reveals the existence two differ- 
ent types collective. further information the dis- 
tinctions between these types available, but seems prob- 
able that Type similar the simple associations, peas- 
ant organizations short full collectivization, they exist 
Romania and elsewhere. 


The decree reduces the general income tax Type 
(full collective) kolkhoz members percent, that 
Type collective members percent. Delivery quotas 
are reduced number items, the reduction being 
slightly greater each case for Type kolkhozes; e.g.: 
corn, Type percent reduction; Type II, percent re- 
duction; wool, Type percent reduction; Type II, 
percent reduction. further reduction percent for 
grain and bean quotas will given collectives either 
type that “accomplish over percent their agricultural 
work using MTS.” 


most likely that these inducements, combined with 
economic and administrative pressures independent 
peasants, form integral part the present renewed drive 
for collectivization. 


Romania 


Eugen Matyas, Minister Coal Industry, has been re- 
leased from his post and replaced Ioan Mineu, accord- 
ing Radio Bucharest, March 18. information has 


given Matyas’ new position, any. Mineu 


unknown figure; was not Deputy Minister, but was 
probably promoted from within the Ministry. likely 
that the shuffle reflects the failure fulfill the 1954 Plan 
for coal production. 

Scinteia (Bucharest), April revealed that Ion Vi- 
drascu Deputy Minister Foreign Trade, and, such, 
signed trade agreement with Hungary. Vidrascu has held 
number important government positions; was Dep- 
uty Minister Heavy Industry until 1951, Chairman 
the State Control Commission until 1952, Minister State 
Farms until the merger that Ministry with the Agricul- 
ture Ministry 1953. Since then had dropped out 
sight. The presence bureaucrat Vidrascu’s experi- 
ence and past eminence Deputy Minister Foreign 
Trade probably reflects the increased regime concern with 
import-export problems. 


Musical Agronomy 


Szabad Nep (Budapest), November 12, 1954, told the story certain Mr. 
Ungvari, who appeared recently the Tavasz kolkhoz Kecskemet. Equipped 
with certificate from the Ministry Agriculture and pretty girl named Lidike, 
Ungvari promised that would rid the vineyards mildew. His method was un- 
usual. Each morning, accompanied the scantily clad Lidike, went the vine- 
yards and played the guitar, claiming that these dulcet sounds would annihilate the 
mildew. His efforts were unsuccessful, according Szabad Nep, but the mean- 
time the “innovating” couple managed live excellently off the kolkhoz farmers. 
The article stated that these musical agronomes are continuing play other 


kolkhozes. 


The Origin the Communist Autocracy, 
Leonard Schapiro (Harvard: $7.00). 
comprehensive account the political 
opposition within the Soviet State the 
form Communism which Lenin estab- 
lished, the system which its essentials 
has existed Russia ever since. The 
book covers the period 1917-1922. deals 
both with the opposition trends within 
the Bolshevik Party and with the history 
the other Russian revolutionary parties 
which, varying degrees, opposed the 
Bolshevists. The study throws much light 
the genesis and perfection the tech- 
nique imposing the rule minority 
over the majority, technique since used 
other countries now under Communist 
domination. 


Common Sense and World Affairs, 
Dorothy Fosdick (Harcourt, Brace: 
guides realistic thinking and acting 
foreign policy are proposed here for the 
general reader former member 
the State Department’s Policy Planning 
Staff. The author points the dangers 
seeking immediate absolute solutions 
international tensions, misleading 
“notions” about the nature both our 
allies and enemies, moral attitudiniz- 
ing, and exaggerated expectations re- 
garding the United Nations, economic 
aid programs and other measures for pro- 


moting the cause freedom and democ- 
racy. 


American Russia, Harrison 
Salisbury (Harper: $4.00). panorama 
—in both time and space—of Russia 
1949 and 1955, seen one 
this country’s ranking reporters. The 
author’s approach simple and objec- 
tive, his observations acute, and his evoca- 
tions the Russian life human and vivid. 
His account valuable particularly for 
its wealth concrete detail, and for the 
personal profiles the leaders the 
Soviet hierarchy. With photographs. 


The Romanian Oil Industry, Con- 
stantin Jordan (published for the Mid- 
European Studies Center the Free Eu- 
rope Committee, Inc. New York Uni- 
versity Press: $10.00). study the 
evolution the Romanian oil industry 
since 1947, the year prior its com- 
munization and conversion into the So- 
Through coordination and analysis 


Recent and Related 


official Communist data, refugee reports. 


and the author’s own experience the 
industry when was operated free 
enterprise, the author aims assess the 
probable present state the industry 
and estimate its future prospects. 


Music Under the Soviets, 
Olkovsky (Praeger: $6.00). discussion 
Soviet music defined and 
cept art instrument politics. 
The book analyzes Soviet musical aes- 
thetics: Socialist realism, nationalism. 
music; musical life the 
USSR: musical training children, the 
Union Soviet Composers, concerts. 
music over the wired radio; creative work 
and performance: oratorios and cantatas, 
operas, symphonies, ballet, chamber mu- 
sic, etc. section composers—groups 
nique melody, harmony, or- 
chestration, theme, and their artistic phi- 
losophies. 


Wrong Passport, Ralph Brewster 
(Cohen West, London: $3.50). 
young American with ambiguous citi- 
zenship—due his birth and upbringing 
Italy—finds himself stranded Hun- 
gary during World War His account 
his friends’ efforts Budapest pro- 
tect him from the Axis authorities and 
his escape northern Italy through Aus- 
tria lively story adventure, cour- 
age, and the ambiguity all national 
sonal friendship and human considera- 
tions. 


Soviet Military Law and Administration, 
Harold Berman and Miroslav Ker- 
ner (Harvard: $4.00). full description 
the entire system Soviet military 
law and administration, analyzing the in- 
terlocking controls exercised the top 
leadership and the Communist Party. 
security and military agencies. The struc- 
ture the Ministry Defense, the sys- 
tem military service and civil defense. 
Soviet military discipline, military courts 
and criminal procedure are 
and comparison made the Disci- 
plinary Codes 1919. 1926, 1940 and 
1946 illustrate the shift from “revo- 
lutionary democracy” the Army 
rank hierarchy and the rule 
subordination. Based legal 
materials, including transcripts cases 


the military courts well 
testimony former Red Army officers. 
The Influence Force Foreign Rela- 
(ret.) (Van Nostrand: $4.50). Could 
have avoided the three 
wars? Must again wait for the first 
Can war averted force? 
Puleston, officer, author 
analyst, attempts answer these ques- 
tions through study past military 
and diplomatic errors from which 
can profit the future. The book dis- 
cusses modern and classical methods 
dealing with aggression the world. 
diplomatic rivalry the leader- 
ship World War today’s new weap- 
ons; presents program for ensuring 
that. even there are “victors” an- 
other may least emerge “the 
stronger loser.” 

Vorkuta, Joseph Scholmer (Holt: 
$3.75). German doctor, who spent 
year Gestapo prisons during World 
War II, tells his three-year imprison- 
ment Soviet forced labor camp above 
the Arctic Circle. was present the 
famous Vorkuta strike, inspired the 
uprisings East Germany June 17, 
forced labor camps “are 
essential component the industrial life 
the Soviet Union half the entire 
coal production the Soviet Union and 
eighty per cent the wood supply 
produced forced labor.” The fact 
that under these circumstances the re- 
gime handled the strike extremely cau- 
tiously indicates Dr. Scholmer “the 
lack security which the new govern- 
ment felt. There was real danger 
that the strikes Vorkuta might spread 
wave unrest over the industrial heart 
Russia.” Although ended without 
major concessions, the Vorkuta strike 
“destroyed the myth that the system was 
unassailable.” Glossary Russian words. 
Day Reckoning, Ralph Tole- 
dano (Holt: $3.00). 
the author Seeds Treason tells 
the story ex-Communist 
efforts uncover and avenge the political 
murder mission which takes 
him deep into the international under- 
world Communist intrigue and espion- 
age. also the larger story man’s 
eternal dilemma the face moral 
choice, his struggle determine the right 
course and see through. 


re- 
rd- 
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private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Free 
Europe. The Committee’s efforts are focused the captive countries 
Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the Committee counts among 
its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, journalists, political and 
economic experts, and men letters—who have escaped from the Com- 
munist enslavement their native lands. 
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